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Community News

Woodlands Parkway Overpass
     Montgomery County Precinct 3 
Commissioner James Noack will be 
going out for bids this fall or early in 
2019 for improvements to the Wood-
lands Parkway Overpass in an effort 
to alleviate traffic congestion in the 
interchange.  The improvements in-
clude redesign into what is called a 
diamond interchange.  It is designed 
to improve traffic flow, primarily by 
alleviating the weaves experienced 

on both the north and southbound 
feeder roads.  New signalization will 
be installed.  The Texas Department 
of Transportation has approved the 
design.  Construction will take place 
during 2019.
     The diamond interchange will be 
funded by monies available to Com-
missioner Noack from the $280 mil-
lion road bond held in November 
2015.  

     In addition to the diamond design, 
the county has agreed to extend the 
improvements up to and including 
the Patsy Lane, Westwood, and Rob-
inson Road intersection.  This will in-
volve considerable drainage improve-
ments over the Sam Bell Gully, a road 
to connect to commercial properties 
around the Sears store on the I-45 
feeder, turn lanes at the intersection, 

and improved sig-
nalization. These 
improvements are 
City projects.  
M o n t g o m e r y 
County will fi-
nance the ap-
proximately $2M 
cost of the City 
i m p r o v e m e n t s 
and ultimately will 
be reimbursed 
by the Oak Ridge 
North Tax Incre-

ment Reinvestment Zone #1 (TIRZ).  
Montgomery County is a partner in 
the TIRZ, specifically for funding of 
road projects.   
     There is no impact to the property 
taxes of Oak Ridge North citizens or 
businesses from these projects. The 
County, the City, the TIRZ, and the 
Oak Ridge North Development Au-
thority (ORNDA) have executed an 
interlocal agreement for funding of 

the City portion of the project.  ORN-
DA was organized for the purpose of 
aiding, assisting, and acting on behalf 
of the City in the performance of its 
governmental functions to promote 
the common good and general wel-
fare of the area included in the TIRZ.
     The Oak Ridge North Economic 
Development Corporation (EDC) is 
currently considering a development 
agreement with the TIRZ to provide 
interim reimbursements to the Coun-
ty from the EDC until TIRZ financing is 
available.  
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Park Information 
What’s New

Sign Up Early & Save $5
• Two Payment Plan Available
• Very Competitive Fee
• Guaranteed Placement Deadline: SEPT. 19
• Use Promo Code “UVQWPH” to save $5

Practices / Games: 
• Practices: One per week
• First Game: October 6
• Last Game: December 1
• All 8 games played locally
 • Houser Elementary (Oak Ridge)
• See FFPS.org for more locations

Questions: FFPS.org / 281-347-KICK (5425).
To Sign Up: FFPS.org

$5 DISCOUNT:ProvidePromo Code“UVQWPH”

FAIR
• Equal Play
• Play All Positions

• 5 v 5 Soccer 
• More Ball Contact

FUN

POSITIVE
• Positive Coaching
• Trophy To All

Full Uniform &
Trophy to All!
Girls & Boys: 4-18 years old

     As you may have noticed, the reno-
vations on the baseball field have been 
completed. The renovations included 
dirt work, new lights, and fencing in the 
ball field. 
     We are excited to be able to offer 
amenities like these to our residents! 
With that being said, please keep dogs 
off of the field! It is unfortunate when 
a team is excited to use the field for 
practice only to find it filled with piles 
of dog poop and the dirt ruined by the 
dog’s paws. 
     Thank you for your understanding and 
efforts to keep the fields in top condition 
for those who use them! 

Baseball Field

Park Rental 
     If you are interested in renting the 
park please contact Director of Parks 
and Recreation, Sarah McClure, at 
smcclure@oakridgenorth.com or 713-
824-0460. Rental forms can also be 
found on the City Website! 
    The Pavilion at Teddy Bear Park is 
available for rental. At Marilyn Edgar 
Park, the small pavilion, basketball 
court, tennis courts, baseball field, 
and pool are all available for rental! 
We hope to work with you to make 
your next event at the park enjoy-
able! 



