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Community News

Marilyn Edgar Park Swimming Pool
      The swimming pool at Marilyn Ed-
gar Park has long been a place of fun for 
residents and families from Oak Ridge 
North and surrounding communities 
to beat the heat during those infamous 
Texas dog days of summer.  Well, the 
pool just got more cool!
     Since 2010, the Montgomery County 
YMCA has 
m a n a g e d 
the pool 
at Marilyn 
Edgar Park. 
The City ap-
p r e c i a t e s 
the years 
of work and 
service the 
YMCA put 
in to the 
pool and 
the dedica-
tion they provided to our citizens and 
visitors. However, in April the City took 
over management of the pool.   The City 
then hired one of our newest employ-
ees, Sarah McClure, as Pool Manager.  
Sarah is a very experienced pool man-
ager and instructor.  She has already 
completed a successful Otters Swim 
Team season.  The use of the pool over 
Memorial Day Weekend was at an all-
time high and we expect to see more 
and more residents utilizing this won-
derful neighborhood amenity. 
     With a pool manager dedicated to 

overseeing the pool on a full time ba-
sis, the City is able to offer residents 
swim related amenities tailored for 
our community, and delivered in our 
community.  Some of these include af-
ter hour pool rentals and private swim 
or group lessons.  In the past, if a swim 
class didn’t have a certain number of 

students 
it was 
cancelled 
or trans-
ferred to 
a YMCA 
f a c i l -
ity.  Un-
der the 
c u r r e n t 
manage-
ment, all 
c l a s s e s , 
no mat-

ter what size, will be provided for at 
the City pool.  Many additional recre-
ation options are in development, such 
as water aerobics and special times for 
lap swimming. For details about these 
amenities and others visit our website 
at oakridgenorth.com and look under 
the parks and recreation tabs under de-
partments.   If you have ideas about ser-
vices you would like to see included at 
the pool, please contact Sarah McClure.  
She can be reached at 713-824-0460.
     Sarah has also been in charge of hir-
ing a team of well-trained life guards to 

oversee a safe environment at the pool 
and to serve the residents of Oak Ridge 
North as we enter the summer months.   
Remember, safety is our number one 
priority but we are also very excited to 
offer our citizens and visitors these oth-
er new amenities as well. 
     For more information on Sarah Mc-
Clure, read the employee spotlight on 
page 12 of this issue.  For information 
on the interesting history of the Mari-
lyn Edgar Pool, see “State of the City” 
on page 4.
      See you at the pool!



       As a reminder to residents, the police department publishes a weekly 
“crime blotter” that residents can access to keep up with the “goin’s on” at 
the Police Department. Residents can access this online at NIXLE.com. Once 
there, the resident can sign up for the service at no cost. The NIXLE system 
is also used by the Police Department as an emergency management tool to 
notify citizens of pending problems or situations. By signing up for the crime 

blotter, you will also receive weather statements and other information that is pertinent to law 
enforcement and public safety. 

FOR YOUR SUMMER GARDENING REMINDERS BE 
CAREFUL WITH VINCA. THEY TEND TO GET A VIRUS 

AND TURN BROWN STARTING AT THE TOP AND 
THEY DO NOT LIKE A LOT OF WATER.  GARDEN 

VEGETABLES LIKE TOMATOES, SQUASH AND GREEN 
BEANS ARE GOING WELL THIS TIME OF YEAR TOO. 

FLOWERS THAT DO WELL NOW ARE PETUNIAS, 
MARIGOLDS, IMPATIENS, AND GERANIUMS.

AS FAR AS BUTTERFLIES AND HUMMINGBIRDS, 
THEY LIKE SALVIS, BEE BALM, DAY LILLY, AND PETU-

NIAS.  ALOS, IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO WORK COM-
POST INTO YOUR LAWN.  JUST SPREAD LIGHTLY 

AND RAKE IN TO FEED THE ROOTS.  FINALLY, AS THE 
TEMPERATURE RISES BRING THE WHEELS 

OF THE MOWER UP AND CUT THE GRASS HIGHER.

