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Community News 

Some repairs may require 
open trench, but these new 
processes reduce that expo-
sure.   

Your water service should 
not be disrupted.  Sewer ser-
vice may be disrupted on the 
day of construction, but 
should be restored the same 
day.  You may be asked to 
limit sewer discharges.  You 
may not have access to your 
driveway during construction 
hours, but this should be lim-
ited to a single day. 

PARDON OUR PROGRESS 
SANITARY SEWER REPAIRS TO BEGIN IN SECTION 10 
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Phase II of the  Oak Ridge 
North sanitary sewer rehab-
ilitation project will begin 
early this summer.  Phase II 
includes the area north of 
Woodson Road to the City 
limits.  Beginning mid-
summer, work will begin on 
lowering the sanitary sewer at 
the east end of Robinson 
Road, from Maplewood to 
Hanna Road, and reconstruct-
ing a portion of line near 
Hillside and Westwood.   

The City successfully 
completed Phase I improve-
ments in April.  The last 
project, Phase III, including 
the area between Woodson 
Road and Robinson Road, 
will commence later in 2011.   

A public meeting will be 
held in May to outline the 
details for Phase II residents.  
Additional meetings, held 
block by block as construction 
progresses, will start in June.  
Individual door hangers will 
give 48-72 hours notice of 
construction commencement 
on your block.   The door 
hanger will provide you a 
direct contact phone number 
to answer your questions and 
resolve any issues that arise.   

What can you, as a 
resident, expect?  Some of the 
construction will be in the 
street rights-of-way.  However, 
in Phase II, most of the work 
will require access to side and 
back yards whenever sewer 
taps or sewer mains are 
located in these areas.  You 

will be notified of this neces-
sity in advance.  If you have 
outdoor pets, accommo-
dations should be made for 
that day.   

Residents may be asked to 
remove improvements in right 
of way or easements such as 
sheds, furniture, and maybe 
some landscaping.  Sidewalks, 
fences, grass, and mail boxes 
will be removed and replaced 
if located in right of way areas 
where open trenching is 
required.  Landscaping will be 
discussed with residents and 
replaced as needed.   

The City is utilizing cured-
in-place pipe (CIPP) and pipe 
bursting.  These processes 
allow for open trenches at  
opposite ends of a length of 
pipe without opening the 
entire section.  This limits the 
number of open trenches and 
allows minimal disruption.   

Above, City Council members 
cut the ribbon to re-open 
Marilyn Edgar park after its 
winter rehabilitation.  Pictured 
left to right are Council 
Member Tom Coale, Mayor 
Pro Tem Leah Gray, Mayor Joe 
Michels, Council Member 
Peter Nett, and Public Works 
Director Frank Miller. 
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Mayor Joe Michels 

Mayor Pro Tem Leah 
Gray — Council  

Member Place 4  

Council Members: 

Tom Coale, Place 1 

Steve Holcomb, Place 2 

Al Stahl, Place 3 

Peter Nett, Place 5 
Vicky Rudy, City Manager 

Andy Walters, Chief of Police 

Frank Miller, Public Works 
Director  

Clasina Watson, City Secretary 

Jeri Norris, Finance Director  

Michelle Buchannan, Court 
Administrator 

Council meetings are held on 
the 2nd & 4th Monday  

 7 p.m. 

The public is ALWAYS  

welcome! 

Michelle Buchannan has 
been employed by the City 
of Oak Ridge North since 
April 2008.   She was named 
Court Clerk by City Council 
in November 2010.  She 
began her employment with 
the City as a Deputy Court 
Clerk.   

Michelle came to the 
City with six years of experi-
ence as a legal secretary and 
several years with the Okla-

homa Municipal League.   A 
year after she started with 
the City she obtained her 
Level 1 Court Clerk Certifi-
cation through Texas Mu-
nicipal Courts Education 
Center.  Michelle is continu-
ing her education to obtain 
the Level 2 Court Clerk Cer-
tification.  She is also a three 
year member of the Texas 
Court Clerk Association.   

Michelle has been suc-
cessful, since her appoint-
ment in November, in over-
seeing increased collections 
in the court, specifically fo-
cusing on outstanding war-
rants.  She works well with 
the Warrant Officer, Police 
Department, and Municipal 
Court officials, including 
Judge Bill Patillo.   

