
What a hometown should be!

   CenterPoint Energy is beginning 
work in Oak Ridge North that will lay 
the groundwork for conversion of the 
City’s 12KV lines to a 35KV, fully looped 
system.  This conversion will address 
problems with an aging system and pro-
vide a more reliable system for today’s 
community.  Residents and businesses 
in CenterPoint’s service area (south of 
R o b i n s o n 
Road) need 
to be aware 
that this 
c o n s t r u c -
tion work 
will impact 
the electri-
cal poles and 
lines on their 
p r o p e r t y .
    Beginning 
in August, 
CenterPoint 
will be in Oak Ridge North trimming 
trees to accommodate this upgrade.  
This process will impact each prop-
erty in CenterPoint’s easement.  The 
first construction phase will connect 
the lines in Oak Ridge North to Cen-
terPoint’s system on the west side of 
I-45.  The west side tie-in is already 
constructed and ready for connection.  
This aerial connection over I-45 will be 
located near the southern city limits on 
the northbound I-45 feeder at Spring 
Pines.  CenterPoint will then replace all 

of its north bound line segments be-
hind the businesses on I-45 to Robin-
son Road, and replace the east/west 
line segment behind the residences 
on Robinson Road to Maplewood.  
     This 2014 power line upgrade will 
be conversion of small wire to larger 
wire, and will include replacement of 
all electrical poles.  Like the tree trim-

ming, the 
r e p l a c e -
ment of 
poles and 
wires will 
impact all 
C e n t e r -
Point cus-
tomers in 
Oak Ridge 
North.  The 
first phase 
is expected 
to last from 

August 2014 to sometime in the spring 
of 2015.  The second phase, slated for 
spring 2015, is the upgrade to 35KV.  
This phase includes energizing the new 
lines with 35KV and creating four new 
tie-ins to other parts of the CenterPoint 
system.  This will provide additional 
“loops” to the Oak Ridge North system 
and remove the dead end status that Oak 
Ridge North has experienced for several 
years.  That means outages can be re-
solved more efficiently by isolating trou-
ble areas without taking out the entire 
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CenterPoint system in Oak Ridge North.  
These additional loops provide Center-
Point with the ability to resolve power 
issues remotely without the need of a 
repair unit on site, enhancing response 
time to issues such as power outages.
   The conversion project has long 
been sought after by the City, but will 
come with inconveniences to Cen-
terPoint customers as CenterPoint 
improves its service to our commu-
nity.  The City will work closely with 
CenterPoint to keep you informed of 
progress on the upgrade to the system.

CenterPoint to upgrade ORN system



AS WE HEAD INTO THE END OF SUMMER, HERE ARE SOME 
GARDENING TIPS TO KEEP YOUR YARD LOOKING GREAT!

PLANTS THAT WILL DO WELL FROM AUGUST UNTIL THE FIRST FROST:
PENTAS, SALVIAS (BLUE QUEEN), RUSSIAN SAGE, AUTUMN SAGE,
RUDBECKIA (BLACK EYED SUSAN), AND CALENDULA. 

BUTTERFLIES AND BEES WILL BENEFIT FROM THESE  SELECTIONS AND 
HUMMINGBIRDS WILL BE PASSING THROUGH SOON ON THE WAY TO 
MEXICO: MIX  4 CUPS WATER TO ONE CUP SUGAR, NO RED DYE PLEASE.  
NO NEED TO BOIL JUST MIX WELL.

FALL VEGETABLE GARDEN IDEAS:  START  BROCCOLI,  KALE, 
CAULIFLOWER, LETTUCE AND  PEAS,  AS IT IS  10 WEEKS BEFORE 
ESTIMATED FALL FROST, SO THEY SHOULD DO WELL.

FINALLY, YOUR GRASS SHOULD BE LOOKING GREAT WITH THE SUMMER 
SHOWERS WE HAVE HAD. KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR FUNGUS AND CHINCH 
BUGS.  SET YOUR LAWN MOWER ON A HIGH SETTING, AND MULCH 
THE CLIPPINGS WHENEVER YOU CAN.
DON’T FORGET TO MULCH THIS FALL TO PROTECT YOUR FLOWERS AND 
SHRUBS FROM FREEZE. REGULAR HARDWOOD MULCH IS BEST.