GOOD LUCK AND HAPPY GARDENING! 
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   Gayle’s Green T umb 

NIXLE
What’s New



     Oak Ridge North has al-
ways been and continues 
to be very special to me.  
When I was appointed 
Mayor I was determined 
to insure that we main-
tain our hometown atmo-
sphere.  Now after being 
re-elected for my third 
term, I am still 100 percent 
committed to making and 
keeping our city “what a 
hometown should be.”  
       I have a vision where-
by our neighborhoods are 
strong and maintained.  
We really don’t have room 
for more neighborhood 
development so we must 
protect what we have.  
That protection comes 
from  strong ordinances 
and code enforcement.    
    I advocate developing 
our business areas and the 
areas to our east so those 

new businesses can gen-
erate property, inventory, 
and sales taxes for the city.  
That development will 
help keep our residential 
property taxes low for a 
long time to come.  
    We must continue to 
invest in the replacement 
of our aging water lines, 
parks, sidewalks, drain-
age, streets and essentials 
that make our city a home-
town.   We must build our 
community, not just for 
today, but for those who 
come after us, and keep 
our property values strong.
      We must insure we have 
the protection and servic-
es we want by supporting 
our Police Department 
and Public Works Depart-
ments at the level required 
to provide the service we 
expect!

     We are no longer the 
bedroom community that 
was formed over 40 years 
ago.  We have had tremen-
dous growth all around us 
and traffic continues to be 
our biggest problem.  We 
have grown into a small city 
that is trying to keep our 
“hometown” spirit alive.  
Through it all, we are still a 
community where people 
want to raise their children 
in a secure environment!
    My intent is to consis-
tently lead our city in a 
positive direction.  We 
have had some bumps 
along the way and we have 
learned some lessons.  By 
working together we can 
and will deal with the is-
sues and find solutions. 
     My vision continues to 
be to build a “hometown” 
future on the great foun-

Mayor Jim Kuykendall

My Vision for Oak Ridge North 

dation that was laid down 
by our founders.  Strong 
neighborhoods, solid wa-
ter and sewer infrastruc-
tures, top notch Police and 
Public services, with a low 
tax rate.
     God Bless you and your 
family,

Jim Kuykendall, Mayor

3

From the Mayor



     Last year at about this time, now former Council mem-
ber Christian Walsh asked me what service, what quality 
of life issue, are we not adequately providing our citizens?  
I immediately thought of the swimming pool at Marilyn 
Edgar Park.
     Our Marilyn Edgar swimming pool has a long history.   
The Marilyn Edgar Park pool 
was built in the 1970’s by Asso-
ciated Properties, a developer 
working in the area who built 
many of the homes here today.  
There was an existing pool at 
what is now Teddy Bear Park 
that was built by a previous de-
veloper in the 1960’s.    
     Ownership of the Marilyn 
Edgar Pool and Teddy Bear 
Park pool then passed to the 
Oak Ridge Swim Club when 
they purchased them for 
a reported $100,000.  The 
Swim Club operated and 
maintained them for a 
number of years before the 
Oak Ridge Municipal Utility 
District (MUD) took over 
ownership.   At this point 
the pools first became a 
“public pools,” changing 
forever the context of its 
use as primarily swim club, 
though evolution of to a 
public pool environment 
was gradual.  The pool at 
Teddy Bear Park was eventually filled in and converted to 
the very popular playground you see today.
     During this period and after, the Marilyn Edgar pool 
was maintained and lifeguarded by various arrange-
ments, mostly by the Swim Club, utility district staff, or 
contracts with various individuals or entities.  Always, the 
Otters Swim Team and its competitions were dominate at 
the pool.  Many current swim team competitors are sec-
ond and third generation Oak Ridge Otters, the team hav-
ing swam at the one of the Oak Ridge North pools now 
for more than 45 years!  Not all of them live in the limits 
of the City, but many of them share this sense of history 
and ownership, and identify with Oak Ridge North.  It is a 
source of pride to the Otters and to our City.    
      When the MUD incorporated into the City of Oak Ridge 