The Oak Ridge North 
Court handles nearly 500 
new citations each month.  
Michelle and her husband 
Paul have two children.    

Kaleena Hollister, Dep-
uty Court Clerk, began work-
ing with the City of Oak 
Ridge North in November of 
2010.  She is a member of 
the Texas Municipal Court 
Clerks Association and The 
Texas Court Clerks Associa-
tion.  She has completed 13 
hours of education, and will 
attend the New Clerks Boot 
Camp, offered by the Texas 
Municipal Courts Education 
Center.  Kaleena is currently 
working towards her Court 
Clerk 1 Certification with 
the State of Texas. 

Kaleena previously 
worked with The Montgom-
ery County District Clerk‟s 
office as a Deputy Clerk.   
She is an advocate for Dis-
tracted Driving and closely 

The City of Oak Ridge North 

281-292-4648 

ORN Police  

DIAL 911 FOR EMERGENCIES 

Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am to 4:00 pm - Dial 281-292-4643  

Otherwise, call Montgomery County Dispatch  

281-353-9791 

South Montgomery County Fire Department  

281-363-3473 

Utilities 

ORN Water Dept……………………………………………………………281-367-1189 

 Emergency after hours………………………………………281-292-4642 

Southern Montgomery County MUD (Water)…………………...281-367-5383 

Reliant Energy (Electric)…………………………………………………..713-207-7777 

Entergy Solutions (Electric)……………………………………………...800-368-3749 

SBC (Telephone)…………………………………………………………….800-585-7928 

CenterPoint Energy (Gas)………………………………………………..713-659-2111 

Charter Communications (Cable)…………………………………….281-367-8900 

Numbers You Can Use! 

Your City Council and Staff 

follows the legislature on 
this matter.  She strives for 
excellence in customer ser-
vice and enjoys working with 
the public.    

Born and raised in 
Montgomery County, Ka-
leena graduated from New 
Caney High School.  She 
has a two year old son.     
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The City of Oak Ridge North 

Mayor Joe Michels 

   From the Mayor  

Moving Forward 
 

Change is inevitable.  
Change is all around us.  
Sometimes change makes 
us happy – and sometimes 
change makes us uncom-
fortable – but change is 
inevitable. 

The City has undergone 
enormous positive change 
over the past 18 months.  
We hired a new City Man-
ager, a new Municipal 
Judge, a new Court Clerk, a 
new City Secretary, and a 
new Public Works Director.  
We engaged new legal coun-
sel.  We identified and im-

Program.  We started a mas-
sive sewer system repair 
which is moving smoothly 
and ahead of schedule.  We 
adopted an emergency pre-
paredness plan, also a first 
for the City. 

But even with all this, 
we are still moving forward.  
Our new City sign at Teddy 
Bear Park announces new 
and exciting changes as they 
occur.   

We continue to exam-
ine how we did things in 
the past and how we can do 
them better, more effi-
ciently, and more effectively 
in the future.  Each budget 
year we strive to be good 
stewards of your money – 
your tax money.  Taxes may 
be necessary, but we are 
serious about being good 
stewards of your tax dollars. 

Our goal is to move 
forward.  We do not rest on 
our laurels – we look for 
new ways to serve you bet-
ter.  We welcome your in-
put and comments.  We 
embrace the opportunity to 
serve you better each day. 

 

plemented needed improve-
ments to our fire safety in-
frastructure.  We upgraded 
and improved our parks.  
We adopted a five year plan 
for capital improvements – 
the first in our City‟s his-
tory.  We created reserve 
funds to increase account-
ability and transparency.  
We paid off a million dollar 
bond several years early – 
eliminating four cents of 
your property taxes.  We 
became a part of the San 
Jacinto River Authority 
Groundwater Reduction 

The City Council recognized the Oak Ridge High School 
Varsity Color Guard at its April 25, 2011 meeting.   The Color 
Guard won the Scholastic Open Class Division at the Winter 
Guard International (WGI) World Championships in Dayton, 
Ohio on April 9, 2011. 

They made their way to Ohio by winning the regional in 
Houston, held in February and March.  The 12-member squad 
won the Scholastic Open class for a four minute performance 
and received a score of 79.8 points, with Spring High School in 
second with 75.5 points and The Woodlands finished third with 
73 points. This was the third year ORHS won the Texas Color 
Guard Circuit competition.   