Galye Scardino owns Scardino Landscaping & Irrigation. For more gardening tips 
contact her at gaylescardino@sbcglobal.net.

     The City recently 
received a finan-
cial transparency 
award for having 
all financial infor-
mation up to date 
and readily avail-
able to the pub-
lic through our 
website. This is 
the second year 
in a row the City 
has received this 
award.        

  The City received a gold status last year which 
was the highest status available. This year we re-
ceived a platinum status which is the new highest 
status as of this year. 
    The City would especially like to thank our Di-
rector of Finance, Kristen Woolley, for all the hard 
work she puts in to making this award possible. 

Visit oakridgenorth.com for more information.

Financial Transparency Award 

   Gayle’s Green T umb 

2



     Well, is it hot enough 
for you?  As I write this 
the temperature is lower 
than it has been in sev-
eral days and it looks like 
rain!  Last week I felt like 
an ice cream cone as soon 
as I walked out the door. 
Big boys like me just seem 
to melt as soon as we go 
outside, but today is a 
good day with a little cool 
front moving through!  
     Speaking of water, we 
have had a good amount 
of rain this year which has 
helped out on high water 
usage. The continuous 
heat and drought condi-
tions had forced us to re-
strict water usage the past 
two or three years.  Hope-
fully the good, consistent 
rain will continue for us 
and spread to our neigh-

bors out West where they 
are hurting for water.
    We are in the middle 
of approving the budget 
for this coming fiscal year.  
We will be reducing prop-
erty taxes again next year.  
Your city council has been 
able to hold or reduce 
taxes every year since 
2009.  This is because of 
excellent planning on the 
budget process by City 
Manager Vicky Rudy and 
her staff, and by our de-
partment heads consis-
tently watching spending 
and planning ahead.  
    Joe Sherwin, Director of 
Public Works/Engineer-
ing, has initiated a plan to 
do regular maintenance in 
our major drainage struc-
tures that have not been 
consistently maintened in 

previous years.  On Ma-
plewood Drive the ditch-
es have been cleaned out 
so that they are up to the 
engineering standards 
for water flow/culverts 
etc.  This will help move 
the water faster.  He also 
has asked council to bud-
get funds to start install-
ing culverts and filling in 
ditches in a few problem 
areas.  The worst areas 
will be first, and Joe plans 
to make this a long term 
project doing it a little at 
a time each year.   That is 
planning ahead!   
    The new ground water 
storage tanks are installed, 
the old ones are gone, 
and we are planning on 
re-surfacing all of our city 
streets in the coming year.  
That along with the com-

Mayor Jim Kuykendall

From the Mayor

pletion of the new sewer 
system throughout ORN 
gives us an infrastructure 
that will last for years to 
come.   That neighbor, is 
working together to make 
Oak Ridge North “what a 
hometown should be!”
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   As we approach the end of one fiscal year and 
the beginning of another, it is a time for look-
ing back and looking forward.   Much has been ac-
complished, and we have much yet to accomplish.
    The City is five years into the rehabilitation of its en-
tire major infrastructure, including the sewer system, the 
water plant, extension of water 
and sewer lines and resurfac-
ing of our residential streets.  
Residential pavement is slated 
to start in September.  We are 
developing an aggressive plan 
for the rehabilitation of parts 
of our storm water system.  
    Overarching these “must 
do” major projects is the need 
to improve and expand our 
water delivery system in the 
city and in our Extra Territo-
rial Jurisdiction (ETJ). This is the 
territory just outside our city 
limits that could be, at an ap-
propriate time, annexed into 
the city.  Three tracts were 
annexed on voluntary peti-
tion this year.  The City has 
been approached regard-
ing additional annexations.  
Also, we are being called 
upon to add surface water 
delivery to our program.  
     Any one of these proj-
ects can be a challenge for a 
small city, but we have met 
that challenge and beyond.  
While our state and fed-
eral government struggles 
to maintain our infrastruc-
ture, we have found ways 
to accomplish this while 
continuing to reduce our tax 
rate.  This coming fiscal year City Council has proposed a 
tax reduction from .5244 to .4822.  This is the fourth con-
secutive tax cut, and there has been no increase in taxes 
in over six years.  This is a product of growth and careful 
planning.  Each year the City budgets carefully to provide 
basic services, yet still build on a capital reserve to make 
sure our infrastructure stays strong.  It helps that our sales 
tax revenue is at an all-time high at 22 percent over last 

