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SUMMER  2011  What a hometown should be! 

If in August you noticed a 
large green trailer hoisted 
above the trees off Woodson 
Road and Brenda Lane, you 
were experiencing the delivery 
of the 450 kilowatt backup 
generator for the City of Oak 
Ridge North Water Well No. 
3. 

This generator is being 
installed as the result of a 
$625,000 federal grant, 
administered through the 
Texas Community 
Development Block Grant 
Program Disaster Recovery 
Fund.  The funds became 
available in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Ike.   

The City applied for, and successfully obtained the grant when 
the need arose for backup generation during the 2009 storm.  The 
Hurricane Ike event demonstrated that the City of Oak Ridge 
North had a critical need for a generator to insure that well No. 3, 
our main source of water, was able to run in every situation, 
whether a storm or any other type of power failure. 

As a result of the new generator, the well site is also getting a 
face lift.  An eight foot wood fence has been installed around the 
perimeter of the well to shield surrounding residential areas and 
protect the site.   Additional landscaping will be installed to further 
enhance the area.  This generator provides needed insurance during 
storms or other emergency events that  the City can continue to 
deliver drinking water to residents, businesses, and our  schools. 
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Mayor:   Open Position 

Mayor Pro Tem:  Al Stahl  

Council Members: 

Place 1:  Tom Coale 

Place 2:   Clint McClaren 

Place 3:  Al Stahl 

Place 4:  Jim Simon 

Place 5:  Frances Planchard 
Vicky Rudy, City Manager 

Andy Walters, Chief of Police 

Frank Miller, Public Works Director  

Clasina Watson, City Secretary 

Kristen Woolley, Finance Officer  

Michelle Buchannan, Court Clerk 

Mary Kay Skinner is 
the Chief of Plans and Per-
mits.  She began work for 
the City of Oak Ridge 
North in July, 2007.   

     Mary Kay is respon-
sible for issuing all residen-
tial and commercial permits 
and scheduling inspections.  
She also maintains certified 
backflow reports, fire per-

mits, sign permits, alcohol 
permits and park reserva-
tions.  

Mary Kay previously 
worked in the oilfield in-
dustry for 17 years and then 
as a contracts administrator 
for a construction company. 

Mary Kay and her hus-
band of 44 years, Jack, have 
two daughters, four grand-
children and her first great-
grandson is on the way! 

Susan Cates is the Mar-
keting Assistant for the City 
of Oak Ridge North’s Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration.  She began work on 
August 1, 2011.   Susan will 
be working a part-time sched-
ule of 20 hours per week. 

Susan is a graduate of 

The City of Oak Ridge North 

281-292-4648 

ORN Police  

DIAL 911 FOR EMERGENCIES 

Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am to 4:00 pm - Dial 281-292-4643  

Otherwise, call Montgomery County Dispatch  

281-353-9791 

South Montgomery County Fire Department  

281-363-3473 

Utilities 

ORN Water Dept……………………………………………………………281-367-1189 

 Emergency after hours………………………………………281-292-4642 

Southern Montgomery County MUD (Water)…………………...281-367-5383 

Reliant Energy (Electric)…………………………………………………..713-207-7777 

Entergy Solutions (Electric)……………………………………………...800-368-3749 

SBC (Telephone)…………………………………………………………….800-585-7928 

CenterPoint Energy (Gas)………………………………………………..713-659-2111 

Charter Communications (Cable)…………………………………….281-367-8900 

Numbers You Can Use! 

Your City Council and Staff 

Texas A&M.  Her most 
recent experience was as a 
marketing specialist with 
her own public relations 
firm that catered to small 
businesses.  One of her 
clients was the Economic 
Development Corporation 
in Forney, Texas.  Previ-
ously, she worked in sales 
and marketing in both the 
electronics and temporary 
service industries. 

Susan and her family 
recently relocated to the 
area when her husband, 
Bill, accepted a teaching 
position with Oak Ridge 
Christian Academy.  Bill 
and Susan are parents to 
three children ages 8, 7 and 
3. 

