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Community News

    On July 16, 2014, FEMA sent a 
revised map to Oak Ridge North 
which was subsequently placed on 

the website for 
all the residents 
impacted by 
the error. How-
ever, lenders 
and mortgage 
companies are 
still utilizing the 
data and map 
that was placed 
on FEMA's web-
site and possibly 

the County's website. The review-
ing company in Austin that con-
sults for most of the lenders (Core 

Logic) has stated 
that they will use 
FEMA's informa-
tion until it is re-
solved by FEMA 
and new maps are 
issued.
    Many Oak Ridge 
North residents 
are being required 
to carry flood in-
surance at a high 

premium due to this ongoing issue.  
FEMA has told the City that it will is-
sue all new maps and data correcting 
this problem, but this effort will take 

approximately 30-45 days. A reim-
bursement is available for those who 
are incorrectly mapped retroactive 
to the time that flood insurance was 
first purchased. This is accomplished 
through your insurance company or 
lender.
    The City will post any information 
that FEMA provides as soon as it is 
received. For additional information 
or concerns, please contact Joe Sher-
win at 281-292-4648 or jsherwin@
oakridgenorth.com.

    FEMA map errors impact flood in-
surance requirements for portions of 
Oak Ridge North.
    In 2013, the City 
identified errors 
in the Flood Insur-
ance Rate Maps 
(FIRMs) within the 
City of Oak Ridge 
North and the City 
brought the er-
rors to the Federal 
Emergency Man-
agement Agency 
(FEMA). In Febru-
ary 2014 FEMA assured the City in 
writing that the 2013 revisions had 
taken place and the new FIRMs would 
reflect the correct 
changes.  How-
ever, when FEMA 
issued the new 
FIRMs in February 
2014, FEMA mis-
takenly sent the 
un-revised map 
and data to Mont-
gomery County, 
Shenandoah, and 
Oak Ridge North, 
all of whom share the same mapped 
area.  FEMA has been contacted and 
is working to resolve the error once 
again.

Flood Insurance Requirement Update



     Per Chapter 10 of the City of Oak Ridge North Code of Ordinances, animals at large are prohib-
ited in the city limits. The exception to that rule is cats. Cats may run at large as long as the cat 
has been vaccinated.  Ordinance 
also requires that dogs and cats 
be registered with the City.  Dogs 

must be on a leash when they are not confined 
within your yard or house.  There are additional 
requirements if you plan to take your pet to a 
city park.  Ordinance requires that dogs in a city 
park must be on a leash no greater than six feet 
in length. Another park requirement is that no 
dogs, leashed or unleased, are permitted in areas 
intended for the use and entertainment of chil-
dren, such as a designated playground area.

Cold weather is near so let’s prepare our gardens for Winter! 
November and December is the time to plant bulbs for Spring.
Cut back your rose bushes for a fall flush and use low number 
organic fertilizer.
Mulch with hardwood to protect the roots as well. Winter is the 
perfect time to aeriate your grass and to add sand or compost to 
low spots, but be sure to rake it in! Also, apply fungicide to brown 
spots.  For your vegatable garden the best things to plant this time 
of year is broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, peas, lettuce, collard and 
mustard greens.
Great Fall color plants include calendula, roses, snap dragons, pan-
sys and petunias.

I wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and won-
derful New Year.

Happy gardening!

Galye Scardino owns Scardino Landscaping & Irrigation. For more gardening tips 
contact her at gaylescardino@sbcglobal.net.
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   Gayle’s Green T umb 

Animals at large in Oak Ridge North

Waste Managment will pick up on 
regularly scheduled days (Monday: Gar-
bage; Tursday: Recycling) that fall on hol-
idays EXCEPT on Tanksgiving, Christ-
mas and New Year’s Day. 
Garbage and recycling will now be picked 
up on Memorial Day, Independance Day, 
and Labor day accordingly. 