“Can do” and “Will do” Community Spirit
State of the City
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year, and that our building department is busy.  Rev-
enue from building permits is up 72 percent over 
last year, indicating strong economic growth.  
As a result, we just learned that Standards & Poors had 
increased our rating on general obligation bonds from 
“AA-“ to “AA,” a significant accomplishment for a small 

city.  It is a time to be proud of 
this city and its “can do” and 
“will do” community spirit.  
     We are also busy planning 
for our future, based on the 
vision outlined in our Com-
prehensive Plan as developed 
and approved last year.  The 
City began the comprehensive 
planning process in the May 
2012 and adopted the plan in 
June of 2013.  FY2014 has been 
a year of expanding ideas and 
concepts from the plan into 
projects. Burditt Consulting 
was contracted to produce an 
open space plan that includes 
sidewalks and paths, branding, 
parks, tree preservation, and 
a Plaza District concept. There 
are some exciting changes in 
our City you will see evolve 
over the next several years as 
parts of this plan begin to be 
implemented.  The Planning & 
Zoning Commission has dedi-
cated much of 2014, and long 
hours of work, to developing 
this plan, along with work on 
amendments to the Building 
Code and Appendix A Zoning 
that incorporate the goals stat-
ed in the Comprehensive Plan.  
   I hope you take as much 
pride as I do in the accom-
plishments of our City, under 

the leadership of your City Council and your staff.  We 
truly have a great team working for a great hometown. 

       As always, thank you for your support.    

Vicky Rudy, City Manager

City Engineer Joe Sherwin and Council Member Tom Coale 
view the City’s new groundwater storage tanks. 

ESD No. 8 officials and City officials break ground on the 
new ESD No. 8 firestation. 



               
Proposed Constitutional Amendment

maintenance is the state mo-
tor fuels (gas) tax.  The last in-
crease in the gas tax was 1991. 
  We encourage the citizens of 
Oak Ridge North to exercise their 
voting privilege in this constitu-
tional election and all elections.

  Texans will vote on November 
4, 2014 on a proposed constitu-
tional amendment that would pro-
vide billions for state transporta-
tion funding.  This constitutional 
amendment would authorize an-
nual disbursements from the state’s 
oil and gas production tax collec-
tions to the State Highway Fund.  
An estimated $1.4 billion would 
be transferred in the first year.  
     The ballot language for the prop-
osition reads: “The constitutional 
amendment providing for the use 
and dedication of certain money 
transferred to the state highway 
fund to assist in the completion of 
transportation construction, main-
tenance, and rehabilitation proj-
ects, not to include toll roads.”  
These funds do not in-
clude new taxes, tolls or fees.  
The current major funding source for 
the state’s highway construction and 

*REMINDER *
Permits are now 

issued from:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Monday through Friday

For more information contact 
the City at (281) 292-4648 
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NEW Recycling 
Collection Dates:

Waste Managment will pick 
up on regularly scheduled days 
(Monday: Garbage; Tursday: 
Recycling) that fall on holidays 

EXCEPT on Tanksgiving, 
Christmas and New Year’s Day. 
Garbage and recycling will now 
be picked up on Memorial Day, 

Independance Day, and Labor day 
accordingly.



            
Community Events
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Fourth of July 

of the other attractions to enjoy at the event. A big 
thanks to our sponsors, Elders Absoltely Cool Auto-
motive, Hodges Hometown Grocery, and Cunning-
ham Gas for helping make the event such a success. 
   It was a fun filled day with neighbors celebrat-
ing our country’s indepdence right in our own 
backyard. The second annual Oak Ridge North 
Car & Truck show is expected to be even big-
ger after the turnout and response from the first.
    Along with the parade and Party in the Park resi-
dents were able to view the remains of the City’s 
time capsule that was recently recovered in June of 
this year. Old newspaper clippings from the day it was 
buried in 1979, family photographs and letters from 
Oak Ridge North residents were some of the things 
found in the old Pontiac Sunbird. It was very interest-
ing to take a look back at the City’s past and see just 
how far Oak Ridge North has come in its 35 years.
        We ask you to be a part of its future and leave your 
mark on this hometown by bringing your contributions 
for the City’s new time capsule (set to be buried Satur-
day, October 18th during the Fall Festival in Marilyn Ed-
gar Park.) Drop offs can be made at City Hall, Elders Auto-
motive, Simons Barbershop, or Compadres Texas Cafe. 