Oak Ridge North was 
well represented this 
spring at Montgomery 
County Day at the 
Capitol in Austin.  
Resident Karen Smith’s 
(left) law firm, Drucker, 
Rutledge & Smith, was a 
title sponsor of the event 
and ORN City Manager, 
Vicky Rudy (right), was 
the event chair. 
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From the Mayor  

Mayor Michels named to CISD Board 
By Vicky Rudy, City Manager        

Joe Michels, our City of 
Oak Ridge North Mayor 
since May 2010, was re-
cently named to the Conroe 
ISD Board of Trustees to 
fill the vacancy left by the 
resignation of Trustee Jer-
emy Irons.  Unfortunately 
dual office holding in over-
lapping jurisdictions is not 
allowed under state law.  As 
a result Mr. Michels 
stepped down as Mayor. 

We are sorry to see him 
leave, myself especially, as 
we had forged a successful 
working relationship serv-
ing our City, with a number 
of notable improvements 
made over the last eighteen 
months.  I know it was a 
difficult choice for him.  I 
also know he has long 
served the school district in 
many capacities over the 
years, as he has the City.  
He is expanding his realm 
of influence in ways that 
will continue to serve the 

filling the unexpired term 
or calling a special election. 

We do anticipate that 
an appointment will be 
made by the end of August, 
with the new official seated 
in Sep-
tember.   
We look 
forward 
to work-
ing with 
this new 
official 
and 
antici-
pate that 
the City 
will con-
tinue to 
move 
forward 
with the 
exciting and 
critical 
work now 
being accomplished by City 
Council, our volunteer 
boards and commissions, 
and your City staff. 

residents of our City, the 
school district, and beyond.  
He is a natural servant 
leader and will continue to 
weigh in on City issues, I 
am certain. 

Our City Council is 
now faced with the chal-
lenge of filling the Mayor’s 
position.  They have the 
option of naming someone 
to fill the unexpired term, 
or holding a special elec-
tion.  The Mayor’s term 
expires in May 2012.  With 
only nine months remain-
ing in the term the decision 
was made to seek an ap-
pointment.  Mayor Pro 
Tem Al Stahl does not auto-
matically become Mayor, 
but will fill the role until an 
appointment is made.  As 
Mayor Pro Tem he retains 
his vote as a Council mem-
ber.  Any Council member 
may be named Mayor.  If 
this route is chosen, then a 
vacancy is created on Coun-
cil, with the same choice of 

Johnathan Beto of BSA Troop 895 attended  a Council meeting to 
observe government in process. 

Mark Cochran (left) and Gary Louie (right) of the YMCA 
present Mayor Joe Michels an award for his dedicated 
community service.  Mayor Michels serves on the South 
Montgomery County YMCA Board of Directors. 

Council meetings  
are held on the  

2nd & 4th Monday  
 7:00 p.m. 

The public is ALWAYS  
welcome! 

Congratulations to the  

Oak Ridge Otters swim team! 

 

     The Otters took 2nd place in the Divisional Swim 
Meet on June 25 at Spring High School.  There were 
five teams and 1,200 swimmers that participated in 
this event. 
     Congratulations go out to all our swimmers, 
coaches and their parents for the hard work  and 
time well spent!   
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Oak Ridge North “MERCHANT SPOTLIGHT” 
Reliable, Quality, Local Car Repair  

The Oak Ridge North Economic 
Development Corporation 
(ORNEDC) is reaching out to the 
City’s business owners with a new 
grant program. The SPRUCE Grant 
is designed to encourage new business 
enterprises as well as structural and 
visual improvements of existing com-
mercial properties.  The awards have a 
maximum of $10,000 per address on 
a two-to-one matching ratio.  For ex-
ample, $2,000 from the property/
business owner 
and $1,000 from a 

SPRUCE grant will pay for a project 
costing $3,000.  Awards are limited to 
one structural and one visual improve-
ment grant per fiscal year per address.    

More information is available on 
our website at oakridgenorth.com or 
contact Susan Cates at 
scates@oakridgenorth.com or 832-381-
3227.  

SPRUCE Grant Funds are limited 
so contact us NOW! 

 

SPRUCE up Oak Ridge North 

At Hodges Collision Cen-
ter, our motto is “Car Repair by 
People Who Care,” and we 
work hard every day to live up 
to that motto for our custom-
ers. In 
fact, the 
quality of 
our work 
and our 
service 
earned 
one of the 
city’s 
highest 
recogni-
tions 
when The Houston Chronicle 
named us the 2003-2004 
“Ultimate Body Shop” in their 
annual “Ultimate “guide. We 
were the only auto body shop in 
the city to receive that distinc-
tion. 

