
What a hometown should be!

       The residential streets of Oak Ridge 
North will be getting a facelift this sum-
mer.   The project will start at the south 
end of the City and progress to the 
north end. Concrete streets and county 
roads, such as Robinson and Hanna, will 
not receive treatment at this time.
The primary method of overlay will 
be Hot In-Place recycling, or HIR. This 
method involves pre-heating the asphalt 
on the street, which is then scarified 
(scraped) to a depth of 1-2 inches and 
collected. This collected asphalt is mixed 
with a recycling agent and some new as-
phalt, and immediately laid back down 
and rolled/compacted. 
       The life expectancy of the HIR 
treated road is 7-12 years, and the cost 
is approximately 40% less expensive 
than a traditional full depth mill and 
overlay. Generally, traffic is affected only 
until the asphalt cools back down to 150 
degrees Fahrenheit (treatment heats 
the recycled asphalt to temperatures 
between 250-320 degrees Fahrenheit). 
Since the asphalt is reused, the envi-
ronmental effects on the region are 
tremendously reduced because there is 
no large batch plant production. Local 
emissions from the construction will be 
minimal.
       Temporary detours will be neces-
sary but last less than a day. The City 
will provide daily updates to the web-
page to keep local traffic in the “know.”  
Driveways will be blocked as the project 
slowly rolls by – but accommodations 
will be made for anyone needing them. 
Flyers will be distributed a day or two 
in advance of where the contractor will 

be working.  Traffic is generally restored 
after a couple of hours, not several days.
       The City will not be addressing the 
curb and gutter repairs as the primary 
focus. These issues will be resolved on 
a case by case basis or with a concrete 
repair contract (separate from the 
asphalt overlay). The overlay project 
is scheduled to be complete by Fall 
2014.
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Featured: City Secretary 
Heather Neeley admin-
isters the Oath of Office 
to new Council member 
Christian Walsh as his 
wife, Stephanie Walsh, 
and their daughters 
observe.  
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“April Showers bring May flowers!” Oops, looks 
like we need more rain!

We are still in a drought so it is time to consider drip irrigation 
or bubblers for your trees. 

You can also use mulch to help hold in moisture around roots. 
Hardwood is the best but you can use pine straw as well. 

Plant drought and heat tolerant flowers and shrubs include such 
plants like Cosmos, Lantana, Texas Sage, Salvia and Angelonia. 
Mexican Heather is also a good choice!

Blue Plumbago does well in the heat as well, is disease and pest 
resistant, and has blue flowers. 

Finally, don’t forget it’s time to weed and feed grass now! 

Gayle Scardino owns Scardino Landscaping & Irrigation and can be reached at 
gaylescardino@sbcglobal.net for more gardening tips!

     
       Controlling mosquito populations 
and reducing the risk for West Nile vi-
rus must be done on several fronts—
education and prevention are at the 
forefront of those efforts. As we head 
into mosquito season, it’s imperative 
that residents take steps to protect 
themselves and control mosquito 
populations at home. 
       While mosquito “season” typi-
cally runs from May through October, 
Oak Ridge North has already ramped 
up its efforts to monitor and control 
mosquitoes. The City kicked off the 
program on April 1, 2013. 

  
  
  
  
       The City’s primary measure in 
combating mosquitoes is its larvicide 
program. It has proven to be a more 
effective method for treating mosqui-
to-prone areas than spraying, without 
causing harmful effects to people. This 
method is used to treat public areas 

like channels and parks. 
If you need larvicide bri-
quettes (“donuts”) they 
are generally available 
at hardware and home 
improvement stores. 

       If requested, the City will treat 
a given location—especially vacant 
houses with a pool, pond, etc. - with 
the larvicide briquettes. To report a 
concern please call the City’s Public 
Works Department at 281.292.4648. 
Requests can also be made by email 
to jsherwin@oakridgenorth.com. 
       The City also has an annual 
contract with Excaliber Mosquito 
Control to perform several spraying 
applications throughout the mosquito 
season. The spraying will be con-
ducted on three consecutive nights 
each month, as recommended by 
the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Additional applications 
may be performed prior to holidays or 
scheduled events.

For more information on different mosquito 
control methods please visit: 

www.oakridgenorth.com.