NEW Collection Dates:



   It seems like Oak Ridge 
North is right in the 
middle of all of the road 
construction going on in 
our area.  To the north we 
have the fly-overs going 
in at I-45 and 242.  To the 
south we have the Grand 
Parkway overpass and 
fly-overs going in, all of it 
backing traffic up through 
our area and affecting our 
movements in those di-
rections.  As you know all 
so well, we have enough 
of our own traffic issues 
right in the middle of our 
city – Robinson Road!  The 
mobility study is almost 
completed and will “of-
ficially” be out in the next 
month or so with recom-
mendations for South 
Montgomery County.  
That study shows that we 
now have approximately 
16,000 trips a day utilizing 

Robinson Road.  With the 
growth that’s taking place 
in the coming years, that 
traffic number is expected 
to grow to 36,000 trips a 
day!  Oak Ridge North – 
we have a problem!!
   There are no easy solu-
tions to the congestion 
and mobility issues in and 
around our city.  Because 
we are right in the middle 
of what has been called 
the largest growth area 
in the United States, we 
have become part of it 
by default.  What was 
once a sleepy secure 
bedroom community 
has now become a busy 
growing city.  We are still 
secure because we have 
what I strongly consider 
to be one of finest police 
departments anywhere. 
I want to say that we are 
doing a very good job of 

staying on top of it. 
     Your City Council is 
working hand in hand 
with your city staff to 
insure everything we do 
is to the benefit of our 
citizens.  We are redevel-
oping the business and 
retail areas so we will get 
more sales tax revenue 
– and that will help keep 
our property taxes low.  
We are working on the 
long range comprehensive 
plan that you, the citizens, 
came together and told us 
you wanted for Oak Ridge 
North to make life better 
for you and your family.  
All of this takes time, and 
it’s going to take a lot of 
patience.   It is probably 
going to get worse be-
fore it gets better – so be 
aware and be patient.  
    This is our last newslet-
ter before Thanksgiving 

Mayor Jim Kuykendall

From the Mayor

and Christmas so I want 
to wish each of you a very 
happy holiday season.  I 
am thankful to you for 
allowing me to be your 
Mayor.  God bless each 
of you and your family in 
this holiday season and all 
through the year!
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   Five years ago, in early 2010, when I first inter-
viewed for the position of your city manager, things 
looked a little different in Oak Ridge North than they 
do today.  In my personal interview with a commit-
tee of community leaders that Saturday morning we 
talked a great deal about economic opportunities.  
We discussed the empty 
store fronts at Wood Ridge 
Plaza and the general dete-
riorating conditions along 
our I-45 feeder road.  We 
talked about slow develop-
ing business parks in our 
city on Hanna Road and 
east of the railroad tracks.  
We also talked about the 
issues along Robinson 
Road.  It was a very posi-
tive conversation because 
we talked about a vision for 
our city and what action we 
could take to help this com-
munity continue to thrive.   
I have to pinch myself as I 
drive through our home-
town today. Wood Ridge 
Plaza is nearly full, with 
amazing new stores in the 
pipeline right now that 
will continue to transform 
Wood Ridge into an im-
portant retail center.  The 
AMF bowling center is now 
transformed into a more 
vibrant Bowlero, modern-
ized and hip, and hopping.  
The Shoppes at Oak Ridge 
North (Hodges Hometown Grocery) has been pur-
chased and renovated and is filling up fast.  Most no-
table is the addition of iFLY (indoor sky diving) in the 
parking lot to the north!  You can’t miss the big hole in 
the ground now, but in a few weeks iFLY will become 
a regional landmark as its wind generating building 
rises up toward the sky.   In just a few months we 
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anticipate it will be joined by yet another landmark 
change, a hotel on the mostly empty lot at I-45 and 
Robinson Road (at the Woodlands Parkway overpass).   
Our business park to the east has morphed from a 
row of spec commercial buildings to over 20 build-
ings housing mostly light to medium manufactur

