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Community News

Robinson Road Update
       After several months study-
ing different options for Robin-
son Road improvements, the Oak 
Ridge North City Council has nar-
rowed the concepts down to one 
option for further study.  That op-
tion is a four lane, undivided road 

from I-45 to Oak Ridge Park Drive 
at Oak Ridge Commerce Park east 
of the railroad.  Council has re-
quested a scope of work and pro-
posal for preliminary engineering, 
with a focus on prioritizing phases 
of possible construction.   
 The Council had previ-
ously narrowed the field down to 
four options and commissioned 
a study to determine the effect 

each option would have on traf-
fic.  The Council considered sev-
eral factors and determined that 
the four lanes would provide the 
greatest long term impact, even 
if constructed in phases over the 
next several years.  The four lane 

undivided road will not require 
purchase of any homes, business-
es or churches, but could  require 
limited right of way purchases.
 If constructed at one time 
the option would cost approxi-
mately $5.2 million.  By contract-
ing for preliminary engineering 
the City would be poised to take 
advantage of funding opportu-
nities as they arise. The option 

chosen lends itself to phased con-
struction.  The section with the 
greatest impact on traffic is the re-
alignment of the road from Maple-
wood across Hanna and the Union 
Pacific Railroad to Oak Ridge Park 
Drive, with a signal at Hannah 
Road.  There are no plans to con-
struct the road, or any part of the 
road at this time, and no funds are 
available for construction.  



The City of Oak Ridge North is proud of our recently finished Woodson Road Sidewalk! The side-
walk runs from the Oak Ridge North monument sign to the schools. Students are able to take 
the sidwalk as a paved route to walk to the schools along Woodson Road, rather than having to 
walk through the previously grassy area. 

It is complete with a bench and water fountain. With a dog bowl water fountain feature and pet 
station, it is perfect to walk your pets through the City! The sidewalk creates a safe, yet scenic, 
way for residents to stroll through the city. Bicycles are welcome on the sidewalk as well. 
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Woodson Road Sidewalk 
What’s New



Hello Neighbors!
  I want to take this oppor-
tunity to fill you in on our 
city finances.  There is no 
doubt that the oil and gas 
down turn affects every-
one, and Oak Ridge North 
is no exception.  Some of 
our businesses have expe-
rienced a drop in revenue.  
As I write this article, our 
sales taxes are basically 
flat meaning they have 
stayed about the same.  
Earlier this year we had ex-
perienced several months 
of monthly growth.  
  Sales taxes make up ap-
proximately 42% of our 
budget and income from 
property taxes make up 
14% of our budget.   As you 
can see, sales taxes are im-
portant to us!  So the ques-

tion is, “what are we doing 
to insure your needs and 
expectations are met in the 
coming year?”
  For this coming year’s 
budget we tightened our 
belts and again lowered 
your property tax rate.  
Yes, I said lowered!!  Your 
City Council voted to lower 
your tax rate by approxi-
mately one cent.  I would 
like to see that number big-
ger, but I’ll take everything 
we can get on a lower rate!   
We were able to do this 
because of the budget plan 
presented by City Manager 
Vicky Rudy insured that we 
are watching every penny 
spent.  That plan calls for 
making sure the needs 
of the city are met, while 
saving money at every op-

portunity.  In essence, we 
are tightening our belts 
and not spending money 
without a solid reason.   I 
applaud Vicky Rudy and 
her staff on managing and 
overseeing our finances.  
  Good news is on the ho-
rizon for Oak Ridge North!  
As you know we have the 
Crown Plaza Hotel that has 
been under construction.  
We also have new busi-
nesses leasing space in our 
shopping centers.  Just last 
week, we learned that a 
new hotel is proposed next 
to the Crown Plaza.  That 
will greatly enhance the 
entrance to our city and 
add revenue to the city 
while it is being built and 
when it’s opened!   
  Families have to budget 

Mayor Jim Kuykendall

Watching Our Pennies 

their money, watch their 
expenses, and save at ev-
ery opportunity.  Your city 
is the same, and you can 
be assured we do.  That’s 
just one more reason why 
Oak Ridge North is “what a 
hometown should be.”