Mosquito Abatement Program 

Pre-Season Swim 
 

Healthy Kids’ Day Saturday, April 26 .............. 3:00 pm-5:00 pm 
Memorial Weekend Saturday, May 24 ............ 4:00 pm-8:00 pm 
                                Sunday, May 25 ............ 10:00 am-8:00 pm 
                                Monday, May 26 ........... 10:00 am-8:00 pm 
Saturday, May 31 ............................................ 4:00 pm-8:00 pm 
Sunday, June 1 ............................................... 1:00 pm-6:00 pm 
 

June 7-June 27 
Monday ........................................................................... Closed 
Tuesday-Friday .................................................... Noon-8:00 pm 
Saturday ....................................................... 10:00 am-8:00 pm 
Sunday ............................................................ 1:00 pm-6:00 pm 

(Note:  Saturday, May 31 and Saturday, June 14  
pool is closed for an Otter swim meet until 4:00 pm) 

 
June 28-August 24 

Monday ........................................................................... Closed 
Tuesday-Friday ............................................. 10:00 am-8:00 pm 
Saturday ....................................................... 10:00 am-8:00 pm 
Sunday ............................................................ 1:00 pm-6:00 pm 

(Note: July 4th the pool will stay open until 9:00 pm) 
 

Labor Day Weekend, August 30-September 1 
 

Saturday-Monday ......................................... 10:00 am-8:00 pm 
 
Important Numbers: 
For pool maintenance concerns........................... 832-458-9997 
Pool office ............................................................ 281-298-7173 
Rental, aquatic classes & other questions 
       Call the YMCA .............................................. 281-367-9622 

   Gayle’s Green T umb 
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       It’s finally Spring in 
Oak Ridge North!  I can tell 
because everyone is out 
in the afternoons and on 
weekends working in their 
yards!  Speaking of yards, I 
can already tell that some 
of them are starting to 
take shape - including my 
yard.   After struggling the 
last three years with the 
drought, and literally plant-
ing money in the ground 
only to see it waste away in 
the hot dryness, I decided to 
start over.  
       I first had the sprinkler 
system redone to insure 
the heads were all working 
and they were not leaking 
(wasting water). I then had 
the old dead parts of the 
yard replaced with new sod.  
Tearing out old shrubs and 
putting in new ones may not 
pay off right away, but we’re 
hoping that by the time the 
hot weather gets here, 

they’ll be rooted and 
planted! We decided to 
try and set our sprinkler 
system on the same sched-
ule that may be mandated if 
the drought continues and 
Oak Ridge North institutes 
water restrictions again this 
summer.  I figure that if I 
start this way, maybe the 
plants won’t die.  I’ve been 
told that this encourages the 
grass roots to grow deeper 
and survive. Believe me, 
anything green that I plant 
needs to be super resilient 
and able to survive because 
my green thumb is not so 
green!   
       I want to encourage you 
to start planning ahead for 
the summer on your water 
usage.  We have been very 
fortunate to have made it 
through some tough times 
with water, like last year 
when one of our main wells 
was down for several 

months. Through good plan-
ning and smart conservation 
we can get by.  The Coun-
cil has been working on a 
permanent plan that will be 
automatically implemented 
when the water usage from 
our system reaches specific 
points.  Be looking on the 
City’s web site and in your 
water bill for information as 
it develops.  
       I also want to encourage 
everyone to keep your yards 
looking good.  We have ordi-
nances for insuring our city 
looks good but it takes all of 
us.  If you see a yard that has 
been neglected, call it in to 
the City.  They will have our 
code enforcement officers 
check it out. On that same 
line, if you know of a senior 
citizen or other resident who 
cannot take care of their 
yard or is having problems, 
call the City and let us know 
that too.  We have a new 

Mayor Jim Kuykendall

From the Mayor

committee made up of 
citizens who are dedicated 
to helping our residents. The 
committee will be working 
with our new Community 
Service Associate, Emily Al-
ley and will provide assis-
tance to those who need it.  
       Spring is great in Oak 
Ridge North.  Our city 
really is “What a hometown 
should be!”
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       Planning and Zoning Commission