For more information contact Emily at 
ealley@oakridgenorth.com

       Fourth of July in Oak Ridge North was an event you 
didn’t want to miss! Lots of fun was had by all at this 
year’s parade and Party in the Park. The events start-
ed at 9:30 a.m. with our parade that weaved its way 
through the city streets of Oak Ridge North. Neighbors 
lined their blocks to watch, lots of local kids entered for 
a chance to win the bike decorating contest and we had 
so many awesome float entries from local businesses 
and families who joined in the celebration as well. 
    The main event of the day was by far Oak Ridge 
North’s First Annual Car & Truck show. Fifty plus partici-
pants entered the show and a number of them crusied 
down the parade route as well for all to see. It was in-
credible to see so many antique cars from around our 
area that have been kept in such pristine condition. 
A handful of people walked away with a first place 
trophy and even second and third place ribbons, 
courtesy of Elder’s Absolutely Cool Automotive. Local 
food trucks BeBe’s Crav’n Cajun and BBQ Godfather 
were there as well serving up delicious food and lo-
cal business, Farland Music, provided cotton candy. 
    Bounce houses, a trackless train, facepainting, a 
photo booth, Kona Ice and a live DJ were just some 



Communuity Affairs Committee

 Believe it or 
not Fall is just 
around the cor-
ner! The City’s new 
Community Affairs 
Committee is put-
ting together an 
event to celebrate 

the season with the City’s First Annual Fall Festival. 
The Fall Festival will take place in Marilyn Ed-
gar Park on Saturday, October 18th from 10 am to 
2 pm. Bring the whole family and enjoy the fun. 
    This event will consist of classic carnival games, 
vendors of all kinds, food, face painting, pumpkin 
painting, smores making, and so much more! Also 
happening at park, the City will be burying its sec-
ond time capsule set to be reopened 50 years from 
now in 2064. Bring your momentoes, pictures, let-
ters, etc to City Hall (27424 Robinson Road), Simon’s 
Barbershop (26797 Hanna Road), Compadres Texas 
Cafe (26797 Hanna Road) or Elders Absolutely Cool 
Automotive (27431 Hanna Road) by October 8th and 
be a part of your community’s history. Stayed tuned 
to oakridgenorth.com and our facebook page at 
facebook.com/oakridgenorth for more information. 

See you at the park!

For more information about these events or others please 
contact the City’s Community Relations Associate, 

Emily Alley at ealley@oakridgenorth.com.
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Fall Festival

£     STERLING MONUMENT CO.  £ 
Monuments-Historical Markers 

Cemetery Lettering -Signs  
Sam and Jill Bradley 

Memorial Consultants 
Oak Ridge North, Texas  

  281-515-9178     281-298-7411     FAX: 832-764-0466 
 



           
The end of May marked the beginning of hurricane season, which will last until November.  Since our 
community is relatively close to the coast it is important to be informed and prepared about hurricane safety tips 
in the event that a storm makes landfall and causes a disruption in our area. 
Listed below are some safety tips you and your loved ones may want to have on hand if disaster strikes:

Hurricane Tips and Reminders 
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If you are traveling:
• Have your valuables, important documents, etc in a 

safe place. If you are traveling, take them with you 
or store them in a lock box at your bank.

• Check to see if your route has tolls. Have enough 
change for the tolls required.

• Have an atlas or hard copy map – cell phone service 
and GPS may not be available.

If you are staying home consider the following:
• If electricity fails, do you have batteries, a NOAA bat-

tery-powered radio, canned goods, etc.
• Limit opening your freezer/refrigerator – perishable 

items will stay fresher longer if the sealed door stays 
shut.

• Have a battery-powered cell phone charger and a 
can opener available. 