Then, on April 2nd, they won the 2011 State Championship 
in Pearland, Texas, with a score of 91.0 
points.  There score for the WGI World 
Championship was 94.45 points. 

The performance song was “Never Sent” 
and the musical selection was “The Nicest 
Thing” by Kate Nash. 

Congratulations ORHS Color Guard! 

 

 

COUNCIL RECOGNIZES  
ORHS FLAG DRILL TEAM 

Mayor Pro Tem Leah Gray presents a 
plaque in honor of the World Champion 
Oak Ridge High School Color Guard. 
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Oak Ridge North “MERCHANT SPOTLIGHT” 
New York Style Eatery or Quaint San Francisco café?  

The Oak Ridge North Economic Development Corpora-
tion (ORNEDC) is reaching out to the City‟s business owners 
with a new grant program. The Commercial Development 
Grant is designed to encourage new business enterprises and 
encourage structural and visual improvements of existing com-
mercial properties.  The awards have a maximum of $10,000 
per address on a two-to-one matching ratio.  For example, 

$2,000 from the property owner and $1,000 from an ORN-
EDC grant, for a project costing $3,000.  Awards will be lim-
ited to one structural and one visual improvement grant per 
fiscal year per address.    

More information is available on our website at oakridge-
north.com or contact Vicky Rudy at 832-381-3306.  

Ask us about our commercial infrastructure improvement grant program! 

By Charis Beal 
Residents need not 

call their travel agent to 
experience the ambiance 
of a small family-owned 
New York City restau-
rant or the quaint out-of
-the-way café in San 
Francisco‟s North Beach 
area:  A similar award win-
ning dining establishment 
calls Oak Ridge North, 
“home”.   

Pallotta‟s Italian Grille 
opened in Wood-
Ridge Shopping 
Center in Septem-
ber of 1994.  Origi-
nally created and 
opened by George 
Pallotta, Phil Nico-
sia purchased the 
restaurant over two 
years ago.   

Voted “the Number 
One Italian Restau-
rant in The Wood-
lands area” by visi-
tors to The Wood-
lands online web-
site, Nicosia believes 
this is due to the 
quality and service 
offered at the estab-

lishment.   “We don‟t have a 
big sign out front or a flashy 
neon message, but we have 
many customers who we see 

feature full size portions of 
unique daily special entrees.   

Does Nicosia believe that 
Oak Ridge North provides 
an excellent location? 
“Absolutely,” he replied.  
“This is a great area for 
people to stop when they 
are coming to or from Dal-

las.   It‟s a great place to eat 
before attending a concert at 
The Pavilion, and we have 
ample parking.” 

Curious about the culi-
nary delights offered?  Visit 
pallottasitaliangrill.com on 
the Internet, or better yet, 
stop by and receive a friendly 
greeting, pull up a chair, and 
satisfy a healthy appetite.   

on a regular basis,” Nicosia 
said.  “Once they come in, 

they always come back.” 

The impressive menu 
offers a myriad of traditional 
pasta choices, sandwiches, 
salads, soup, appetizers, 
seven varieties of pizza, in-
cluding the Margherita and 
healthy option Greek, along 
with the recent addition of 
over twenty Weight Watch-
ers‟ Point-plus options. 

“No doubt „The Benja-
min‟ is our number one 
seller,” Nicosia stated.  “It is 
a Cajun spicy hot dish with 
linguini pasta, cayenne Pavia 
sauce, jumbo Gulf shrimp, 
sausage crumbles, amber 
butter mushrooms and fresh 
diced tomatoes.” 

Pallotta‟s is an ideal op-
tion for families with shrink-
ing discretionary dining dol-
lars.  “We offer more than 
thirty items on the menu 
priced less than $10,” Nico-
sia said. Lunch specials are 
offered Monday through 
Friday for $5.95 each and 

In each quarterly 
newsletter we will 
highlight a local 

business.  We encourage 
our residents to 

patronize our local 
businesses.  The sales 
tax generated helps 

offset the cost of services 
for our citizens.   

SHOP OAK RIDGE 
NORTH! 

Pallotta’s waitstaff  
are ready to  help you 

enjoy the ambiance 
and great Italian 

food.   
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Oak Ridge North’s “POLICE SPOTLIGHT” 
Oak Ridge North Patrol Division 

Andy Walters has been 
the Oak Ridge North Chief 
of Police for the past 12 
years.  Walters has been 
with the City Police Depart-
ment for over 20 years with 
over 33 years of law enforce-
ment experience.   