State of the City
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North in 1979, the pool continued under a variety of man
agement arrangements until 2010 when the City contract-
ed with the YMCA to manage the pool and the Otter use 
of the pool.  Up to 2010 the state rules governing public 
pools morphed and changed, becoming stricter and more 
safety conscious in response to issues that arose in public 
pools over time.  The YMCA provided some of most pro-

fessional management of the 
pool in its history, and provided 
a transition to a fully compliant 
public pool.   
     This transition has been very 
successful, but not without 
conflicts and issues.  We have 
struggled, hand-in-hand with 
the Otters Swim Team, to pre-
serve their historic home while 
meeting the requirements of a 

public pool, and providing a 
welcoming source of recre-
ation to our residents.  
       When Councilman Walsh 
asked that question, I knew 
that we still had a long way 
to go with the pool and our 
parks and recreation pro-
grams.  We felt like our resi-
dents were not getting the 
full benefits of a hometown 
pool and park experience.  
    To address this short 
coming we are very excited 
to have hired a fully quali-
fied and experienced on 

staff pool manager to not only run the pools, but to de-
velop pool and park programming.  We are hoping this 
provides, not only accountability of City staff, but a more 
personal, resident focused program.  Please read the ar-
ticle introducing Pool Manager Sarah McClure, and the 
other articles in this issue regarding pool activities for this 
summer.  We hope you will follow and take part in these 
opportunities!  
       We expect Sarah to contribute greatly to this and 
other aspects of the City as we continue to always strive 
to improve on our hometown experience! 

Vicky Rudy, City Manager

Pool at Marilyn Edgar Park
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Building Oak Ridge North
Carbon Monoxide Safety



            
Fourth of July 
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Community Events 

      The Fourth of July is quickly approaching and that 
means a big celebration in Oak Ridge North! The City is 
gearing up for its annual parade and Third Annual Clas-
sic Car and Truck Show! (Weather permitting the car 
show will be held in the ballfield this year.) Both of these 
events have been ever growing in past years and we are 
excited to bring them back again this year! 
      The parade lineup will begin at 8:30 am, parade 
start will be at 9 am, and park activities (including the 
car show and judging) will take place from 10am-1pm. 
       If you are interested in entering the parade or car 
show please contact Emily Alley, Community Relations 

Associate for more information. Car and truck show 
participants will be on a first come first serve basis and 
spots fill up quickly! You can also download the appli-
cation at oakridgenorth.com by going to the commu-
nity events page under the “About Us” tab. 



Event Schedule 

You don’t  want to miss a minute of the fun at this 
year’s events. They are currently scheduled as follows: 

--Fourth of July:

Parade lineup is at 
8:30 am, Parade will 
begin at 9 am,  park 
events will run from 
10-1pm and include 
a live band, food, 
kids activities, and 
the third annual 
classic car and truck 
show!

--Fall Festival:

Tentatively sched-
uled for Saturday, 
October 6th from 
10am-2pm in Mari-
lyn Edgar Park. 
Vendors welcome 

to register by contacting Emily at ealley@oakrid-
genorth.com. 
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--Chirstmas Parade & Santa in the Park:

Tentatively scheduled for 
Saturday, Decemeber 10th. 
Exciting details to come! 
Stayed tuned to our website 
and facebook page for more 
information. 

For all event information please 
contact Emily

ealley@oakridgenorth.com

Summer 2016 
Marilyn Edgar Park Pool hours 

May 28  Closed for Otters Home Meet until 3 p.m. (Saturday) 

   4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Open to Public  

May 29-30  Memorial weekend   10 a.m. - 8 p.m.  

My 31-June 3 Pool Closed to Public (School still in session) 

June 4-5     10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

June 11  Closed for Otters Home Meet until 3 p.m. (Saturday) 

   4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Open to Public  

June 7-June 17   Monday  Closed   

   Tuesday-Friday 1 p.m. – 8 p.m. 

   Saturday  10 a.m. – 8 p.m. 

   Sunday    1 p.m. – 6 p.m. 

June 18- August 19   Monday  Closed 

   Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. 

   Saturday  10 a.m. – 8 p.m. 

   Sunday    1 p.m. – 6 p.m. 