• Cash in small bills – while some stores may be open 
(selling perishables), the ATM and credit card read-
ers may not be working.

Flooding:
• Flood insurance takes 30 days to be effective. Flood 

insurance covers damage caused by rising waters 
from any source – home owners’ insurance does 
not. Be sure you keep your flood insurance current.

• Do not drive through water over the road – turn 
around, don’t drown! It only takes a small amount 
of flowing water to sweep a vehicle off the road.

• Most deaths during flooding do not occur from 
drowning but from electrocution. If a major flood is 
expected in your area, be prepared to turn off your 
power at the breaker. Protect yourself and those try-
ing to help.

• Flooding can often displace pests such as ants, 
snakes, and mice. Use caution when re-entering 
once flooded areas, or walking in flooded areas.

Wind:
• Bring in objects that may become airborne such as 

chairs, patio umbrellas, toys, etc.
• Consider how to shutter/board your windows.

Across from Oak Ridge North City Hall

281-363-3869

27421 Robinson Road • Oak Ridge North, Texas 77385

PROFESSIONAL OFFSET PRINTING

Color Copies • Graphic Design • Web Design

Promotional Products • Direct Mail

PROUD MEMBERS OF:www.Printzilla.net
Online Ordering and File Submission

Established 1987 in Oak Ridge North, TX



           
    Greatest job in the world? How about 
playing a sport you love all day, every 
day?  That may sound like a great job, 
but that isn’t why Sean and Jenn Mc-
Queary started Allegiance Volleyball 
three years ago.  The great part of 
the job says Jenn is, “seeing a girl who 
doesn’t even make the freshman ‘B’ 
team put in three months of work and 
make the JV or Varsity team!”  Coach 
Sean and Coach Jenn are changing lives 
in another way too.  Every senior com-
ing out of their program has had at least 
one scholarship offer to play volleyball 

at the collegiate level!
    Jenn McQueary grew up in Pearland 
and played volleyball through junior 
high and high school.  Needing to make 
a little extra money, Jenn landed an as-
sistant volleyball coaching position at 
age 16.   Upon graduation Coach Jenn 
accepted a volleyball scholarship to 
Dallas Christian College.  She continued 
coaching and became the head coach 
of a team at age 18.  While living in the 
North Texas area, Jenn met Sean, and 

t h e y 
started 
c o a c h -
ing to-
get h er.  
S e a n 
p l a y e d 
r e c r e -
at i o n a l 
v o l l e y -
ball but 
n e v e r 
compet-
i t i v e l y 
because 

volleyball was not offered as a boys 
sport until more recently.
   The McQuearys married in 2008.  By 
2011 the McQuearys were ready to 
launch their own volleyball club.  Even 
though club volleyball is popular in this 
area, Jenn says there are thousands of 
players not currently playing club ball, 
leaving plenty of opportunity for a new 
facility!  
   On August 1, 2011 Allegiance Vol-
leyball opened in 
Hanna Business 
Park catering to 
players ages nine 
to eighteen.  In 
the 2011-2012 
season Allegiance 
had four teams.  
The following 
year they grew 
to six teams.  In 
2013-2014 they 
fielded nine 
teams and took 
third place at the 
Junior Regional 
To u r n a m e n t .  
While very proud 
of their thriving 
young club, Jenn 
and Sean both 
agree that, “our 
goal is not just to 
build a national 
team.  Although 
that would be 
great, our main 
goal is to develop 
players that get 
scholarship of-
fers.”  And that 
goal is met.  They 
have players from 
their program 
playing across the 
country from Ju-
nior Colleges to 
Division I Univer-
sities.
   Coach Sean is 
pleased that Alle-
giance Volleyball 

Business Spotlight
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Allegiance Volleyball
now trains boys.   With men’s volleyball 
now a common collegiate sport, these 
young men can play throughout their 
college careers.  When asked about her 
proudest accomplishment Jenn will tell 
you that, “in nine years of coaching, ev-
ery one of her seniors received a schol-
arship offer.”  

For more information: allegiancevolleyball.com 
or info@allegiancevolleyball.com.