ing.  More are under devel-
opment.  Another business 
park is under development 
on Hanna Road, bringing 
the total business parks 
to four.  They are thriving!  
These business parks, and 
the developments on the 
I-45 feeder contribute 
greatly to our latest re-
duction in property taxes.
They also contribute to 
a change in the look and 
feel of Oak Ridge North 
as a thriving community.
In 2015 expect to see the 
addition of amenities to 
Oak Ridge North that you 
told us you, as a commu-
nity, wanted to see.  First 
up will be the beginning 
of a sidewalk project start-
ing with Woodson Road.  
We also expect to “brand” 
our city with new signage 
at the city limits and other 
key points.  We want the 
greater Houston area to 
know we are Oak Ridge 
North.  We are “What a 

hometown should be!”  
This is just the beginning of implementation of 
our comprehensive plan.  Our community is trans-
forming, but gratefully keeping its original qui-
et charm.  This is so important to keep in focus.
Again, I have to pinch myself.  I am so grateful to 
be a part of this exciting community.  I can’t wait 
to see the future happen right before our eyes!

Vicky Rudy, City Manager

Birdseye view of the iFly construction zone

Oak Ridge North Commerce Park

State of the City
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(The City of Oak Ridge North has ad-
opted the national and international 
codes which include building, electrical, 
plumbing, mechanical, fire, and property 
maintenance regulations, among others.  
Following is information from the Inter-
national Code Council which might help 
explain the benefits of building regula-
tion and building permits.)
    Building permits are very beneficial 
to you and your community.  By work-
ing with expert code officials, you will 
benefit from their knowledge of build-
ing codes to ensure your construction 
project is built right, will be safe, and 
will last. 
     The best way to find out if you need 
a permit is to call your local building 
department.  Discuss your plans with 
the building official before beginning 
construction to determine whether 
you need a permit.  This is important 
whether you are using a contractor or 
doing the work yourself.  Even if a per-
mit is not needed, the building official 
will answer construction questions and 
may provide valuable advice.  Building 
permits are usually required for new 
buildings or additions to a building or 

home.  They are also needed for some 
repairs and renovations.  This includes, 
but is not limited to bathrooms, kitch-
ens, decks, garages, roofing, electrical, 
plumbing, and heating, and air condi-
tioner work.  
     If your construction project does not 
comply with the codes adopted by your 
community, the value of your invest-
ment in your property could be re-
duced.  Property insurers may not cover 
work done without permits and inspec-
tions.  If you decide to sell a home or 
building that has had modifications 
without a permit, you may be required 
to tear down the addition, leave it un-
occupied, or make costly repairs.
     When obtaining a permit you will be 
required to submit an application.  At 
this stage you will document the “Who, 
What, When, Where, and How” of the 
job, along with any sketches or plans 
of the proposed work.  The building of-
ficial will review your plans and deter-
mine if your project is in compliance 
with local requirements.  Once you 
have received a permit you have legal 
permission to start construction.
     A fee, based on the size of the job, 

is collected to cover the cost of the ap-
plication, the review, and the inspection 
process.   Separate permits are typically 
required for electrical, plumbing, and 
heating or air conditioning work.  As the 
construction progresses, on-site inspec-
tions will be required to make certain 
the work conforms to the permit, local 
codes, and plans.  Usually a one or two 
day notice is needed when requesting 
inspections.
     You should consider your building of-
ficial as an ally who will help you make 
your project a success.  The building 
official can help you with questions 
or concerns regarding the project and 
to minimize potentially costly mis-
takes.  The building official will provide 
documentation when construction is 
complete and code compliance is deter-
mined. You will then have the personal 
satisfaction of a job done right.   For 
more information about building safety 
codes and local requirements, contact 
John Beisert, Building Official at 713-
705-9522 or email him at jbeisert@
oakridgenorth.com.  You can find the 
Oak Ridge North Code of Ordinances at 
oakridgenorth.com. 

Benefits of Building Permits
Building Department 



            
Community Events
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Christmas in Oak Ridge North

Run Thru The Woods --- November 27th 

Tree Lighting --- November 30th 5-6 p.m.

Parade & Santa 
in the Park --- December 6th 9.am.-11:30 a.m.