    There is a saying that I 
have kept on my desk for 
years that reads: “Change 
is the most difficult thing 
for us to accept, yet is the 
most rewarding experience 
when it is accomplished.”  I 
think of that quote as I am 
writing this article know-
ing that we are in a time of 
transition in our City.  Our 
City Manager Vicky Rudy 
is retiring and hopefully 
by the time you read this 
we will have named a new 
City Manager.  We have 
also been given notice that 
our long time Chief of Po-
lice Andy Walters is going 
to retire at the end of this 
year.  We will be naming a 
new Chief of Police as well.  
Both of these great public 
servants are due a great 
and well deserved retire-
ment!  I wish them all the 

best!
     Time goes on, and the 
work of our City continues.  
To that end, it’s budget time 
and we have been diligent-
ly working to insure you’re 
going to continue to receive 
the best services for the 
least number of tax dollars.  
Over the years we made the 
decision to reduce the tax 
rate by 19 cents.  We want-
ed the tax payers to keep 
money in their pockets in-
stead of building surplus.  
If we had kept the tax rate 
at the higher amount we 
would literally have at least 
a million dollars in surplus, 
but we gave it back to you!  
We established a pay as we 
go process for most of our 
projects.    The surplus we 
had, and have been pay-
ing for capital projects has 
been used, and our city still 

has needs that will need to 
be met going forward.  
     We have had eight years 
of our tax rate being low-
ered or kept the same and 
you can rest assured that 
your City Council is looking 
line by line for reductions, 
and have even reduced 
manpower.  Further reduc-
tion of positions would af-
fect services to citizens and 
no one wants that.  
     We remain concerned 
about our aging drainage 
system.  That is our biggest 
challenge going forward.  
Our drainage system did 
well during Hurricane Har-
vey because the rainfall was 
somewhat spaced out so 
we handled the water.  We 
had a lot of flooding over 
Memorial Day in 2017, so 
we know we need drainage 
work.  Experts tell us that it 

Grass Roots Conservative Government 

will cost over a million dol-
lars to repair, then more to 
maintain it.  
     The City Council is work-
ing for your best interest 
and this is just another ex-
ample of what makes Oak 
Ridge North “what a home-
town should be.” 
     Blessings to you and your 
family,

Jim Kuykendall, Mayor
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From the Mayor

KATHY MONTES   REALTOR
Everything we touch turns to SOLD!

Friends and neighbors, take on the 

housing market with the professionals 

you deserve! We take great pleasure 

in assisting our Oak Ridge neighbors 

in finding their dream homes. Our ex-

pertise and reliability have led us to 

sell 33 homes in our neighborhood!

-Kathy Montes

T H E  WO O D L A N D S  -  M AG N O L I A  -  S H E N A N D OA H  -  OA K  R I D G E  N O R T H  -  S P R I N G

K m o n t e s 4 u @ a o l . c o m K a t h y m o n t e s r e a l e s t a t e . c o m

C A L L  T O DAY  F O R  A  
F R E E  H O M E  E VA L UAT I O N

W E  H AV E  B U Y E R S !

I F  YO U  A R E  T H I N K I N G  
A B O U T  S E L L I N G . . .  

N OW  I S  T H E  T I M E



     You may have heard that Waste Management 
has increased the fee to Oak Ridge North to cover 
the cost of recycling.  The City Council did negotiate 
a lower rate than originally requested.  Council has 
chosen to remove glass from the recycling program 
to accomplish that goal.  Beginning October 1, 2018 
glass will no longer be accepted.  More about the 
rate.  This rate applies to cost to Oak Ridge North and 
will not be passed on to citizens for garbage service.  
You will not see an increase on your bill. 
     Any rate changes cause angst for the city and 
for its citizens, but this particular increase in cost is 
reflective of a global issue that we will all have to deal 
with eventually.  It’s all about plastic.  Plastic goods, 
as we know them, were developed in the 1950’s, cre-
ating a huge impact on lifestyle.  The problem is that 
miracle plastic is filling up the landfills and floating in 
our oceans.  It’s not all biodegradable and takes hun-
dreds of years to breakdown.  That’s why recycling is 
so important.  However, globally only nine percent of 
us recycle.  I’m happy to say that in Oak Ridge North 
about 60 percent of us recycle.  
     For those of us in Oak Ridge North that do recycle, 
25 percent of what we place in the bin is not recy-
clable.  That means it’s an item that isn’t accepted by 
Waste Management, pure trash or garbage, Styro-
foam, plastic bags, or other otherwise contaminated 

