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SUMMER ,  2013  What a hometown should be! 

The City is pleased to an-
nounce that Water Well No. 
3, our largest volume produc-
ing well, is online and back in 
service after two months of 
down time for repairs during 
what was, unfortunately, the 
highest water demand season 
of the year - Summer in East 
Texas!  A few minor issues 
remain to be addressed be-
fore a complete return to 
normal, but thanks to the 
cooperation of our residents, 
businesses, City Council, 
staff, and our contractors, the 
City as a whole successfully 
overcame this serious chal-
lenge.   

Looking back to Memorial 
Day weekend, Water Well 
No. 3 lost approximately 35% 
capacity due to damaged bear-
ings, the pump overheating, 
and other mechanical prob-

lems. These were strong 
indications that the en-
tire well had significant 
long-term issues.  It was 
determined that the 
pump and other me-
chanical components 
would need replace-
ment.  The faulty com-
ponents were pulled and 
repaired.  While the well 
was down and contrac-
tors were on site, City 
Council made the deci-
sion to lower the pump 

by 100 feet for better long-
term production.  This entire 
rehabilitation of the well is a 
maintenance issue that was 
originally planned for 2014 
or 2015. 

Your cooperation in fol-
lowing the mandated  water 

Water Well Repairs Completed 
restrictions was a crucial ele-
ment in overcoming the 
emergency.  We are all aware 
by now that Well No. 2, 
while capable of providing 
adequate drinking water sup-
ply, was not capable of 
providing enough volume for 
our hundreds of irrigation 
systems that keep our lawns 
and gardens green.  The City 
Council made an important, 
timely decision to open the 
interconnected water supply 
with the South Montgomery 

County Municipal Util-
ity District (SMCMUD) 
and purchase water 
from that source.  This 
resulted in a five dollar 
($5.00) surcharge per 
1,000 gallons of water 
used once the 10,000 
gallon threshold had 
been exceeded (per 
customer).  The 
revenue from the 
surcharge will pay 
for the water sup-
plied by the SMC-
MUD.  The City 
was able to limit 
the amount of 
water from the 
interconnect to an 

average of just under 
200,000 gallons a day.   

Stage 2 restrictions 
were lifted at the end of 
August, but as always, 
the City recommends 
that everyone continue  
to follow the prescribed 

restrictions on a regular, vol-
untary basis.  Water conserva-
tion is important every day of 
the year.   

Community News 

Water Conservation is a Community Effort! 
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Oak Ridge North  
Tax Rate Decrease 

Your City Council has 
voted this year to decrease 
the overall tax rate by 
3.9080%.  That means 
that the FY 2014 tax rate 
will be 0.5244 per $100 
in valuation.  The FY 
2013 tax rate was 0.5744.  
This reduction is possible 
because the City Council 
redeemed two bonds 
from 1998, allowing the 
city to acquire financing 
at much lower current 
rates.    

The budget, and subse-
quent tax rates, have been 
set with careful considera-
tion of the existing eco-
nomic conditions and 
based on no-growth con-
ditions through FY 2014.  
It is responsive to the 
Council’s desire to lower 

tax rates.  It is a structur-
ally balanced budget de-
signed to match revenues 
and resources with ex-
penditures, while ensur-
ing that we maintain ser-
vices.  This budget also 
addresses the ongoing 
need to maintain our in-
frastructure.    

Capital Fund expendi-
tures of $5,826,186 are 
detailed in the budget.  
This includes continued 
financing for improve-
ments at the City’s water 
plant, various detention 
projects, storm sewer eval-
uation and various street, 
sidewalk and park im-
provements. City Council 
has committed to begin-
ning a street improve-
ment project in 2014.   

#1  Older appliances may be 
“water-cooled.”  consider 
upgrading to “air-cooled” for 
significant water savings. 

#2  We are more likely to 
notice leaks indoors, but 
don’t forget to check outdoor 
faucets, sprinklers, and hoses 
for leaks. 

#3  Adjust lawnmowers to a 
higher setting.  Taller turf 
shades roots and holds water 
better than turf that is 
closely cropped. 

#4  Use sprinklers for large 
areas, but hand water smaller 
areas to avoid waste. 

#5  If your shower can fill a 
gallon bucket in less than 20 
seconds, replace the 
showerhead with a water-
efficient model. 