Light up the Night 
Judging --- December 8th-12th

Mayor’s Holiday
Reception --- December 11th 6-8 p.m.

Hayride --- December 18th 6 & 8 p.m.

For more information visit 
oakridgenorth.com

Christmas Events Calendar



Communuity Affairs Committee

    

      
On Saturday October 18th the City hosted its first 
annual Fall Festival in Marilyn Edgar Park! So much 
fun was had at the event by everyone who came. 
There were vendors of all kinds, games, prizes, DJ, 
dunking booth, fast pitch game, FREE professional 
family photos, petting zoo, trackless train, and 
the list goes on. Hundreds of people attended the 
event from all over the area and had a blast ring-
ing in the fall season! The event was put together 
by the Community Affairs Commitee. The park was 
also decorated beautifully and really added a spe-
cial touch to the event. Local churches and busi-
nesses set up tons of games for the kids and had 
prizes galore to give away. The event was fanstas-
tic! We can hardly wait to do it again next year.

Huge THANK YOU to all our sponsors:
Hodges Hometown Grocery

Pallotta’s Italian Grill 
Cunningham Gas Products

Biotech Pest Control 
Cruise Planners 

1st Choice Staffing, Inc. 
Elder’s Absolutely Cool Automotive

Baby’s & Kid’s 1st
Edward Jones: Craig A. Tomasek, AAMS & 

Chris Kohnhorst
Printing Plus 
Nurtisystem 

Bella Vista Productions 
Bugstoppers
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Fall Festival
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Water Plant:
The Robinson Road Water Plant 
renovation is almost complete. The 
system is operating on all of its new 
components, including two new 
427,000 gallon storage tanks. The 
finishing touches on this project 
will include resurfacing the inte-
rior driveways and building a brick 
security wall facing the street. The 
existing building will be renovated 
as well.

Street Overlay:
The City-wide Street Overlay proj-
ect is underway. The areas that 
will see new asphalt first will be 
the southern portion of the City. 
The contractor will be providing 
the City with updates which the 
City will then provide on our web-
site. The updates will include what 
has been recently completed and 
what will be coming up that next 
week. A map of the project with 

updates can be found here: http://
www.oakridgenorth.com/index.
aspx?nid=80

Intersection Improvements:
The City is currently designing an 
improvement to the intersection at 
Maplewood and Ridgewood/Alana. 
Once completed, this improvement 
will allow better turning move-
ments through the intersection. Fu-
ture intersections to be considered 
include Blueberry Hill (both ends) 
and Westwood (I-45).

SJRA Water Line:
SJRA will be constructing a new wa-
ter transmission line in accordance 
to the Groundwater Reduction Plan 
which will reduce the City’s need 
for groundwater pumpage by up to 
30%. The new line will be installed 
on Maplewood starting in January 
2015. This project and future up-
dates can be followed here: http://

www.sanjacintoriverauthority.com/
grp/construction/water_lines/in-
dex.html#.VFkMNMJ0y71

Water/Sewer Annual Mainte-
nance Program:
The City is completing Phase 7 of 
a Texas Water Development Board 
grant to repair and rehabilitate all 
of the sanitary sewer lines. Water 
line replacement is scheduled for 
those areas that have old, under-
sized, or damaged lines.

Storm Drain Improvements/
Maintenance:
The City is moving towards build-
ing/rebuilding curb-and-gutter sec-
tions and constructing new storm 
drain lines. The City is also looking 
at an overall rehabilitation of the 
concrete lined channel over the 
next 5-10 years.