State of the City
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recyclables (like pizza boxes).  Contaminated means 
corrupted by food, labels, or other items and not 
easily moved through the separation process at the 
recycling plant.  
      Back to the increase in rate.  China has been the 
primary consumer for these contaminated recyclables.  
In January of this year China announced it would no 
longer purchase these products.  That means that 
Waste Management and all the recycling processors in 
the United State were left without their biggest mar-
ket for the product.  In order to sell the byproduct of 
our plastic use, they must find new markets or clean 
up the plastic.  
      That’s where we come in.  Please recycle.  Other-
wise your plastic is going to the landfill.  Please recycle 
clean.  Remove waste, garbage, labels, etc. from your 
plastics and your recycle bin.  Please check carefully 
for what is recyclable in Oak Ridge North, not neces-
sarily that symbol on the packaging.  
     We have created a huge environmental issue re-
garding what to do with the byproduct of the miracle 
of plastic.  It will be up to us to solve it. In the mean-
time, there has been an increase in the solid waste fee 
for all communities due to increase in cost to proces-
sors like Waste Management to clean up the plastic 
we give them.  

Vicky Rudy, City Manager 
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   BUY   |   SELL   |   LEASE   |   PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist… 
 

 
 
 
 

                                           www.keystonesignature.com 
 

       Highest quality marketing materials and exceptional service is my standard! 
Professional Photos                Showing Service                 Monitored lockboxes                  Property Website 

Paula Cleveland, Broker                                        
BBS, TRLS , ABR, TX Notary 

paula@keystonesignature.com 
713-819-8479 cell                   

832-764-0156 office 
 

Tour my website to see more 

When results matter, call Paula!  I’m here to serve you with a personalized marketing 
plan. Call or text today - I’ll get you moving in the right direction. 



    Let’s go outside in the heat and 
mow the yard!  Said no one who 
lives in Texas during the sum-
mer!  Sad to say it is one of those 
jobs we all do not want to do, so 
we cut some corners.  We put off 
yard maintenance. “I will do it 
this weekend or I will call to get a 
quote from a company to cut the 
yard, maybe I can get Jr. to do it 
(Yeah Right!).  So the yard gets out 
of control.  I myself have done this 
more times than I wish to admit.  
We all love a nice clean & trimmed 
yard, I know I do, and you might 
have a neighbor who might be out 
of town for an extended period 
of time, elderly or just not feel-
ing well for whatever reason, help 
them out.  While doing your yard, 
ask them if you can do theirs?  It 
doesn’t take that much more time 
or effort and it will give you the 
best feeling knowing you did a nice 
thing for someone who just might 
need a little help.
     Be aware that high weeds or 
grass (normally 12-inches or more) 
is a code violation.  This will get 
you a “Note” from the city ask-
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Building Oak Ridge 
Yard Maintenance 101

ing you to resolve this issue.  So 
what to do?  Here are some tips or 
ideas you can try.
     First, (my favorite) call a lawn 
service, especially if you are a 
busy family and your weekdays 
are full of work and your week-
ends are full of just going places 
with the family, Church, Baseball/
Softball games, maybe a round of 
golf or that occasional visit to your 
parents/grandparents to see how 
they are doing.
     Or if you are one of those 
people (like me) that enjoys doing 
yard work, make a plan.  Set aside 
“X” amount of hours to accom-
plish the project, mow your yard 
in the morning or late evening.  
Try to do this possibly the day 
before trash comes on Monday. 
Do not forget you will need pink 
trash tags ($2.00 ea. tag) to go on 
each trash bag that you place out 
on the curb the day before trash 
pickup. Place your mower height 
setting to high during the hot 
summer this will help your grass 
not burn and turn brown, also this 
helps with less grass trimmings, 