Hodges Collision Center 

located at 130 Lane Ln. in Oak 
Ridge North.  

Hodges features a well-
equipped facility, highly trained 
technicians and an owner/
manager with more than 30 
years experience in the collision 
repair industry.  

Hodges Collision Center 
has been servicing The Wood-
lands and Spring communities 
for over 15 years. We also know 
how to give back to the commu-
nity, with numerous involve-
ments in such organizations like 
MCYS, Children’s Safe Harbor, 
South Montgomery County 
Chamber Of Commerce, The 
Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce , Oak Ridge Baseball, 

features a Lifetime Guar-
antee on all our repairs. 
How do we know our 
customers are satisfied? 
Unlike most independent 
auto body shops, we make 
it our business to talk to 
them. Our Customer Sat-
isfaction Audit program 
means that every customer 

receives a follow 
up phone call 
from Hodges 
Collision Center 
within 72 hours 
after the delivery 
of their repaired 
vehicle. 

We never sacri-
fice quality for 
efficiency, but we 
strive to deliver 

the best of both. We have been 
ranked by State Farm in the top 
5% nationally; also we were 
named the #1 shop in Houston 
by Nationwide. 

Hodges Collision Center 
has 2 locations, 1002 Rayford 
Rd in Spring, Texas our other is 

In each quarterly newsletter we will highlight a local business.  We encourage our residents to patronize our local businesses.  
The sales tax generated helps offset the cost of services for our citizens.   

SHOP OAK RIDGE NORTH! 

The Com-
munity 
Clinic, 
along with 
many oth-
ers. Hodges 
Collision 
Center is 
also a spon-
sor of the 

Woodlands Idol and the Win-
ter Time Ice Rink at Market 
Street.  

www.hodgescollision.com 
832-482-3520 
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Oak Ridge North’s “POLICE SPOTLIGHT” 
“In the Brunt of the Storm” 

 By Andy Walters, Chief of Police 
 

It’s that time of year 
again,  the time when we 
watch our televisions and lis-
ten to our radios with an ear 
toward the weather.  Gulf 
storms normally start to fire 
up in August and September.  
In those months our area is 
particularly susceptible to hur-
ricanes.   

At the Police Department 
we gear up for possible bad 
weather, making sure we have 
a sufficient number of officers 
on call, and supplies for them 
to stay  extended shifts.  We 
work with emergency manage-
ment personnel to assure that 
when a storm pops up, we 
track it and get prepared for 
the worst.  Most storms origi-
nate in the Atlantic and enter 
the Gulf.  From that point, it’s 
a gamble as to where they go. 

We’ve been lucky over 
the past years that we have had 
a minimal 
number of 
storms come 
ashore di-
rectly im-
pacting the 
City.  Ike 
was an ex-
ception.  I 
was on duty 
during that 
storm and 
saw the im-
pact it had 
on our City.  
We worked hard to make sure 
that special needs citizens had 
the extra care necessary.  Due 
to systems failure, we had 

problems getting ice and water 
supplies.  A Sergeant with our 
Department, a former Marine, 
took the initiative and drove 
to the Astrodome.  He rallied 
25 eighteen wheelers with the 
needed supplies and escorted 
them to the City for distribu-
tion to our residents.   

Using the trucks that are 
assigned to investigative staff, 
the Police Department distrib-
uted over 65 eighteen wheelers 
full of food, water, tarps and 
ice to our citizens and into the 
surrounding communities.  
Oak Ridge Baptist Church 
joined us in opening a point 
of distribution in our city, and 
we supplied Gateway Baptist 
and St. Simon Jude Catholic 
Church with trucks to distrib-
ute necessary supplies to the 
surrounding communities. 

When it becomes appar-
ent that a storm is imminent, 
Officers are given time off to 
prepare their homes and fami-

lies for the event.  I do this so 
that the Officers are sure they 
have done all they can to pro-
tect their families before com-

ing in to protect yours.  Offi-
cers, depending on the severity 
of the storm, are placed on 8 
to 12 hour shifts throughout 
the event.  
We pro-
vide food 
and shel-
ter for 
them 
here , 
allowing 
them to 
live at the 
City Hall 
if they are 
unable to 
return 
home 
after 
work.    Throughout the event 
we monitor intelligence pro-
vided by the National Weather 
Service, the Montgomery 
County Emergency Manage-
ment Division (MCEM), and 
FEMA.  As the storm ap-
proaches we make sure that 
ditches are cleared and that 
items or articles that may be 
destroyed by high winds are 
secured or removed.                