July 4th   Independence Day 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. (Monday) 

August 20,21,26,27 (Weekends Only)  

   Saturday   10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

   Sunday   1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

September 3, 4, 5  Labor Day Weekend  10 a.m. – 8 p.m. all 3 days 

Pool Passes:    Daily Fees:  

Oak Ridge North Residents: $50.00 Per person ages 3 and older: $4.00 

Non-residents: $75.00   Seniors 55 and over:  $2.00 
For pool maintenance complaints please call the Pool Manager, Sarah 
McClure: 713-824-0460 or Oak Ridge North Pool Office:  281-298-7173 

 

Inside Villa Salon
27176 I-45 North, Suite 5
Oakridge North, TX 77385
n-style@sbcglobal.net

Inside Villa Salon
27176 I-45 North, Suite 5
Oakridge North, TX 77385
n-style@sbcglobal.net
Cell: 281-330-3048Cell: 281-330-3048

$10 off Cut and Color
When you mention this ad

when  scheduling your appointment
~ First time customers only ~

Tuesday - Saturday
9am - 6pm

Tuesday - Saturday
9am - 6pm

Doing Hair Since 1981
In The Woodlands Since 1993



           
Flood Insurance 
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     The Houston area, including Oak Ridge 
North, has experienced two 500 year rains 
in two nights, May 26th and 27th.  This fol-
lowed a similar storm in April.  At press time, 
more rain was on the way.  So now, as the 
dog days of summer approach and mark 
their territory with tropical storms and hur-
ricanes, it is a good time to discuss the topic 
of rain events and impacts. 
     Since 1979, this area has seen ten in-
aptly nicknamed “100-year” rain events – so 
many that FEMA has officially changed from 
using the term “100-year storm” to “1-per-
cent storm”, obviously hoping to confuse 
the public with statistical verbiage and pos-
sibly blame the nation’s wealthiest for natu-
ral disasters. Let’s look at these ten events 
and see what we can learn from them.
• In 1979, Tropical Storm (TS) Claudia 
dropped a US record 24-hour rainfall 
amount of 43 inches. That’s approximately 
750 million gallons of water per square mile. 
15,000 homes flooded.
•   In 1983, a month after Hurricane Alicia 
moved through, a nine inch rainfall fell and 
flooded 1,000 homes.
•  In 1989, the original TS Allison moved 
through and flooded 1,100 homes. This 
came on the heels of a flood one month 
earlier that flooded 1,400 homes.
•     In 1994, Montgomery County received 
between eight inches to 28 inches of rain. 

More than half of the 43 stream gauges re-
corded historical peak flows, 22,000 homes 
were flooded, and 17 people were killed.
•    In 1998, TS Frances lead the way as the 
first of three floods occurred between Sep-
tember and December. 2,700 homes were 
flooded.
•  In 2001, the mutant off-spring of the 1989 
Allison was spawned and TS Allison II flood-
ed the area with 40 inches of rain. 70,000 
homes were flooded and 23 people were 
killed.
•     In 2006, 11 inches of rain fell and flood-
ed 3,000 homes.
•   In 2009, 2,100 homes were flooded with 
the large rain event that dropped nine inch-
es in a 24-hour period.
•  In 2015, the Memorial Day flood occurred 
which had followed a month-long rain event.
•     In April 2016, the latest flood event oc-
curred releasing nine inches of rain in ap-
proximately four hours to this area.  More 
than 20 inches of rain was recorded by the 
SH 290 corridor.
Lesson 1 – we live in an area that is relatively 
flat and it rains a LOT.
Lesson 2 – just because we may not live in 
the FEMA-designated floodplain area, it 
does not mean that flooding won’t occur.  
Four percent of TS Allison II’s flood victims 
lived outside the FEMA-designated flood-
plain area.

Lesson 3 – there are some storm events that 
exceed an area’s ability to handle them. 
Lesson 4 – communities need to be pro-
active with their storm water programs, as 
well as their emergency plans. Response 
and recovery is made easier during and after 
a flood with good planning. 
Lesson 5 – just because the “100-year” flood 
event has occurred, there is still a one per-
cent chance that it will occur again in any 
given year. That’s almost a 30% chance of 
occurring during a 30-year mortgage.
Lesson 6 – Federal disaster funding is slow 
and does not cover everything.
Lesson 7 – buy flood insurance. It takes 30 
days to become effective and is the only 
coverage that protects you from rising wa-
ters (home owner’s insurance does not). A 
plugged inlet from trash can cause areas 
that normally don’t flood to become inun-
dated.
Lesson 8 – talk to your community officials 
or floodplain administrator for facts, infor-
mation, and details on what you can do. The 
more information our residents have, the 
better we can all be prepared for when the 
next flood occurs.
     If you have questions on storms, drainage, 
floods, etc. contact Joe Sherwin, Director of 
Public Works and Engineering at 832-381-
3364.  Joe serves as our City’s Floodplain 
Administrator.