less grass trimmings equals less 
bags, then maybe you can place 
your grass trimmings in your trash 
can and not have to use any pink 
tags, can you say SAVINGS?
     Please keep in mind while do-
ing your yard work do not sweep, 
blow or shovel grass trimmings 
into the storm water drains.  Yes 
this might be the easiest way to 
get rid of the mess but it is the 
best way to clog up the storm 
water drains and then we have a 
HUGE problem!  Yeah, let’s not go 
there, but we do ask that if you 
see this happening please report it 
to this office, we will go by and vis-
it with the homeowner and remind 
them of this rule.  The city tries 
very hard to keep water draining 
during high rain events but if the 
storm drains are clogged by yard 
trimmings and trash it makes this a 
very difficult job.  That’s the HUGE 
problem I mentioned early.  If you 
hire a yard service ask them “How 
do you get rid of the grass trim-
mings?” make sure the company 
understands they are not allowed 
to place trimmings in the storm 

drains.
     Now once the yard is 
mowed, trimmed, equip-
ment put away and clippings 
are placed in bags (don’t 
forget your pink tags!) or 
trash cans you can sit back 
and admire your hard work 
with a tall glass of iced tea.  
Maybe even plan a backyard 
BBQ; please call when the 
burgers are ready.
     Happy Mowing to all and 
to all a Good Night.

 Janet Wisnowski, Certified 
Permit Technician 

Inside Villa Salons
27176 I-45 North, Suite 5
Oakridge North, TX 77385
n-style@sbcglobal.net

Inside Villa Salons
27176 I-45 North, Suite 5
Oakridge North, TX 77385
n-style@sbcglobal.net
Cell: 281-330-3048Cell: 281-330-3048

$5 off any hair service
When you mention this ad

when  scheduling your appointment
~ First time customers only ~



            
Fall Festival 
Community Events 
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Oak Ridge North Presents its Fifth Annual

Vendors~ Games~ Prizes~ Bounce Houses~ Music~ Professional Family Photos~

FALL  
FESTIVAL

October 6, 2018 | 10am - 3pm

Marilyn Edgar Park
26531 Hillside Drive | Oak Ridge North, Texas 77386

See you 

at the park! 

For more information contact Sarah 
smcclure@oakridgenorth .com | 832.381.3215

Pumpkin Patch~ Food~ Trackless Train~ Face Painting~ and much more!



Thank You Lifeguards  
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Huge thank you to our summer staff! 
This year we had 19 teenagers from the 
area work at the Marilyn Edgar Park Pool! 
There were over 3,000 visits to the pool 
with only two first aid incidents overall! 
We are thankful for the professionalism 
of our young staff to keep the pool safe 
for all residents and visitors. 

Auto  •  Business  •  Home •  Flood  •  Life

Mercury™ •  Safeco™ •  The Hartford  •  Metlife®

Travelers® •  Encompass® •  Chubb

Local Agents. Personal Experience.

281.296.4100  |  www.PanopticIns.com

Visit us at:
26451 Hanna Road, Oak Ridge North, TX 77385



           
Dimetap Won’t Help This Drainage Problem 
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Public Works 
     For those who were born and 
raised in Southeast Texas, the 
words of “floodplain”, “drainage”, 
and “tropical storm” are words 
we have heard many times. Here 
in Oak Ridge North, we, like so 
many other cities in Montgomery 
County, have a relatively flat to-
pography – our average elevation 
above Mean Sea Level is around 
127ft, with a range from around 
135ft down to 118ft. For the 
detail-oriented types, that comes 
out to roughly 4” of fall for every 
100ft. For us lesser mortals, that 
just means it’s flat here. When 
it rains an average of 50” a year, 
that’s a lot of volume – picture a 
plastic swimming pool 4ft tall filled 
up every year. Over the small area 
of the City Limits, that comes out 
to about a billion gallons of water 
either soaking into the yards or 
draining down the ditches and 
channels. 
     Some of you are thinking about 
how to collect this water to use 
when the rain is absent. Some of 
you are thinking how do our ditch-