When the storm strikes 
the Officers remain out and 
about, patrolling and provid-
ing assistance to those caught 
in the brunt of the storm.  We 
work with Public Works to 
clear trees from streets and 
remove material blocking 
streets and drives.  We report 
conditions to MCEM and 
respond to medical calls assur-
ing quick and efficient service 
to injured or ill patients.   

The Police Department 
maintains a database of citi-

zens whose health is at risk in 
these circumstances.  As soon 
as we are informed of the risk 
of a storm, we contact those 
citizens to assure they can 
make it through with suffi-
cient medication, oxygen, or 
whatever is necessary for 
their survival.  

This year, as the peak of 
the Gulf storm season is 
upon us, I ask that you in-
form the Police Department 
of any special needs you or 
your family may have.  Please 
supply your home with suffi-
cient provisions to last for 
three days if necessary.  Bot-
tled water, canned goods and 
medical supplies are hard to 
find after the storm strikes.   

The Oak Ridge North 
Police Department stands by 
to help and aid our citizens 
in time of need.  We do it 
because we care about you 
and our city. 

For more emergency preparedness tips, see article on  

page 7 of your community newsletter. 
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Oak Ridge North’s Public Works 
Wastewater Rehabilitation Continues in Oak 10, Other Projects 

 
Have you  
seen an  

issue with a  
utility or  
other city  

maintenance 
problem? 

 

REPORT 

IT! 
 

Online at: 
www.oakridge

north.com 
  

Then click: 

Installation of new fuel tanks 

WASTEWATER REPAIRS 
Construction has begun on Phase II of the City of Oak Ridge North 

in Section 10 north of Woodson Road to the City limits.  A general 
public meeting was held July 13, 2011, with a second block meeting held 
on August 10, 2011.    The last block meeting will be held on August 31, 
2011.   

The purpose of the block meetings is 
to outline the details for Phase II 
residents and share information on 
individual impacts during 
construction.   In addition, 
individual door hangers will give 48-
72 hours notice of construction 
commencement on your block.   The 
door hanger will provide you a direct 
contact phone number to answer 
your questions and resolve any issues 
that arise.   
In Phase II, some of the construction 
will be in the street rights-of-way, but 
most of  the work will require access 
to side and back yards whenever 
sewer taps or sewer mains are located 

in these areas.  You will be notified of this necessity in advance.  If you 
have outdoor pets, accommodations should be made for that day.  
Residents may be asked to remove improvements in right of way or 
easements such as sheds, furniture, and maybe some landscaping.  
Sidewalks, fences, grass, and mail boxes will be removed and replaced if 
located in right of way areas where open trenching is required.  
Landscaping will be discussed with residents and replaced as needed.   

We ask your patience as we strive to make these improvements to 
your City service with the least possible 
disruptions.   

WOODSON ROAD 
Through a partnership with 
Montgomery County Precinct Three, 
Woodson Road was repaved in July.  
This is the first repair in a program of 
street repairs the City Council has 
approved for the 2012 fiscal year. 

FIRE HYDRANTS 
The City is adding thirteen fire hydrants 
throughout the residential and 
commercial area to provide complete 
coverage and fire protection for every 
sector of the city.  

FUEL TANK 
The City has added two fuel tanks for 

police and public works.  This will insure adequate fuel supply for 
operations and emergency situations.  New protective pits were 
constructed for environmental protection. 

 

Repaving Woodson Road 

Thirteen new  hydrants will be added  
for fighting fires. 
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Community Corner 
Are you “Storm Ready?” 

1. Make a plan! 

2. Designate one or more out-of-town contacts. 

3. Be sure that all family member know important phone numbers. 

4. Program emergency contact phone numbers as ICE (In Case of Emergency) 

in your phone(s). 

5. Learn to text message.  Many times text messages can get through where 

voice communication fails. 

6. Decide on criteria for when you “stay” or “go.” Stick to your plan. 

7. Know the emergency preparedness plans at places you frequent:  work, 

school, daycare, etc. 