Public Works



     While featuring a business spotlight 
on the Pod Aquatic, I was able to meet 
with two moms who were there with 
their sons for swim lessons.  Both chil-
dren went through the infant aquatic 
program (survival swim). Lauren Rop-
er, of Conroe, has a pool in her back-
yard and thus thought it was imperative 
to teach their son Cade, pictured right, 
to swim.  Cade, now two and a half 
years old took approximately 4-6 weeks 
to really get used to the water and com-
fortable going to swim, now he looks 
forward to his weekly group lesson.
     Terrie Cosby, of Spring, has a dif-
ferent reasoning behind the lessons. In 
July of 2015 while setting up a canopy 
near a friend’s pool on a playdate, her 
son Tyler (pictured floating) fell into 
the pool.  Cosby, an ICU nurse, was 
able to resuscitate her son prior to the 
EMS arrival and then be with him once 
he woke up at the hospital.  Tyler has no 
memory of the ordeal but his mom sure 
does.  After this event, Tyler came to 
the Pod and entered the infant aquatic 
program.  Tyler, now three, is in group 
lessons, while his sister has begun the 
infant aquatic program.  Cosby is in-
sistent that these lessons are an invest-
ment in a parent’s piece of mind. 

                              
Pod Aquatics 

9

Business Spotlight 
     In 2008, Gail Harris started an infant 
swim program at the YMCA Shadow 
Bend location.  Once she delved into 
the program, she realized she needed 
her own space.  In order to create a real 
swim program she 
needed multiple 
pools-specifical-
ly designed for 
teaching, control 
of temperature 
and chemicals 
and the appropri-
ately trained in-
structors.  Harris 
moved to multiple 
locations around 
the Spring area be-
fore finding the 
10,000 square 
foot location on 
Hanna Road in 
Oak Ridge North.
This location 
provided enough 
space to create 
the environment 
necessary for the 
programs she 
wanted to teach.              
      There are 
three pools, one 
that serves as the in-
fant aquatic training, one for group les-
sons and a 75-foot lap pool.  The Pod 
offers: Masters classes, basic training/
private lessons/small group swim as well 
as water aerobics and triathlon training.  
The pools are kept at approximately 90 
degrees to be comfortable for the young-
est of swimmers.  

     The Pod employs roughly 14 employ-
ees including three infant aquatic certi-
fied instructors. The Pod is unique in the 
area, as it teaches a basic training or sur-
vival swim for infants, with lessons start-

ing at as young 
as six months 
old.  Many other 
swim resources 
only teach a wa-
ter acclimation 
for those chil-
dren younger 
than 3 years of 
age.  “The prob-
lem with water 
acclimation, is 
that it teaches 
the child the 
water is a safe, 
fun environ-
ment to be in.  
Until they learn 
to master it and 
survive in that 
environment, 
it can be lethal.
Learning to 
swim is the first 
priority, they 
have to be able 
to survive in the 

water first, then they 
can have fun.”  This technique allows the 
infants to fall into the pool and learn to 
roll over on their backs and float.  This 
crucial timing allows parents/caretakers 
of the fallen child to reach them.  
     With this philosophy in mind, Harris 
found a space here in Oak Ridge North 
that allows her the opportunity to be-

gin training with 
infants and have 
them carry their 
training through at 
the same facility.  
Harris explains “Our 
goal, our motto, our 
mission is to teach a 
lifelong love of safe 
swimming.”  Harris 
and her staff want 
all children to love 

the water but understand the safety in-
volved, thus the reason for the aquatic 
program and the reason behind Gail’s 
lollipops which are received after each 
lesson.
     For more information please visit po-
daquatics.com or swim@podaquatics.
com. 