es and channels convey all of this 
volume without repair or replace-
ment. Some of you are thinking of 
going on to the next article. 
     The City maintains about 7 
miles of enclosed storm drains, 
and about 4.5 miles of open 
ditches. To keep the ditches open, 
the City crew tries to clean the 
concrete lined channel every year, 
and clean out the open ditches on 
Blueberry Hill and south of Rob-
inson as scheduling permits. The 
storm drain systems are inspected 
and repaired as the crew works in 
the areas and as we get reports of 
problems. Overall we are find-
ing that we have a system that 
can drain about a 4.5” rain event 
pretty effectively as long as the 
time between such rainfall events 
is a half-day or so. During Harvey, 
we received 4.5” rain “bands” 
every few hours but it was just 
enough time for the last “band” 
to fall and flow out before the 
ensuing “band” beat its rain-drop 
rhythm on our rooftops. 
     A rainfall collection system to 

store the excess runoff is a great 
idea but one needs to consider the 
up-front cost and effectiveness. 
My personal concept plan which 
has been utilized (free of charge) 
is to place 2 or 3 500-gallon tanks 
under the driveway (think septic 
tanks connected in series) with a ½ 
HP pump set in the third tank. By 
placing an inlet at your driveway 
entrance, you can capture your 
neighbors’ excess irrigation water, 
and any runoff from the street. You 
can tie your own gutters and yard 
to drain here as well. Any excess 
would flow out of the same inlet 
and carry on its merry way down 
the gutter (the inlet would be set 
at the top of the nearest tank). 
When the dry season comes, you 
turn on the pump which is tied into 

your irrigation system, and 
voila, you have free irriga-
tion water to the tune of 
1,500gallons. This is ap-
proximately a day or two’s 
worth of irrigation. I’ll be 
drawing a schematic and 
placing it on the website 
soon for those who are 
interested, and the permit 
for this will only cost you 
an arm, and not the usual 
arm/leg combo.

Joe Sherwin, Director of 
Public Works 



                              
D-Bat

9

Business Spotlight 

     Owner Alan Shelby, from the 
Austin area, had been looking in 
the Houston Metropolitan area 
for a location for a D-Bat business 
when he came across Oak Ridge 
North. Shelby said due to the 
oil industry warehouse prices in 
Houston were high, but Oak Ridge 
North was reasonable and he liked 
the location being close to other 
active businesses such as Wood-
lands Elite and Obstacle Warrior 
Kids.  Shelby opened the Oak Ridge 
North D-Bat location on July 14th.
      The 16,000 square foot pre-
mier baseball and softball training 
facility offers 11 batting cages, a 
proshop, an event room as well 

as a parent’s area that can 
be used to watch a batter 
or tend to other children.  
D-Bat employs 8 people, 
including: General Manager, 
Hunter Courson, 5 baseball 
instructors and 1 softball in-
structor.  Courson previously 
trained at D-Bat in Dallas, 
played college ball at Sam 
Houston State and now runs 
the Woodlands location.
     D-Bat is membership 
based but also available for 
non-member rentals.  They 
offer camps, one-day clinics, 
private instruction as well 
team rentals.  There are over 
50 camps per year, includ-
ing: spring break, summer, 
winter and holiday camps 

as well as live hitting leagues, 
college showcase, beginners/
youth camps, bat speed clinics, 
power pitching clinics and power 
hitting clinics.  The batting cages 
offer baseball with speed ranges 
at 40, 50, 60, and 70 MPH as well 
as softball with speeds of 
40, 50, 60 MPH and slow 
pitch.
     D-Bat also offers a 
HitTrax machine which 
provides real time stats 
and performance metrics 
with video analysis and 
reports.  Shelby said that 
an athlete can watch 
their progress over a 
period of time and also 
study where they may 
need improvement.  An-
other draw of the HitTrax 
machine is you can see a 
simulation of the batter 
at any MLB or college 
field.  But Shelby said the 
biggest hit is the ability 
to play a homerun derby 
and see on the screen 
above the cage where in 
the field the ball would 
go.
      D-Bat is open 
Monday-Friday from 
10Am-9PM, Saturday 
10AM-6PM and Sunday 
1PM-6PM.  They are lo-
cated at 27309 Spectrum 
Way and can be reached 
at (281)694-4444.  Stop 
in and hit a few balls! 