Jim Kuykendall, Mayor
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From the Mayor



     I am working on a presentation I will be mak-
ing to the Leadership Montgomery County class 
in December.  The presentation topic is “top 
three issues.”  It is part of the Governance Day 
series where cities, county, and state level offi-
cials share information about governance with 
the class.  
     In preparing for this class I realized how TWO 
of our greatest challenges, mobility and storm 
d r a i n a g e , 
are not ours 
alone, and 
not of our 
making.  We 
are, “in medi-
as res,” or “in 
the middle 
of things,” 
and feeling 
the pres-
sure of the 
community 
around us.  
That pres-
sure pres-
ents itself in 
real challenges, gridlock on Robinson Road, and 
high water during storms such as those we expe-
rienced during the last two spring seasons.   
     Our town of 3,040, or around 1,300 families, 
sits on 1.5 square miles.  We are sandwiched 
between two larger communities, the approxi-
mately 94,000 souls to the west in the Wood-
lands, and another 36,000 or so to our east.  
We are in the path of their travel to and from, 
situated as we are along one of the state’s busi-
est freeways, Interstate 45, where millions pass 
between Houston, the fourth largest city in the 
United States, and Dallas, the ninth largest city.  
That puts the 16,000 trips a day made along Rob-
inson Road in perspective.   The problem is those 
trips are being made on a road built for 2,000 

State of the City
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trips a day, and, OUR people live on this road.  It 
seems we’ve been forced to find a solution for 
our “little” problem in a bigger world, all on our 
own.  It is a bit daunting for our hometown, but 
your City Council and staff are diligent and cre-
ative, and I feel confident we will have a solu-
tion that DOES NOT add to the financial burden 
of our citizens.   
    The other issue is drainage.  Our Sam Bell Gul-

ly that runs 
behind the 
b u s i n e s s e s 
along I-45 
and through 
our park, out 
to the south 
and into the 
Drainage Dis-
trict 6, is the 
main vehicle 
for storm 
water from 
our city, par-
ticularly the 
south end.  
The City re-

cently invested deeply into a comprehensive 
drainage study to determine what issues we 
have and what solutions are available to effec-
tively move the areas of our city still in the flood 
plain OUT of the flood plain.  Part of what we 
have learned is that we are not the major con-
tributor to Sam Bell Gully.  This ditch also re-
ceives water from the Woodlands Town Center, 
and even more from I-45 (TXDOT).  This has been 
true since before the City incorporated, but now 
we must find a solution for our residents.  Again, 
it is daunting, but we continue to seek solutions 
that do not rest totally on our shoulders.  
     We are pressing on in medias res.    

VIcky Rudy, City Manager

In Medias Res 
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Building Oak Ridge North
Masonry Ordinance 

   The City Council of Oak Ridge North recently 
adopted masonry standards for commercial and 
residential buildings within the City limits.  The 
City adopted this ordinance to add value, beau-
ty, and durability to our community, as well as 
protect the values of our homes.  Other cities in 
Montgomery County have previously adopted 
similar ordinances, including Conroe, Shenan-
doah, Willis, and Magnolia.  The ordinance was 
adopted after extensive study by the Planning & 
Zoning Commission.
   The new ordinance addresses new construc-
tion.  It also addresses redevelopment or situa-
tions where  there is substantial improvements 
to existing buildings.  The masonry requirements 
will be found in Appendix A of the Oak Ridge 
North Code of Ordinances.  Each zoning district 
of the city has different masonry standards. 
   The ordinance states that “single-family dwell-
ings, including group homes, and their attached 
or detached garages shall contain a minimum 
of seventy-five percent (75%) brick, stone, or a 
combination thereof on the exterior of the dwell-
ing which fronts a public street on the first floor 
only.  If the single-family dwelling is located on 
a corner lot that is adjacent to a public street, 
then all sides of the single-family dwelling that 
are adjacent to the public street shall also con-
tain a minimum of seventy-five percent (75%) 
brick, stone, or combination thereof. Doors and 
windows are excluded when calculating the mini-
mum seventy-five percent (75%) requirement.  
The remaining twenty-five percent (25%) of the 
exterior front and side of the first floor shall con-
sist of brick, stone, cement siding, stucco, wood, 
or a combination thereof.  Gables are excluded 
from the masonry requirement.”
   If you have any other questions in regards to 
the new masonry standards, please contact the 
building official John Beisert at jbeisert@oakrid-
genorth.com or at  713-705-9522.

John Beisert, Building Official



            
Fall Festival Recap 
Community Events 
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BOB AND KATHY MONTES REALTORS®
l e t  u s  f i n d  y o u r  d r e a m

t a r g e t  r e a l t y

The Woodlands  -  Magnolia  -  Shenandoah  -  Oak Ridge North  -  Spring   

2501 Spring Landing - Pearland, TX

The MARKET is HOT! CALL NOW to dive into this GREAT DEAL!

Sign Upfor ourNewsletter!