       The City Council recently voted to combine two 
community committees into one.  The previous Long 
Range Planning Board and the Zoning Commission have 
been combined into the Planning & Zoning Commis-
sion.   This combination will enable the City to become 
more efficient and streamlined in handling of planning 
and zoning issues, which are often overlapping.  It also 
is more compliant with state law, which refers to these 
committees as being “one” 
committee.   It provides a fo-
rum for study of issues as they 
relate to development and 
redevelopment.
       Members of the new Com-
mission are Cleo Tarver, chair; 
Michelle Cassio, vice chair; 
Steve Young, secretary; Lonnie 
Anthony, Mel Oller, Ted Sch-
rein, Gary Sipp, and Bill Walter.  
       Last year the city took on 
the great task of developing 
a comprehensive plan. This 
plan forms the backbone of 
the activity of the new Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission.  
In the immediate future this 
includes planning of open 
spaces in the City, including parks, trails, a City
Center, and branding of the community.
       The bulk of a Planning and Zoning Committee work 
is in the zoning arena, looking at changes to the Zoning 
Ordinance that will protect and enhance quality of life 
and property values.  This is especially important in a 
City with aging homes, and a City that can anticipate a 
great deal of redevelopment of some of those homes 
over the next few years.    
       The Planning process is also very important because 
this process involves approving subdivision plats under 
state law and per city ordinance. These plats are critical 
where development and redevelopment are underway.  
This review makes sure that development is planned in a 
way that meets the City’s standards.  
       The Planning & Zoning Commission regular meetings 
are held on the first Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at 
City Hall.

New Citizen Groups Formed
State of the City
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Featured: Charis Beal (Zoning Commission) and Jim 
Beal (Long Range Planning Board) being awarded by 

Mayor Kuykendall for their service to the community. 

 

Community Affairs Committee

    The Oak Ridge North Community Affairs Committee 
has also recently been developed. The overall mission of 
this committee is to serve the City by assisting its busi-
nesses, homeowners, churches, and overall community 
through revitalization efforts and promoting community 
involvement. In an effort to preserve the “What a Home 
Town Should Be” ideal that the City prides itself on, one 
main focus of this Commitee will be to serve residents 

with renovation assistance, as 
needed, to update low income 
homes that are in disrepair. 
This will be done through the 
Home Revitalization Program 
(HRP). One of the Committee’s 
first duties will be to set up 
guidelines and parameters of 
such a program. Furthermore, 
in an effort to build social 
capital the Committee will en-
courage and facilitate projects 
with the goal to incorporate a 
stronger sense of belonging 
and community connection 
for all residents. 
       This Committee will focus 
on several pivotal aspects 
of community well-being 

while respecting the boundaries of an advisory board. 
The Committee shall: Serve in an advisory capacity and 
provide the City Council with feedback on residential 
concerns; act as the hub of information and resources 
for the City’s Home Revitalization Program; and explore 
issues of public interest and collect information on these 
issues. The Committee will make constructive recom-
mendations to Council and staff if any action should be 
taken by the city to satisfy those issues. Finally, it will 
focus strongly on promoting social capital within the city 
through facilitating several local projects and events. 
        Members of the new committee are Paula Cleve-
land, Debra Elder, Tricia Fesler, Robert Harrington, Jess 
Larson, Mike Maisano, Frances Planchard, Alex Rosales, 
and one member from Oak Ridge North Baptist Church 
who is still to be named. The Community Affairs regular 
meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.  



               
Planning & Zoning Commission

property

•Proposed 
regulations on 
the parking of 
recreational 
vehicles on 
property 
(boats, travel 
trailers, utility 
trailers, etc.)

•Proposed roofing regulations.

•Proposed fencing regulations.

•Proposed regulations of storage 
buildings on residential properties.

•Proposed regulations for requiring 
brick on residential homes.

•Proposed regulations on maximum 
coverage of paved area and building 
area on a residential lot.

John Beisert, Building Official 

        This nine 
member com-
mission has the 
task of review-
ing current 
ordinances and 
conditions, and 
making recom-
mendations to 
City Council to 
set future goals 
and plans for 
the City.  Key 
topics for upcoming meetings will 
address zoning issues, land uses, and 
platting of property.  They also have 
the task of recommending imple-
mentation of key components of the 
City’s comprehensive plan.  They 
are currently overseeing consultants 
who are working on a dynamic open 
space plan for the City.   