Heather Neeley, Assistant to 
the City Manager



                
School Bus Safety 
Police Spotlight 
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It is that time of the year again with the school summer break drawing to a close and the children back to school.   
As you all know with school back in session means more traffic and more children out walking to or from school or 
waiting at the bus stops.   Please give yourself plenty of time in the morning hours when you head out the door for 
your morning commute.   Drivers should also be aware and pay attention to the school buses.   The flashing yel-
low lights on the bus are to warn drivers that the bus is about to stop.   The flashing red lights are to warn drivers 
in both directions to stop for the bus while loading or unloading children.   Drivers should also be aware of school 
zones and the speed limit in an active school zone.   Once again let’s make this a happy and safe school year.

Lt. Tom Libby,  Oak Ridge North Police Department

DOGGY DAY CARE AND BOARDING   |   TRAINING 
IN-HOME PET CARE   |   GROOMING

Complete Automotive Repair Facility 
Serving Conroe, Woodlands, 

Spring Areas For Over  

20 Years 
281-367-4814   

elderautomotive.com 
27431 Hanna Rd. 
Oak Ridge North 

$10 OFF  
Lube, Oil , & Filter Change  

With coupon only. Exp 10/31/18 

$69.95  
AC Service 

Includes evacuation and recharge.  

Refrigerant not included  

 

$5 OFF 
State Inspections OBDII Only 

With coupon only. Exp 10/31/18 



Carol Alexander

Mayor: Jim Kuykendall
Mayor Pro Tem: Paul Bond

Council Members:
Place 1: Paul Bond

Place 2: Clint McClaren
Place 3: Alex Jones

Place 4: Michelle Cassio
Place 5: Frances Planchard
Vicky Rudy, City Manager

Elizabeth Harrell, City Secretary
Andy Walters, Chief of Police

Joe Sherwin, Director of Public Works/
Engineering

Eva Clawson, Director of Finance
Heather Neeley, Assistant to the City Manager

John Beisert, Building Official

   

City of Oak Ridge North
Monthly Meeting Schedule

City Council
2nd & 4th Mondays 7:00 p.m. 

Planning and Zoning
1st Monday 7:00 p.m.

Economic Development Corporation
3rd Monday 7:00 p.m.

Community Affairs Committee
4th Tuesday  6:30 p.m. 

For complete schedules and agendas visit:
oakridgenorth.com 

The public is ALWAYS welcome!

The Oak Ridge North Community News is a quarterly 
publication, designed and produced by Sarah McClure, Director 
of Parks and Recreation for the City of Oak Ridge North. Front 
page photo courtesy of local photographer, Robert Harrington, 

owner of Bella Vista Productions.
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     Carol Alexander was recently hired as Oak 
Ridge North’s Accounting Assistant. Prior 
to working for the City, Carol worked as the 
Business Office Manager for Arrow’s Freedom 
Place for 4 years, and at Arrow Child & Family 
Ministries Headquarters, as the AP Lead Staff 
Accountant for 4 years. 
      Carol has 3 sons. In her spare time she 
enjoys spending time with her family, and 
geocaching. She is also a long time member 
of her church in Conroe.

To contact City Staff after business 
hours please use the following 

phone numbers:

Police: 281-292-4642

Public Works: 281-939-3341
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We’re on the web!
facebook.com/oakridgenorth

27424 Robinson Road
Oak Ridge North, Texas 77385
Phone: 281-292-4648
After Hours: 281-292-4642
Fax: 281-367-7729
oakridgenorth.com

25511 Richards Road, Spring, TX 77386
832.257.3563

Open 6:30am-6:30pm
THEYOUNGLEARNERS.COM

 OPENING FALL 2018!

We invite you to tour our newest location in our 
growing group of locally owned and operated 
learning centers and ABA clinics serving children, 
and their families, in The Woodlands, Oak Ridge and 
Northwest Houston, for more than ten years.

INFANT CAREPRESCHOOL PRIVATE 
PRE-KINDERGARTENAFTER SCHOOL  

AUTISM SERVICES

$200 New Family Credit*
*Mention ad at registration and enroll by 12/31/18 to receive $200 credit. 
$200 credit can be used towards registration fee and / or tuition fees.

Now Enrolling 
& Now Hiring