Joe Sherwin, City Engineer

City Project Updates

Across from Oak Ridge North City Hall

281-363-3869

27421 Robinson Road • Oak Ridge North, Texas 77385

PROFESSIONAL OFFSET PRINTING

Color Copies • Graphic Design • Web Design

Promotional Products • Direct Mail

PROUD MEMBERS OF:www.Printzilla.net
Online Ordering and File Submission

Established 1987 in Oak Ridge North, TX

Public Works



                              
Business Spotlight
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Simon’s Barbershop
     Small town barber-
shops have a reputa-
tion.  Simon’s Bar-
bershop in Oak Ridge 
North certainly lives up 
to the stereotype of a 
friendly gathering place 
where locals come 
to catch up on gossip 
and, oh by the way, get 
a great haircut!  This 
family-owned shop with 
two  generations of 
barbers working side-
by-side has been in Oak 
Ridge North since 1974.
Jim Simon got his Barber’s License in 
1963 and began working in a shop in 
downtown Houston.  One of his first 
customers was former Montgomery 
County Commissioner Ed Chance.  
Chance was a young auto mechanic 
at a shop across the street.  Jim’s car 
broke down and needed a valve job—an 
expensive repair for the fresh-out-of-
school barber.  Chance told Jim to bring 
it over to his house and he’d repair it 

after hours in exchange for haircuts.  
Fifty-one years later Simon is still cut-
ting Chance’s hair, making that a pretty 
expensive valve job!
     In 1965 Simon opened his own shop 
in downtown Houston.  Then in 1974 
he opened a second location, Oak Ridge 
Barbershop, in what is now Wood Ridge 
Plaza.  The small four-chair shop stayed 
in that location for 13 years.  1987 was 
difficult for Houston’s oil-based econo-
my, so Oak Ridge Barbershop relocated 
to more affordable space in the shop-

ping center at Patsy and Rob-
inson.  After eight years, with 
the economy brighter, the 
shop moved back to Wood 
Ridge Plaza and was renamed 
Simon’s Barbershop.  In 2008 
Simon’s moved to their cur-
rent location in Hanna Busi-
ness Park, expanded to eight 
barber chairs, and added a 
full-service ladies salon with 
three chairs to better serve 
their female clients.

                  All the while Simon’s barber-
shops were growing, so was 
his family.  Jim and Cathy, his 
wife of 50 years, are parents 
to Shelley, Jimmy, and twins 
Kevin and Keith.  Jimmy 
recalls that upon his high 
school graduation his dad 
suggested he get his Barber’s 
License so that he could work 
weekends and summers to 
help pay for college.  Jim Sr. 

says that the money 
Jimmy made barbering 
that first summer was 
enough to convince a 
young man that col-
lege was not for him!  
Jimmy is still cutting 
hair alongside his dad, 
somewhat surprised 
by the fact that 25 
years have passed.  But 
Jimmy says barbering 
has been a good career 
choice and provided 
well for his family.  

Kevin agrees with Jimmy.  Kevin chose 
the military right out of high school, but 
when he left the Navy, he chose barber-
ing as his career as well.  
     The friendly banter between the two 
brothers and their dad extends to the 
rest of the staff at Simon’s.  Many of the 
staff have been with Simon’s over 20 
years and are extended family for the Si-
mon clan.  The longevity of the staff has 
nothing on the loyalty of the clientele.  
After 47 years Simon closed his Houston 
barbershop three years ago when he 
was elected to the Oak Ridge North City 
Council.  He was already limited to one 
day per week in the Houston shop and 
felt the time commitment of serving on 
Council made the decision necessary.  
On his one day in Houston he would do 
over 30 haircuts, now many of those 
Houston clients make the drive to Oak 
Ridge North.  One retired oil executive 
drives to Simon’s Barbershop every 
third week from San Antonio for his 
trim!  
     When asked if there will be a third 
generation cutting hair at Simon’s Bar-
bershop, Jim shrugs and says “I don’t 
know, maybe.” One of Jim and Cathy’s 
nine grandchildren is showing an inter-
est and is likely to pursue cosmetology 
training while at Oak Ridge High School.  
After over 40 years of barbering, Jim 
Simon still has a smile on his face and 
spring in his step.  One can’t imagine a 
better role model for a young person 
choosing a career path.