Our Services Include:

2 Agents For The Price Of One!

Professional Staging
--Interior and Exterior--

Professioal Photography And
 Virtual Tours

Advertising And Marketing

@montesrealestate

#montesrealty

  Huge THANK YOU to all our sponsors:

Texas Academy of Dance Arts 
Elders Absolutely Cool Automotive

Scardino Landscaping 
Royce E. Strickland, DDS

Wake Church
Keystone Signature Properties

Oak Ridge Baptist Church
Sojourn Academy

Generations Church
Faith United Methodist Church

Life Spring Church
Friends of Heather Lane 

On Saturday October 8th, the City hosted the Third 
Annual Fall Festival! This year we had over 30 vendors, 
two bounce houses, a trackless train, fast pitch baseball, 
FREE professional family photos, and more! The event 
was put together by the Community Affairs Commit-
tee. Local churches set up tons of games and facepaint-
ing for the kids. We had over 1,300 people in attendance 
this year! We cannot wait until next year. 



Hometown Christmas 
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Baseball Field Renovations 
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   Like every great hometown, Oak Ridge North takes pride in 
our parks and the programs they allow us to offer to our resi-
dents. Teddy Bear Park on Robinson Road allows a safe en-
vironment for littles ones to have birthday parties or simply 
blow off some energy on the playground equipment. Marilyn 
Edgar Park is the larger of the two and includes a pavilion 
and grilling area, basketball and tennis courts, a six lap lane 
pool, two baseball fields, and a convenient walking path! 
   Currently the City of Oak Ridge North operates two base-
ball fields at our Marilyn Edgar Park. If you ever stop by the 
park on a week night, you are likely to see little league prac-
tices on the fields. Currently residents are able to rent the 
fields until dusk because the fields do not have lights. 
   As part of the Public Space Master Plan, the city decided 
to renovate the current fields. Work will begin as soon as 
the holiday season! The area will be turned into a one large 
field with lighting, fencing, and netting! We are looking for-
ward to this opportunity to better serve our residents. With 
the renovations, residents can rent the field until the park 
closes at 10:00 PM. The netting and fencing will also provide 
a safer environment by stopping fly balls from ending up in 
the parking lot or interfering with those walking the sidewalk 
around the park.
   To reserve the fields you can contact Arleen Hutchison, Util-
ity Billings Clerk, at ahutchison@oakridgenorth.com . 

Sarah McClure, Community Programs 
Coordinator 

Public Works

Inside Villa Salon
27176 I-45 North, Suite 5
Oakridge North, TX 77385
n-style@sbcglobal.net

Inside Villa Salon
27176 I-45 North, Suite 5
Oakridge North, TX 77385
n-style@sbcglobal.net
Cell: 281-330-3048Cell: 281-330-3048

$10 off Cut and Color
When you mention this ad

when  scheduling your appointment
~ First time customers only ~

Tuesday - Saturday
9am - 6pm

Tuesday - Saturday
9am - 6pm

Doing Hair Since 1981
In The Woodlands Since 1993



                              
Texas Academy of Dance Arts (TADA)
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Business Spotlight 
   After teaching at another dance stu-
dio for nearly 15 years, Kristan Ballard 
decided it was time to open her own 
dance studio.  In September 2014 the 
Texas Academy of Dance Arts (TADA) 
opened its doors in Oak Ridge North.  
Ballard, along with her husband Sam, 
are residents of Oak Ridge North and 
love that the area feels like an “up 
and coming hub for children’s activi-
ties.”   Ballard and her husband have 
two girls and longtime ties to the City.          
   Ballard was a dancer as a child and 
received a scholarship to the Univer-
sity of Hawaii. She also received her 
doctorate in literature from the Uni-
versity of Houston.

   The TADA studio originally featured 
9,000 square feet with five rooms.  
With a recent expansion, TADA now 
encompasses 14,000 square feet, 
seven rooms, a homework room, ex-
panded dressing rooms, a larger gal-
lery, as well as a coffee bar for parents.  
The studio boasts 22 highly qualified 
instructors and an approximate en-

rollment of 500 students.  A 
majority of the instructors 
have a degree in dance, are 
also dancing professionally, 
and are teaching.  
   TADA offers a variety of 
genres, including: tap, jazz, hip 
hop, contemporary, drill team, 
acro, musical theater and 
Zumba.  Classes start at age 
two for the ‘TADA Tinies’ and 
moves up from there for all ages and 
instructional levels.  There are two 
levels of competitive dance teams, as 
well as classes for boys only.  In Sep-
tember of 2016, TADA also began 
its ‘Boom TADA – Hip Hop Crew’ 

classes.  TADA of-
fers ‘Parent’s Night 
Out’ as well as cou-
ples dance classes.
   Ballard’s goal in 
opening TADA was 
to create a “place 
where it was a 
warm and nurturing 
family atmosphere 
– where there were 

opportunities for kids whatever 
level they’re at...as well as com-
munity outreach.”  Ballard dis-
cusses the positive aspect of com-
munity outreach not only for the 
community at large but the impact 
it has on the dancer as well.  A por-
tion of the sales for TADA’s upcoming 
performance of the Nutcracker will 
benefit the “Beyond Batten Disease: 

The Will Herndon Fund.”  The per-
formance will be at College Park High 
School on December 4th, and there 
will also be a Nutcracker Soiree that 
allows a meet and greet of characters 

on November 18th.  
   For registration or upcoming events, 
please visit the TADA website at www.
dancetada.com.  