The following are a few key topics 
that will be discussed in upcoming 
meetings:

•Proposed regulations on parking of 
motor vehicles on residential 

*NEW HOURS *
Permits will be issued 

from:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Monday through Friday

 

For more information contact 
the City at (281) 292-4648 
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USA Flags
From the Oak Ridge High School Band

 Te ORN High School Band would like to thank 
you for your support of their band program. Tey are 
continuing their flag fundraiser to help with the cost of 
running the highschool band. 

 $36 will open a subscription; the band will place a 
flag in your yard on each of the 6 patriotic holidays over 
the next year.

Independence Day - July 4, 2014
Labor Day - September 5, 2014
Patriots Day - September 11, 2014
Veteran’s Day - November 7, 2014
President’s Day - February 16, 2015
Memorial Day - May 25, 2015

For more information, please visit www.orhsband.org or email 
orhsbandflags@gmail.com

            
 
       The City and local YMCA recently hosted Healthy 
Kids Day in Marilyn Edgar Park on Saturday, April 26th. 
This event is held every year as a way to kick-start a 
healthy summer for kids all over the area. 
       We had a number of demonstrations from local 
businesses including Cho’s Tae Kwon Do, CrossFit of 
Aces, and Alliance Fencing Academy. All showed their 
awesome skills and what fun summer and year-round 
activities they have for kids in the community! Also in 
attendance was Madame Newton Einstein Academy, 

Flips Gymnastics, 
Edu-care Center, 
Montgomery 
County Hospital 
District, Space 
Cadets, Twist-
It-Up Balloons, 
Jump on Board 
bounce house, 
The City 

of Oak Ridge North Police Department, and The 
Otters Swim Team who provided free concessions 
courtesy of Munday Chevrolet. If you missed the fun, 
be sure to come out next year for a great afternoon in 
the park!

For more information about this event and others please contact 
the City’s Community Service Associate, Emily Alley at     

ealley@oakridgenorth.com

Coming soon!
4th of July is just around the corner! 

Come out and help celebrate Independance 
Day with your Oak Ridge North 

neighbors!

  •Morning parade!
  •Concessions, live band, & food in the park!
  •Digging up of the City’s time capsule! 

Come join in the fun! Details to follow!

For more information about participating in the parade contact 
Emily Alley at ealley@oakridgenorth.com

Healthy Kids Day 2014
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Emergency Services District No. 8 (ESD No. 8)

        Emergency Services District 
No. 8 (ESD No. 8), better known 
to Oak Ridge North residents and 
businesses as the South Mont-
gomery County Fire Department, 
has received a Class 1 Insurance 
Services Office (ISO) rating.  There 

are less than 60 fire departments in the country with 
an ISO rating of 1; 20 of those in Texas.  
        The rating measures the quality and effectiveness 
of fire protection, which helps decrease insurance 
rates for both residential and commercial.  

It measures water systems, dispatch, response capa-
bility and more.  The City of Oak Ridge North worked 
closely with the fire department to upgrade water 
systems and fire hydrants in the city limits to help 
achieve this level.
        Phillip Bradley with the ISO office, and Jesse 
James Williams of the Texas State Fire Marshal’s Of-
fice were on hand to make formal presentation of the 
ISO rating to both the Chief Robert Hudson of ESD No. 
8, and Jim Kuykendall, Mayor of the City of Oak Ridge 
North at City Hall on Wednesday, March 19, 2014.

7



           
       Our City of Oak Ridge North offers 
its residents many amenities.  Shop-
ping – check, restaurants – check, 
parks and family activities – check. 
Sadly, there is one frequently over-
looked and unappreciated amenity 
available to everyone right at home.
       Texas is well known as home to 
an abundance of wildlife, beautiful 
wildflowers and is listed among the 
top ten birding areas in the country.  
Oak Ridge North has its ample share 
of Texas wildlife – all you have to do is 
look and see right in your own yard.
     We have a wide variety of birds 
that are permanent residents in our 

yards and 
it is easy 
to attract 
them with 
feed
ing sta-
tions, 
water and 
plants that 
provide 
food and 