#6  Put food coloring in your 
toilet tank.  If it seeps into 
the toilet bowl without 
flushing, you have a leak.  
Fixing it can save up to 1,000 
gallons per month. 

#7  Collect water from the 
roof to water your plants. 

#8  Trickling/cascading 
fountains lose less water to 
evaporation than those that 
shoot water into the air. 

#9  Install an instant water 
heater near your kitchen sink 
so you don’t have to run the 
water while it heats up—also 
reducing energy costs. 

#10  Place ice cubes under 
the dirt of hanging plants to 
give them a cool drink of 
water and help eliminate 
water overflow. 
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COOL WEATHER IS ON THE WAY! 
 

It is still hot, but with school starting, we know that cool 
weather is just around the corner...I can’t wait! 

Our hot, dry weather has taken a toll on azaleas.  If yours are 
surviving, mulch with pine straw and use a soaker hose.  Cut 
back your “Knock Out” roses now to get a flush of fall color.  
Mulch the roots with compost or hardwood mulch to help hold 
in the moisture. 

Get your fall gardens ready!  Turn under the soils and add 
organic compost.  Start seeds for kale, carrots, mustard greens, 
turnip greens, lettuces, and sugar snap peas. 

If you don’t want to start your own garden, please support 
local farmers and locally grown produce.  Try the Grogan’s Mill 
Farmer’s Market, open 8:00 a.m. to noon on Saturdays or Neil’s 
Berry Farm and Market located on Gosling for fresh eggs and 
vegetables. 

Finally, to get the best fall color in your yard, plant petunias, 
geraniums, black-eyed Susans, and dianthus the first of 
September.  Wait until late September for cooler days to plant 
mums. 

Gayle Scardino owns Scardino Landscaping & Irrigation and can be reached at 
gaylescardino@sbcglobal.net. 

Swimming Pool  
Entry Barriers 

An ORN family recently 
experienced something no 
parent wants to experience.  
Their toddler fell into their 
backyard pool.  When they 
found the child,  resuscita-
tion was necessary.  This 
child is now recovering at 
Children’s Hospital. 

As a community service, 
free evaluations of pool are-
as and recommendations for 
effective barrier systems are 
now being conducted by the 
ORN Building Official.  
Call John Beisert at 713-705-
9522 to schedule.  Protect 
your family and neighbors! 
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   From the Mayor  

“A Long, but Productive Summer” 

The City of Oak Ridge North 

As I write this the month 
of August is slowly drawing to 
a close and with it hopefully 
the long hot days!  Our chil-
dren are heading back to 
school, and the rest of us are 
starting to settle down and 
get ready for fall.  It has been 
a long summer in Oak Ridge 
North!  In saying that, I need 
to also say that it has been a 
productive one for your city.  
We have had our share of 
challenges, but along with 
that we have had more good 
things take place than bad.  
Let me review a few of those 
events.   

The biggest issue for us 
was the loss of one of our 
Water Wells early this sum-
mer.  Water is our most criti-
cal need, and that well was 
our main producer.  The city 
council and staff immediately 
acted to declare an emergency 

the SMCMUD for their help.    
The well is now repaired and 
that crisis is over.  A special 
thank you to all of you who 
helped conserve water during 
this emergency!   

A bright spot this summer 
was our annual Fourth of July 
parade and fireworks show at 
the park.  It was truly great to 
see the floats and vehicles 
decorated in a true patriotic 
home town style!  The turn-
out of citizens all along the 
parade route was tremendous!  
It seems that the number of 
people increases every year 
and that is a good thing!  
Everybody loves a parade, and 
judging from the attendance 
at the park everybody really 
loves to watch a good fire-
works show!  There were sev-
eral hundred people at the 
park who brought their fami-
lies, chairs and blankets that 
sat in the park to watch.  This 
is what being a hometown is 
all about! 

We received some good 
economic development news 
this summer.  Oak Ridge 
North is now in the process 
of getting at least one and 
possibly two upscale hotels!  
Not only that, we may also be 
getting a conference center 
along with them.  This type 
of development will produce 
tax revenue for the city and 
hopefully help keep our over-
all taxes lower.   While the 
paperwork process is ongoing 
this is very promising!   