8. Make an emergency preparedness kit.  See entergystormcenter.com, 

ready.gov or redcross.org for items to include in your kit. 

9. Be certain that your First Aid Kit is well equipped and easily accessible.  See 

fema.gov, ready.gov or redcross.org for suggested contents. 

10. Maintain a 10-day (minimum) supply of prescription medications that you 

take regularly.  Don’t forget supplies that are also necessary (glucose or 

blood pressure monitoring equipment & supplies, etc.) 

TEN EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS TIPS 

“It‟s the news no one wants to hear: severe weather is on the way. In next to no time, the sky darkens. The 
wind begins to howl. Then the rain comes down in relentless sheets. Everyone begins to wonder, „What will 
happen after the storm has passed?‟”  With those dramatic words—words that paint an all-too-familiar 
picture for those living in the Deep South—Entergy introduces its customers to a comprehensive 
severe-weather guide designed to keep them informed, safe and prepared. 

     “From sudden violent thunderstorms, to 
hurricanes, to tornadoes and ice storms, 
severe weather is always an unwelcome, but 
common, part of the southern landscape,” 
explained Lora Steen, Customer Service 
Manager. 

     “The booklet we’ve prepared takes our 
customers inside these and other weather 
occurrences, explaining the situations, then 
telling them how to prepare for it ahead of 
time and manage it after the fact,” she added. 

     Called Operation: Storm Ready, the 
booklet is available by selecting a link at the 
company’s comprehensive storm information 
website at www.entergystormcenter.com.  The 
booklet can be viewed either on the website 
or printed and kept as a reference tool. 

      The booklet features some 10 well-illustrated 
sections that take a two-fold view to severe weather 
preparedness: the Entergy view and the customer 
view. 

     In sections featuring the Entergy view, customers 
will learn how the company prepares for severe 
weather, how power is restored following a weather 
occurrence and how customers can communicate 
with the company, whether to report outages or get 
information they need. 

     The customer view, however, is designed to do 
more than inform. It provides a practical handbook 
of information to help Entergy customers plan for 
severe weather. 

     Sections of the booklet address hurricanes, 
thunderstorms, tornadoes and extreme winter 
weather. Additionally, customers are provided safety 
information on natural gas and the use of different 
types of generators. 

     As an example of the kind of information 
provided, the section on tornadoes clearly illustrates 
and explains the tornado intensity scale. It defines 
terms such as “tornado watch” and “tornado 
warning” while also describing how to stay safe if 
caught in a tornado by selecting the best place to 
stay, depending on your circumstances. 

     The same depth of information and guidance is 
provided for other types of storms, along with 
additional resources, such as nationally recognized 
website addresses where customers can find even 
more help. 

     “Our customers will find personal checklists to 
help them know what they need in different weather 
situations, photos and illustrations for what goes 
into family storm kits or first aid kits,” said Steen. 
“We also take them through the steps they need to 
know to prepare their home for what could be an 
extreme disaster.” 

For more information: 

www.entergystormcenter.com 
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27424 Robinson Road 
Oak Ridge North, Texas 77385 

Phone: 281-292-4648 
Fax: 281-367-7729 

E-mail: vrudy@oakridgenorth.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re on the web! 

www.oakridgenorth.com 
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Newsletter edited by Susan Cates.  Design by Lauren  MacKrell, granddaughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jim MacKrell of Oak Ridge North.   
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POOL TO REMAIN OPEN 
UNTIL October 2nd! 

YMCA Pool Programs for children, youth and adults will continue 
through September.  Contact the pool office at 281-689-6506 for more 
information. 

ORN Pool & Office Hours August 20—October 2, 2011 

Monday—Friday: 5:45 a.m.—Noon & 3:30—7:30 p.m. 

Saturday: 7 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 1:00—7:00 p.m. 
 

Pool Office Phone:  281-689-6506 

CITY OF OAK RIDGE NORTH WATER CUSTOMERS 
PLEASE FOLLOW ALL VOLUNTARY OR MANDATORY WATERING 

RESTRICTIONS AS POSTED ON THE ORN WEBSITE AND SIGNS. 
The City Council has authorized a ONE TIME 50% rebate on your water bill 
(water only) for the month of September.   This rebate is offered in 
recognition of the extreme summer drought conditions.  