“The Police Department 
works as a team to provide 
quality law enforcement 
services based on traditional 
values and methods,” Chief 
Walters said.  “I work with 
each division to assure that 

Officers are working to 
their full potential and have 
the needed resources and 
training to accomplish their 
mission.   

The Chief also acts as a 
liaison between the Depart-
ment and a multitude of 
local, State, Federal and 
Tribal law enforcement 
agencies.   

The Chief oversees and 
prepares the Police Depart-
ment budget presenting it 
to the City Manager for her 

review, before it is pre-
sented to Council.   

The Chief also oversees 
a department comprised of 
nine Patrol Officers, a Pa-
trol Sergeant, a Detective, a 
Detective Sergeant, an Ad-
ministrative Officer, a 
Court/Warrant Officer, 
and an Environmental En-
forcement 
Officer.  
With the 
Chief, that 
makes the 
Department 
16 Officers 
strong.   

Some 
years ago, 
the City 
Council 
voted to 
have two 
patrol offi-
cers on duty 
each shift, each day.  This 
requires 8.4 Officers to 
cover those shifts.  The City 
has nine patrol Officers on 
staff, and one Sergeant to 
provide supervision and 
cover for open shifts.  

In addition four court 
Bailiffs are appointed by the 
Chief to attend municipal 
court hearings to assure 
security and enforcement 
for our Court.   

 The City also has, 
through an interlocal agree-
ment with the Drainage 
District #6 (DD6), an Offi-
cer who works environ-
mental offenses in the City 
and throughout South 
Montgomery County.  Ser-
geant Doug Barry focuses 

on illegal discharges and 
illegal activity along the 
drainage ditches.  His salary 
and equipment is mostly 
funded through the Drain-
age District #6 agreement.   

 
 
 
 
 

Exercise Your Right to Vote! 
City Council Elections May 14th 

Pictured are Chief Andy 
Walters (center), Code 

Enforcement Officer 
Ralph Craig (left), and 
Environmental Officer 
Sergeant Doug Barry. 

A City Council general election will take place on Saturday, 
May 14, 2011 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Oak Ridge North 
City Hall. City Council Places 2,4, and 5 are up for election.   

PLACE 2 CANDIDATES: Clint McClaren and Scott C. 
Van Fleet.   

PLACE 4 CANDIDATES: Jim Simon and Leah Gray. 

PLACE 5 CANDIDATES: Frances Gates Planchard and 
Peter D. Nett. 

Early voting is available at City Hall from Monday, May 2, 
2011 to Tuesday, May 10, 2011 at the following times:  

Monday, May 2:            7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 3:            7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 4:       8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 p.m. - 4:30 
   p.m. 

Thursday, May 5:          8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 p.m. - 4:30 
   p.m.  

Friday, May 6:               8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 p.m. - 4:30 
   p.m. 

Monday, May 9:            8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 p.m. - 4:30 
   p.m. 

Tuesday, May 10:          8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 p.m. - 4:30 
   p.m. 

A candidate forum was held by the League of Women Voters 
on Wednesday, April 27th at City Hall. 

VOTE MAY 14TH! 
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1. When washing dishes by hand, don't let the water run while rinsing. Fill one 

sink with wash water and the other with rinse water. 

2. Some refrigerators, air conditioners and ice-makers are cooled with wasted 

flows of water. Consider upgrading with air-cooled appliances for significant 

water savings. 

3. Adjust sprinklers so only your lawn is watered and not the house, sidewalk, or 

street. 

4. Run your clothes washer and dishwasher only when they are full. You can save 

up to 1,000 gallons a month. 

5. Choose shrubs and groundcovers instead of turf for hard-to-water areas such as 

steep slopes and isolated strips. 

6. Install covers on pools and spas and check for leaks around your pumps. 

7. Use the garbage disposal sparingly. Compost vegetable food waste instead and 

save gallons every time. 

8. Plant in the fall when conditions are cooler and rainfall is more plentiful. 

9. For cold drinks keep a pitcher of water in the refrigerator instead of running 

the tap. This way, every drop goes down you and not the drain. 

10. Monitor your water bill for unusually high use. Your bill and water meter are 

tools that can help you discover leaks. 