The Council also annexed 
three tracts of land into the 
city that will be used for busi-
ness development on both 
sides of the railroad track to 

which allowed us to seek bids 
for repairs and take action 
faster than would normally be 
required for a municipality.   
As part of the water emergen-
cy residents were asked to 
conserve their usage even 
more than normally required 
during summer conditions.  
An emergency rate was im-
posed whereby residents who 
continued to use excessive 
amounts of water – over the 
average household usage were 
charged more.  We went to 
our neighbors at the South 
Montgomery County Munici-
pal Utility District 
(SMCMUD) and they readily 
opened the interconnect and 
supplied us with the necessary 
water to make up for what we 
lost.  The city will be repaying 
them for their kindness, and I 
want to take this opportunity 
to thank the good people at 

Mayor Jim Kuykendall 

our East.  Added to our devel-
opment is the remodeling of 
the shopping center where 
Hodge’s Food Basket is locat-
ed.  As you may recall, Gro-
cers Supply bought the center 
and quickly tore down the 
old Casa Elena and tire store 
buildings.  Now we have a 
great looking center, with the 
welcome sign out looking for 
new businesses to open.   
Nutrisystem is the first new 
business to open. 

It has been a long produc-
tive summer.  Thanks to the 
Council, the city staff, and to 
all the citizens helping out, 
we have overcome the obsta-
cles, and the city is better for 
it.  Pulling together in bad 
times and enjoying the good 
times….that is what a 
hometown is all about! 

www.oakridgenorth.com 
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Fourth of July 
Parade and Party in the Park 2013 

The Fourth of July 2013 
was a fun-filled day in Oak 
Ridge North!  The 
Hometown Fourth of July Pa-
rade started the festivities in 
grand style with local dignitar-

ies, the Oak Ridge High 
School Marching Band, and 
floats decorated by Boy 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, area busi-
nesses and community 
groups.  Many vehicles were 
also part of the parade:  Mili-

tary vehicles, classic cars 
and trucks, and 
even Anthony 
Spagnoletti in his 
helicopter circling 
above the parade 
route!  We had a 
great turn out of 
kids this year enter-
ing the contest 
for decorating 
their bikes, 
wagons and 

scooters in pat-
riotic colors. 

Following the parade, 
Party in the Park at-
tendees were treated to a 
fun community gathering in 
Marilyn Edgar Park.  This 

event included:  two bounce 
houses, face painting, helium 
balloons, patriotic temporary 
tattoos, trackless train, free 
snow cones, and crazy hair 
painting, all free to the public 
thanks to generous donations 
from our local businesses!  
Hot dogs and other conces-
sions were available for pur-
chase at the Oak Ridge Otters 
concession stand and deli-
cious barbeque sandwiches 
were available from Mama J’s.   

 
 To headline the event, Ma-

ma J’s sponsored live music 
by “Branded.” 

The day wrapped up with 
party goers gathered on the 
baseball field to enjoy one of 
the best views available of the 
fireworks from the Red, Hot 
and Blue festival (sponsored 
in part by the ORN Econom-
ic Development Corporation.)   

(more on page 9) 

 

The first ten pups registered for a 6-week Behavior Buddies class receive a free bath! 

“Bark” to School Time!  Reduce Unwanted Dog Behavior. 

Camp Bow Wow ! 
Where Dogs Play All Day, Snooze the Night Away!  

® 

+ It’s “Bark” to School time and with the kids back in class, it’s time to let us 
help you get rid of your dog’s extra energy!  A day of Camp relieves boredom 
and separation anxiety by channeling energy in a positive and fun way.  It’s a 
great way to reduce unwanted behaviors at home. 

+ If you really want your pup to be a “Top Dog,” sign up for Behavior Buddies 
classes and learn reward-based training to combat any unwanted dog 
behaviors. 

27616 Commerce Oaks Dr. + Oak Ridge North, TX 77385 + Near Woodlands Elite 
832-482-2299 + www.campbowwow.com/us/tx/nearthewoodlandsarea 

 

For Camp, dogs must be 4 months or older, spayed or neutered if over 6 months with current vaccinations. 
Behavior Buddies participants must be current on vaccinations. 
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The City of Oak Ridge North 

Code Enforcement 
Dead Tree Removal 

The ORN Community News is a quarterly publication, edited by Susan Cates.   
Design by Lauren  MacKrell, granddaughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jim MacKrell of Oak Ridge North. 