Heather Neeley, Director of Economic 



                

 

We can help you find your 
Home Sweet Home! 

Not just a destination...but a way of life! 

Keystone Signature Properties 
Buy     ~    Sell     ~      Lease      ~      Property Management 

 www.KeystoneSignature.com        
832-764-0156 

OUR WAY OF LIFE… 
Providing Exceptional Services     
Enriching Through Education        

Inspiring Those Around us         
While Giving Back 

Serving Oak Ridge North  
and Greater Houston 

Paula Cleveland 
Broker 

Holiday Saftey 
Police Spotlight 
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to want to break into your vehicle.   
During these past few months we 
have seen an increase in car bur-

glaries where weapons have been 
stolen from the vehicles.   The Oak 
Ridge North Police Department 
asks for your cooperation by not 

  Where have the last ten months 
gone? The stores have already put 
out decorations, so there is no 
doubt the season 
is upon us.  With 
the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas Holi-
days fast approach-
ing, the Oak Ridge 
North Police De-
partment asks for 
your help.
   There recently has 
been an increase in 
car burglaries of un-
locked vehicles. The 
police department 
urges you to se-
cure your vehicles 
and your property.   
More importantly, do not leave 
valuable items within plain site 
in your parked vehicle; this only 
gives a car burglar a better reason 

leaving weapons in unattended 
vehicles, this only gives a criminal 
the opportunity to use a weapon 

in a nefarious way.   
   We also would like to re-
mind you that during this 
holiday season, be mind-
ful of your surroundings 
when shopping, trans-
porting gifts, and attend-
ing holiday events. 
As always if you should 
see any suspicious activ-
ity please call the Oak 
Ridge North Police De-
partment. 
Happy Thanksgiving and 
Merry Christmas! 

  Lt. Tom Libby, Oak Ridge 
North Police Department



Kaitlynn Jasinski

Mayor: Jim Kuykendall
Mayor Pro Tem: Clint McClaren

Council Members:
Place 1: Tom Coale

Place 2: Clint McClaren
Place 3: Alex Jones

Place 4: Michelle Cassio
Place 5: Frances Planchard
Vicky Rudy, City Manager

Laura Calcote, City Secretary
Andy Walters, Chief of Police

Joe Sherwin, Director of Public Works/
Engineering

Kristen Woolley, Director of Finance
Heather Neeley, Director of Economic Development

John Beisert, Building Official

City of Oak Ridge North
Monthly Meeting Schedule

City Council
2nd & 4th Mondays 7:00 p.m. 

Planning and Zoning
1st Monday 7:00 p.m.

Economic Development Corporation
3rd Monday 7:00 p.m.

Community Affairs Committee
4th Tuesday  6:30 p.m. 

For complete schedules and agendas visit:
oakridgenorth.com 

The public is ALWAYS welcome!

City Council and Staff 

The Oak Ridge North Community News is a quarterly 
publication, designed and produced by Sarah McClure,                     
Community Programs Coordinator for the City of Oak Ridge 
North. Front page photo courtesy of local photographer, Robert 

Harrington, owner of Bella Vista Productions.
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Kaitlynn is the 
City’s newest 
Court Clerk. 
She has been 
a part of the 
staff here at 
City Hall since 
May of this 
year. Kaitlynn 
has worked 
hard to take 
care of our 
court and we 
are excited 
to have her 
as one of our 
newest em-
ployees! 

     Kaitlynn grew up in the area and is an Oak 
Ridge High School graduate! Before this posi-
tion, Kaitlynn worked at the First National Bank 
of Huntsville as a bank teller. 
She currently attends Sam Houston State Uni-
versity, where she is studying Criminal Justice. 
           When she is not at work she enjoys hunt-
ing, fishing, and watching sports! 
     You will see Kaitlynn at City Hall behind the 
court window. Be sure to give her a wave the 
next time you stop through. We are excited to 
have a homegrown employee working for the 
city!

All-PawsPetSitting.com
936-443-7514

Pets cared for in the com-
fort of their own home.
Bonded and insured for 

everyone‛s safety.
Keep them at home, just 

don‛t make them wait! 
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We’re on the web!
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27424 Robinson Road
Oak Ridge North, Texas 77385
Phone: 281-292-4648
Fax: 281-367-7729
oakridgenorth.com