 Heather Neeley, Director of Economic 
Development 

Amy Stockham, Infant Aquatic Instructor 

Gail Hams, Owner 



                
Montgomery County Emergency Management (MCEM)
Police Spotlight 
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Montgomery County Emergency 
Management (MCEM) folks and 
gathered data and information to 

fill out the mountain of forms and 
letters need to get reimbursement 
to those affected.  Almost immedi-
ately after the rain the Mayor de-

      Storms come and storms go.  
The weather constantly changes in 
this part of Texas.  We really don’t 
have seasons, just different 
amounts of rain.  This last 
rain we received was sub-
stantial.  It flooded some 
homes in the south end of 
the city and caused folks 
some heartache.  Thankful-
ly, I’ve never had a fire or a 
flood, but I’m sure they are 
both devastating: the loss 
of a lifetime of memories, 
the hassle of dealing with 
insurance companies and 
contractors.  The City tries 
to respond appropriately to 
these events and offer sup-
port to those impacted.  
After the recent storm, 
the City contacted everyone af-
fected by the rains and assessed 
their conditions and needs.  We 
started preliminary filings with the 

clared the City a disaster area and 
signed a declaration to file with 
MCEM.  Now it just comes down to 

the clean-up.  
     The last problems we had 
were during Hurricane Ike.  
Before that, Rita caused us 
issues.  Who can forget the 
floods in 2008, Allison and 
the big one in 1994.  And 
there will be storms in the 
future, evacuations, and 
other calamities, but the 
City will be here to help 
our citizens and businesses 
as much as it can.  This is 
our home, our village.  We 
share it with each other. We 
watch the kids grow up. We 
grow old with each other.  
We help one another along 

the way.  That’s what makes     a 
hometown.

Andy Walters, Chief of Police 



Sarah McClure

Mayor: Jim Kuykendall
Mayor Pro Tem: Clint McClaren

Council Members:
Place 1: Tom Coale

Place 2: Clint McClaren
Place 3: Alex Jones

Place 4: Michelle Cassio
Place 5: Frances Planchard
Vicky Rudy, City Manager

Laura Calcote, City Secretary
Andy Walters, Chief of Police

Joe Sherwin, Director of Public Works/
Engineering

Kristen Woolley, Director of Finance
Heather Neeley, Director of Economic Development

John Beisert, Building Official
Patricia Rivera, Municipal Court Clerk

City of Oak Ridge North
Monthly Meeting Schedule

City Council
2nd & 4th Mondays 7:00 p.m. 

Planning and Zoning
1st Monday 7 p.m.

Economic Development Corporation
3rd Monday 7 p.m.

Community Affairs Committee
4th Tuesday 6:30 p.m. 

For complete schedules and agendas visit:
oakridgenorth.com 

Te public is ALWAYS welcome!

City Council and Staff 

Te Oak Ridge North Community News is a quarterly 
publication, designed and produced by Emily Alley, Community 

Relations Associate for Oak Ridge North. Front page photo 
courtesy of local photographer, Robert Harrington, owner of Bella 

Vista Productions.
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    Sarah McClure 
began her work 
with the City in 
March as the Pool 
Manager. She is 
responsible for 
overseeing all ac-
tivity at the pool 
at Marilyn Edgar 
Park, a big job she 
has taken in stride 
since day one. 
Sarah grew up in 
The Woodlands 
and attended Col-
lege Park High 
School. She later 
attended the Uni-

versity of Missouri where she graduated with two 
degrees in both Communications and Political Sci-
ence as well as a minor in Public Service and Lead-
ership. 
     After college she worked as a Constituent Ser-
vices Representative for Congresswomen Vicky 
Hartzler for a year and a half before moving back 
to Texas. Preceeding her job with Oak Ridge North 
Sarah worked at the YMCA Camp Cullen in Trinity. 
     Outside of work Sarah continues to volunteer 
with the YMCA, does crossfit, and travels back to 
Kansas City, MO to visit friends. She has two cats, 
Reeses and Peanut.
     From her degree to past work experience and 
certifications, Sarah has made such a phenomenal 
addition to the staff here at the City. Whenever 
you visit the pool at Marilyn Edgar Park be sure to 
tell Sarah hello! 
     For information on the services offered at the 
pool such as the summer pool scheule and private 
swim lessons visit oakridgenorth.com or email 
Sarah directly at smmclure@oakridgenorth.com 
and she will answer any questions you may have. 
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27424 Robinson Road
Oak Ridge North, Texas 77385
Phone: 281-292-4648
Fax: 281-367-7729
oakridgenorth.com