The drought we experi-
enced last year took a signifi-
cant toll on the trees in our 
region.  It is estimated that 
over 66 million trees were lost 
as a result of drought condi-
tions.  Some of the trees that 
were stressed during this peri-
od, and thought to have sur-
vived, have died this summer 
as they never fully rebounded 
from the drought. 

Oak Ridge North, like the 
rest of our region, is still in 
the process of clearing out 
dead trees.  It is extremely im-
portant to take care of dead 
tree removal promptly as dead 
trees present a hazard.  Once 
a tree is dead, it’s anchor sys-
tem of roots becomes weak-
ened, and even a small dis-
turbance may cause the tree 
to fall. This can cause signifi-
cant damage not only to adja-

cent homes or vehicles, but 
potentially any people in the 
tree’s downward path as well. 

In July, Oak Ridge North’s 
code enforcement staff began 
a concerted effort to identify 
dead trees in our community.  
Doorhangers and letters have 
been used to notify home-
owners that the trees should 
be removed. By ordinance if a 
homeowner is notified by let-
ter that a tree must be re-
moved, the homeowner has 
seven days to remove the tree 
unless other arrangements are 
agreed upon with the code 
enforcement officer.  Civil 
penalties will apply if a home-
owner continues to ignore 
the ordinance. 

For more information, 
please contact John Beisert at 
713-705-9522. 

Want to be “in-the-know” 
with what’s happening in 

Oak Ridge North? 
 

LIKE us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/oakridgenorth 

or the QR Code below from 
your smart phone. 

Attention  

Oak Ten Residents 
Back to School means en-
forcement of the Permit Only 
Parking Zones in your neigh-
borhood.  You must have a 
resident sticker in the window 
or guest placard on the rear-
view mirror to park on the 
street in Oak Ten (neighbor-
hood north of Woodson) from 
6:30—11:30 a.m. Monday—
Friday.  Pick yours up at City 
Hall, 8:30-4:30, Mon.-Fri. 

 

 

 

 

 

In Hanna Business Park 

Several Classes Daily 

Now also offering : 

CrossFit Kids 

CrossFit Endurance and 

Olympic Lifting Classes 

832-326-5858 

www.CrossFitofAces.com 

www.facebook.com/CrossFitofAces 

Follow us on Twitter @CrossFitofAces 

Come be a part of our CrossFit family. 

Your 1st step to better health, better living and a better YOU! 
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MERCHANT SPOTLIGHT 
French Courtyard 

French Courtyard is “more 
than a store, it’s a way of life!”  
That may be this boutique’s 
slogan, but step one foot into 
this gem of a shop located at 
27326 Robinson Road and 
you will know it’s the truth! 

Rebecca Weischwill 
(Becky) went to work for Elsie 
Largent at Market Street Con-
signment House, located on 
FM 1960, in 2000.  Becky 
brought previous 
interior design 
experience, an 
artistic eye, 
and will-
ingness to 
learn all 
that Elsie 
had to 
teach 
her.  
Soon, 
Becky 
found her 
passion in 
taking upscale 
consignment  furni-
ture pieces from some of the 
most prestigious homes in 
north Harris County and 
south Montgomery County, 
and combining them with 
designer accessories fresh 
from market to create beauti-
ful vignettes.  Market Street 
had a strong reputation for 
being a source of gorgeous 
designer pieces at prices the 
average homeowner could 
afford.  But perhaps even 
more important, a guest in 

just “knew it was where we 
were supposed to be.”  But 
the interior space was rough—
very rough—and her normally 
very supportive husband, 
Larry, literally walked out the 
first time she showed him the 
space!  It took over a year to 
negotiate the lease, complete 
the renovation of the space to 
match 
Becky’s 
vision, and 
change the 
store name 
(to avoid 
confusion 
with Mar-
ket Street 
in The 
Wood-
lands), but 
on August 
1, 2012, 
French 
Courtyard 
opened the doors on a new 
shopping experience in Oak 
Ridge North.    

French Courtyard features 
beautiful upscale consign-
ment furniture and arranges 
them in the store with new 
accessories fresh from market.  
Becky also shops auctions 

the store 
could gather 
ideas for how 
to add one or 
two new 
items to their 
existing fur-
nishings to 
transform 
their home 
and fall in 
love with 
their décor all 
over again! 