The City of Oak Ridge 

The City identity project continues with 
the recent installation of new entry signs at 
Pine Manor and on Woodson Road.  Both 
signs have interior lighting.  The dual Pine 
Manor entrance signs, mounted on the origi-
nal brick frames, will include exterior decora-
tive lamps.  Lighting and landscaping is still 
under construction.  These two signs com-
plete the 2010-2011 signage program.  Other 
critical entry points may be considered for 
signage in next year‟s budget. 

TEN WATER CONSERVATION TIPS 

Oak Ridge North’s Public Works 
Pine Manor/Woodson Road Get New Entry Signs  

Woodson Road 

Pine Manor Drive 

The new restrooms are complete at Marilyn Edgar 
Park.  Construction continues on the restroom remodel 

at Teddy Bear Park.   
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NEW  SUMMER SPORTS 
CAMPS AT MARILYN 

EDGAR PARK  
 
The YMCA will be of-

fering weekly sports camps 
in the evening at Marilyn 
Edgar Park.   

AGES 3—13 
 

For ages 3 to 13, the 
camps will begin at 6 p.m. 
on weekdays.  Sports of-
fered will include soccer, 
baseball, flag football, cheer-
leading, softball, water polo, 
sand volleyball, and much 
more.  Each week a camp 

will focus on a different 
sport. 

 
TINY TOT CAMPS 
 
Tiny Tot Camps, for 

ages 3-5, will include soccer, 
t-ball, and basketball. 
 

Registration is now through 
June 26, 2011.  Games start 
July 9, 2011. 

Community Corner 
YMCA to offer full schedule of Summer  activities  in City Park 

The YMCA will offer a 
variety of programs at the 
Marilyn Edgar Pool this 
summer.   

FOR ADULTS 

Water Aerobics  

Begins June 7, 2011 
Tuesday and Thursday  

6:30 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.   

FOR ADULTS, YOUTH 
AND FAMILIES 

I Tried Scuba Workshop 

June, July, August 

Ages 10 and older 

Snorkeling Workshop 

June, July, August 

FOR KIDS 

One Week Swim Lessons 

Beginning June 7, 2011 

30 minutes classes 

Tuesday through Friday 

Water Polo Workshop 

Ages 8 and Older 

June 11th 

July 16th 

August 6th 

 

For information contact the 
YMCA at 281-367-YMCA 

or register at 

www.registerymca.org 

 

 

The City of Oak Ridge North partnered with 
the YMCA to celebrate the 
reopening of our refurbished 
parks and pool on Healthy 
Kids Day, Saturday, April 16, 
2011.  

Over  200 residents enjoyed 
an afternoon of free family 

fun, including open swim, games, bounce 
house and vendor booths.   

The Otters Swim Team provided 
refreshments.  Residents were able to buy 
summer pool passes and also take in the new 
Spring and Summer programs the YMCA will 
offer in Oak Ridge North parks for the first 
time this year.    

 

CITY CELEBRATES NEW PARKS 
HEALTHY KIDS DAY  

SUMMER YMCA PROGRAMS 

YMCA Summer offerings 
For Oak Ridge North Residents 

At Marilyn Edgar Park 

YMCA Pool 
Programs for 

children, youth 
and adults 

MEMORIAL DAY SWIM PARTY 
MONDAY, MAY 30, 2011 

Marilyn Edgar Park  
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Last Day for Half Price Resident Family Pool Passes 
Only $25 



27424 Robinson Road 
Oak Ridge North, Texas 77385 

Phone: 281-292-4648 
Fax: 281-367-7729 

E-mail: vrudy@oakridgenorth.com 

We’re on the web! 

www.oakridgenorth.com 

Page 8 Community News 

Newsletter design by Lauren  MacKrell, a student at the University of California-Davis. Lauren is the granddaughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jim MacKrell of Oak Ridge North.  She 
was an intern with the City in the summer of 2010.  Oak Ridge North resident Richard Parker won the competition to name the newsletter Oak Ridge North Community News. 

Family Movie Night  

in the Park! 

Sunday,  July 3, 2011 
Parade along Patsy and Westwood to  

Marilyn Edgar Park 
Parade begins at 6:30 p.m.  
Parade Line Up at 6 p.m.  

Patsy and Susan Lane  
Decorate your cars, bikes, trucks and join us! 
Or pull up a chair and watch the PARADE! 

Then bring your chairs and blankets to  
Marilyn Edgar Park for Movie Night! 
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