                

    On May 21st 2014 your Oak 
Ridge North Police Department 
Officers participated in a joint train-
ing exercise involving a mock child 
abduction drill.   This mock child 
abduction drill was a multi-agency 
exercise consisting of Oak Ridge 
North Police Officers, Texas DPS 
Troopers, FBI agents, MCSO Inves-
tigators and several other agen-
cies from the surrounding areas. 
     These agencies converged in 
your community to conduct a full 
scale mock drill that involved a 
child abduction which we all, as 
parents, hope and pray would 
never happen to our children or 
any other child in the community.   
      This training provided a great 
opportunity for Law Enforcement 
to hone their skills in this type 
of drill as well as work together 
in a multi-agency environment.     
    Also involved with the mock 
drill were numerous volunteers 
and role players from the Oak 
Ridge North community. Ultimate-
ly the drill was a huge success. 
This drill went way beyond the 
class room setting by getting resi-
dents involved just like they would 
have done in a real life scenario.   
    For the situation to play out as 
realistically as possible a lot of mov-
ing parts were involved. The Texas 
Department of Public Safety sup-
plied a command trailer with audio 

Mock Amber Alert 
Police Spotlight
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Tom Libby, Lieutenant

and video capabilities, a 
DPS helicopter flew over-
head examining the scene 
from above, officers in-
volved went door to door 
interviewing potential 
witnesses, several road 
blocks were initiated and 
a media crew was also 
involved as a role player.
    In the end the mock 

drill was a success due to the 
coordinated effort of all the agen-
cies involved and the role play-
ers.   We can proudly report that 
the child was recovered and your 
local officers are now equipped 

SJRA will start construction of a waterline in January, 2015 in Oak Ridge 
North.  Te pipeline will run along the east side of Maplewood and then 

along the North side of Robinson extending to the water plant that is West of 
Teddy Bear Park.  Prior to construction they  will hold a town hall meeting to 
discuss the project’s impact on the residents in that area.  Te town hall meet-

ing will be held in late fall of 2014.

Mark Smith, GRP Division Manager, 936-588-1662.

with the knowledge and know-how 
to handle a situation like this should 
it ever arise in our community.



City Council and Staff

    Please help the City 
welcome our news-
est employee, Janet 
Wisnowski, to our staff. 
Janet began work with 
the City in August as 
the new Senior Permit 
Technician. She previ-
ously worked with The 
City of Conroe but is ex-
cited to be here in Oak 
Ridge North. Janet says 
she likes the closer com-
mute from home as well 

as the environment of working in a smaller city. 
     She is very familar with this line of work as she 
has worked in similar construction and engineer-
ing fields for the past 25 years. Next time you 
stop in to register your pet or to get a permit, Ja-
net will be there to greet you at the window.             
     When not at work Janet loves spending time in the 
great outdoors. From camping and fishing to spending 
time with her pets or gardening at her house, she enjoys 
being outside whenever she can. She resides in Spring 
with her husband of 17 years, Tommy. We are excited to 
have her here. Help us welcome her to our hometown! 

Mayor: Jim Kuykendall
Mayor Pro Tem: Clint McClaren

Council Members:
Place 1: Tom Coale

Place 2: Clint McClaren
Place 3: Christian Walsh

Place 4: Jim Simon
Place 5: Frances Planchard
Vicky Rudy, City Manager

Heather Neeley, City Secretary
Andy Walters, Chief of Police

Joe Sherwin, Director of Public Works/
Engineering

Kristen Woolley, Director of Finance
John Beisert, Building Official

Michelle Buchannan, Municipal Court Clerk
      Susan Cates, Economic Development Director

City of Oak Ridge North
Monthly Meeting Schedule

City Council
2nd & 4th Mondays 7:00 p.m. 

Planning and Zoning
1st Monday 7 p.m.

Economic Development Corporation
3rd Monday 7 p.m.

Community Affairs Committee
4th Tuesday 6:30 p.m. 

For complete schedules and agendas visit:
oakridgenorth.com 

Te public is ALWAYS welcome!

Janet Wisnowski

Te Oak Ridge North Community News is a quarterly 
publication, designed and produced by Emily Alley, Community 

Relations Associate for Oak Ridge North. Front page photo 
courtesy of local photographer, Robert Harrington, owner of Bella 

Vista Productions.
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