shelter. During migration in the spring 
and fall we are treated to an even 
wider variety of birds because we are 
on the migratory paths of many birds 
such as goldfinches, cedar waxwings 
and the Eastern Towhee. Just add 
some flowers and a feeder perhaps 
and welcome the company of hum-

mingbirds.  
The plants 
and flowers 
that attract 
birds also 
lure colorful 
butterflies 
into your 
yard. Milk-
weed type 
plants are 

a source of food for monarch butter-
flies while citrus attracts swallowtail 
butterflies. Also be on the lookout for 
butterfly larvae.  They are interesting 
and colorful in their own way. If you 
are lucky to find a caterpillar ready to 
pupate, you can follow the 
lifecycle all the way to the freshly 

emerged butterfly.
       Humans tend to dislike insects, 
but not all insects are bad. For in-
stance, there are beneficial “bugs” in 
your yard.  Dragonflies eat mosquitos 
and spiders trap other insects. 
       There are several other types of 
“beasties” easily visible in your yard if 
you just look.  We are home to the 
Gulf Coast toad, tree frogs, box turtles 
and our own little chameleon, the 
anole. 

 So, take the time to look and see and 
you will be treated to your own little 
“Wild Kingdom.”

Would you look at that?
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       The history of Oak Ridge Baptist 
Church goes back as far as the history 
of the City of Oak Ridge North, and 
the two have con-
sistently worked 
together with   a 
positive impact 
for our commu-
nity.  In October, 
1967 First Baptist 
Church of Conroe 
started a “sister” 
church in the 
developing com-
munity of Oak 
Ridge in Tamina Community Hall (now 
Robinson Road Community Center) 
at the corner of Robinson Road and 
Hanna Road.  There were 52 people in 
attendance at that first service of Oak 
Ridge Baptist Chapel led by interim 
pastor Dr. Jerry Robinson. 
       By March, 1968 the congregation 
had grown to point of needing their 
own building and broke ground on a 
6,900 square foot facility on the east 
side of Interstate 45.  The building 
was intended for a congregation of 
250 people, but when the building 
was dedicated in October, 1969 as 
Oak Ridge Baptist Church (ORBC), 253 
charter members joined!

       The church and the facilities 
continued to flourish alongside I-45.  
In 1977 the church was named one of 
the top three fastest growing Baptist 
churches in Texas, with growth from 
666 members in 1972 to 1,627 in 
1976.  Throughout this time, ORBC 

was an integral part of the Oak Ridge 
community and surrounding areas as 
development in South Montgomery 

County took off 
with people re-
locating north 
of the Houston 
metro area
       In August, 
2000 ORBC 
experienced 
a set-back 
that affected 
their facilities, 
but not the 

ministry of their congregation.  Black 
mold was discovered in three of the 
four buildings on the church campus.  
Because of the danger to members, 
leadership moved services to Conroe 
ISD campuses until the issues were 
resolved.  Mitigation efforts for the 
mold were ineffectual and eventually 
the congregation voted to demolish 
the buildings, sell the land and relo-
cate.  In 2007 ORBC moved into their 
current location at the corner of East 
Oak Hill Drive and Hanna Road, just a 
few blocks from where it all began in 
1967.  
       ORBC is a vital congregation that 
offers a place to connect whether you 

are 8-years-old or 80.  From 
great children’s and youth 
programs that include Summer 
Camp, AWANAs, and Kidz Choir 
to the Silver Belles, a senior 
ladies choir, there are activities 
to engage all ages.  From small-
group Bible studies to worship 
services led by Sr. Pastor Galen 
Cooper, there is a place to meet 
with others and grow in your 
personal faith.  

Find out more at orbchurch.org or call 
the church office at 281-367-9721.