                
Police Spotlight
Holiday Safety
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your family is 
your responsibil-
ity.  We’re there 
to help, but it’s 
your obligation 
to act.  Whether 
that action is a 
phone call to 
the police or a 
confrontation 
with those who 
would harm 
you, each of us 
has the 

primary responsibility for our own 
safety and the safety of those we 
love.  
    “Ears, Open. Eyeballs, Click.” is 
a Marine Corps command used by 
drill instructors in boot camp.  It 
means to pay attention.  To put 
your full focus on the task at hand.  
That should be your thought every 
time you leave the house.  Every 
time you go to the mall.  Every 
time you drive your 
car.  
    “Ears, Open. Eye-
balls, Click.”, listen 
and watch. 
    If something 
doesn’t seem 
right, it probably 
isn’t.  If you think 
someone is about 

to do something wrong, call the 
police.  Before you are victimized, 
have a plan.  Talk with your family 
about what to do if bad things hap-
pen.  What would you do if ?????.  
Simply having a gun stuck in your 
purse, in your nightstand, or under 
your car seat does nothing to 
keep you safe.  Knowing when and 
where to use the weapon, prac-
tice, and “commitment of action” 
do.  These things are hard to think 
about, so to avoid the unpleasant-
ness, we defer from planning.  
    Keep serial numbers on guns and 
pictures of valuables.  Have your 
insurance policy somewhere you 
can access.  Planning and watchful-
ness.  In today’s world there is no 
substitute.  

“Ears, Open. Eyeballs, Click.”

Andy Walters, Police Chief

                                                 

Well…it’s that time of year again.  
The Holidays.  Thanksgiving is just 
around the corner and Christmas 
is within sight.  The stores have 
already put out decorations.  No 
doubt the season is upon us.  
     It seems to always fall on the 
Police Department to be the 
Grinch.  The ones that have to 
warn people to be careful.  To carry 
their package to their cars care-
fully and put them in the trunk.  To 
watch their houses and keep their 
doors locked.  To report suspicious 
activity.  And so it’s true again.  
     Only this year there are other 
things we need to tell you.  It 
seems the world in general is a 
more violent and dangerous place.  
Although it’s our job to help pro-
tect you, your security and that of 



City Council and Staff

     Chad Griggs has 
worked at the City for 
nine years this De-
cember. He started his 
work here as a laborer, 
moved his way up to 
team leader of city 
construction, and is 
now the Superinten-
dent over parks, drain-
age, and streets. There 
is a lot of behind the 
scenes work that goes 

into keeping the City functioning the way it should 
and Chad is a huge part of making that happen. 
He puts so much effort into his job here at the City 
and we all value his contribution! 
     Chad was born and raised in the area and now 
resides in Conroe with his beautiful wife, Jennifer, 
and 4 year old son, Morgan. When not at work 
Chad enjoys hunting and spending time with his 
family and loved ones. Help us in recogizing Chad 
for all of his hard work and dedication to our 
hometown! 

Mayor: Jim Kuykendall
Mayor Pro Tem: Clint McClaren

Council Members:
Place 1: Tom Coale

Place 2: Clint McClaren
Place 3: Christian Walsh

Place 4: Jim Simon
Place 5: Frances Planchard
Vicky Rudy, City Manager

Heather Neeley, City Secretary
Andy Walters, Chief of Police

Joe Sherwin, Director of Public Works/
Engineering

Kristen Woolley, Director of Finance
John Beisert, Building Official

Michelle Buchannan, Municipal Court Clerk
      Susan Cates, Economic Development Director

City of Oak Ridge North
Monthly Meeting Schedule

City Council
2nd & 4th Mondays 7:00 p.m. 

Planning and Zoning
1st Monday 7 p.m.

Economic Development Corporation
3rd Monday 7 p.m.

Community Affairs Committee
4th Tuesday 6:30 p.m. 

For complete schedules and agendas visit:
oakridgenorth.com 

Te public is ALWAYS welcome!

Chad Griggs

Te Oak Ridge North Community News is a quarterly 
publication, designed and produced by Emily Alley, Community 

Relations Associate for Oak Ridge North. Front page photo 
courtesy of local photographer, Robert Harrington, owner of Bella 

Vista Productions.
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