Economic Development Coordinator, 
Susan Cates

 •  When washing dishes by hand,    
don’t let the water run while rinsing. 
Fill one sink with wash water and the 
other with rinse water.
 •  Some refrigerators, air condition-
ers and ice-makers are cooled with 
wasted flows of water. Consider up-
grading with air-cooled appliances 
for significant water savings.
 •  Adjust sprinklers so only your lawn 
is watered and not the house, side-
walk, or street.
 •  Run your clothes washer and dish-
washer only when they are full. You 
can save up to 1,000 gallons a month.
 •  Choose shrubs and groundcovers 
instead of turf for hard-to-water ar-
eas such as steep slopes and isolated 
strips.
 •  Install covers on pools and spas 
and check for leaks around your 
pumps.
 •  Use the garbage disposal spar-
ingly. Compost vegetable food waste 
instead and save gallons every time.
 •  Plant in the fall when conditions 
are cooler and rainfall is more plenti-
ful.
 •  For cold drinks keep a pitcher of 
water in the refrigerator instead of 
running the tap. This way, every drop 
goes down you and not the drain.
 •  Monitor your water bill for un-
usually high use. Your bill and water 
meter are tools that can help you dis-
cover leaks.

Business Spotlight
Oak Ridge Baptist Church
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       This year, I’d like for you 
to consider calling the police 
department and make an ap-
pointment for a home security 
inspection before you leave for 
that vacation you’re planning.  
Officer Ralph Craig will come to 
your home and check for secu-
rity problems such as window 
locks, dead bolt placement, and 
other considerations, that will 
make your home safer during 
and after your trip.  He can also 
make suggestions about alarm 

Home Security Tips:

Summer Safety

systems and other security 
measures. To arrange an ap-
pointment call 281-292-4762 
and ask for Officer Craig.  There 
is no cost for this service.  Also, 
a certificate of inspection will 
qualify you for a reduction in 
your homeowners insurance 
premiums.  So please call today.  
Summer months are always 
more active crimewise and this 
small act will help to assure you 
have a great year.

• When you move into a new home, you should change 
or re-key the locks immediately. 
• Always keep your front door locked.
• Keep screen doors locked whenever your main door is 
open. 
• Garage doors leading directly into the home should be 
kept locked at all times, even when you are in the house 
or backyard. 

• Chain locks are NOT recommended as security for   
doors. 
• Lock ladders to the house, fence or inside a shed or 
garage. Unlocked ladders can be used to gain entrance 
through a second story window. 
• Trim hedges below the window level to eliminate 
hiding spots for criminals. 
• Make sure that outside lights are in working order. 

Police Spotlight
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-Chief of Police, Andy Walters



City Council and Staff

       Emily Alley began 
work with The City of Oak 
Ridge North in February 
as our Community Service 
Associate. She recently 
moved to the area from 
Ruston, Louisiana where 
she graduated with her 
Bachelors of Business in 
Marketing from Louisiana 
Tech University in August. 
Emily was born and raised 
in Shreveport, Louisiana 
but has really enjoyed her 
time in Texas so far.        

When not at 
work Emily 
spends her 
time trying 
new things 
like attending 
the Houston 
Rodeo, kayak-
ing the San 
Marcos River, 
and going to 

new restaurants around 
the area. She also enjoys 
running and spending 
time with her family and 
friends. Emily is excited 
about the work she’ll be 
doing for our city such 
as publishing and editing 
the community newslet-
ter, developing commu-
nity events, and working 
with the new Community 
Affairs Committee. Help 
us welcome her to our 
hometown!

Mayor: Jim Kuykendall
Mayor Pro Tem: Clint McClaren

Council Members:
Place 1: Tom Coale

Place 2: Clint McClaren
Place 3: Christian Walsh

Place 4: Jim Simon
Place 5: Frances Planchard
Vicky Rudy, City Manager

John Beisert, Building Official
Michelle Buchannan, Municipal Court Clerk

Susan Cates, Economic Development 
Coordinator

Heather Neeley, City Secretary
Joe Sherwin, Director of Public Works

City of Oak Ridge North
Monthly Meeting Schedule

City Council
2nd & 4th Mondays 7:00 p.m. 

Planning and Zoning
1st Monday 7 p.m.

Economic Development Corporation
3rd Monday 7 p.m.

Community Affairs Committee
4th Tuesday 6:30 p.m. 

For complete schedules and agendas visit:
www.oakridgenorth.com 

Te public is ALWAYS welcome!

Emily Alley

Te Oak Ridge North Community News is a quarterly publica-
tion, designed and produced by Emily Alley, Community Service 

Associate  for the City of Oak Ridge North. Front page photo 
courtesy of local photographer, Robert Harrington, owner of Bella 

Vista Productions.
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