Becky 
bought Mar-
ket Street Consignment 
House in 2006 and contin-
ued Elsie’s vision of creating a 

boutique where customers 
become friends 

and family.  It 
became a 

frequent 
occasion 
for 
lunch-
eons, 
teas, 
or  a 
yummy 

treats to 
be served 

while 
guests en-

joyed all the 
lovely items in the 

boutique. 
In 2011, with changes 

along FM 1960, including the 
addition of a median that 
caused traffic issues for shop-
pers at Market Street, Becky 
realized that it was time for 
relocation.  Becky lives in The 
Woodlands and most of her 
customers and employees 
were traveling from South 
Montgomery County.  When 
Becky spotted the location at 
27326 Robinson Road she 

and estate sales to bring quali-
ty antique pieces that are 
refurbished and updated to 
reflect a modern aesthetic.  
Because items are unique, 
stock changes frequently.  
Becky also decorates seasonal-
ly, bringing the best of  what 
she finds at market including 
floral, ribbons, accessories, 
candles, and gift items. 

A wonderful addition to 
the store is Melinda McFar-
land and her Vintage Chic 
Boutique.  This boutique 
within a boutique specializes 
in vintage-inspired clothing 
and jewelry.  If you love lin-
en, lace, and unique accesso-
ries,   you will find the perfect 
wardrobe addition in this 
delightful, eclectic boutique. 

So stop in at French 
Courtyard and don’t be sur-
prised if you are asked to 
have a seat to visit a while or 

have a cup of tea.  
You can also find 
them online at 
frenchcourt-
yard.com, Face-
book, and Pinter-
est.  Or call 281-
363-1800.  Hours 
are Mon.—Sat. 
10:00 a.m.—6:00 
p.m. 
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POLICE SPOTLIGHT 

By Thomas W. Libby, Sergeant 
 

Often times I am asked, 
“How do we contact you 
guys? ”   Or sometimes I hear, 
“I called 
the Police 
Depart-
ment and 
all I got was 
an answer-
ing ma-
chine!”   A 
lot of times 
when I walk 
into my of-
fice in the 
morning I 
find my an-
swering ma-
chine filled with hang ups 
and no messages.    Rest as-
sured even though there may 
not be a physical person in 
the office at the time to an-
swer the phone, there is an 
Oak Ridge North Patrol Of-

ficer out and about patrolling 
your streets. 

The Oak Ridge North Po-
lice Department uses the 
Montgomery County Sheriff’s 
Office for dispatch service 

since we currently do not 
have our own dis-

patch.   The Sheriff’s 
Office dispatches 

for the Oak 
Ridge North 

Police De-
partment 

24 
hours 
a day, 

7 days a 
week.   The 
non-
emergency 

phone number for the Sher-
iff’s Office Dispatch is (936)
760-5800.   However, in the 
event that you have an emer-
gency you should always dial 
911. 

During normal business 
hours, Monday through Fri-
day, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm, calls 
for Oak Ridge North Police 
service can be made by calling 
our office at (281)292-
4762.   For any non-
emergency calls, after hours, 
on weekends, and during hol-
idays, the Oak Ridge North 
Police can also be reached at 
(281)292-4642.   When you 
call this number, an operator 
will answer and take your in-
formation.  She will then con-
tact an Officer who in turn 
will contact you as soon as 

Back to School time… 
 

Please remember to follow posted speeds in 
school zones, put down your phone, and watch 
carefully for our children—they may not be 

watching for you. 

possible. 
Don’t hesitate to come by 

the Oak Ridge North Police 
Department, or wave down 
one of the patrol officers, if 
you have any questions per-
taining to your Police Depart-
ment! 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.inkity.com%2Fcatalog%2Fproduct%2F2%2F4000%2FCartoon-Policeman-Phone.html&h=0&w=0&sz=1&tbnid=gNtY8IMGhUPfbM&tbnh=224&tbnw=215&zoom=1&docid=QmLmA2PoQ9SFXM&hl=en&ei=6y4WUvuDLcm52wXHuYBA&ved=0CA
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The City of Oak Ridge North 

Each year as I prepare an 
annual report of activities and 
accomplishments to present 
to your City Council, I am 
always more astounded than 
the year before.  We are a 
very aggressive small city, am-
bitious in our undertakings.  
In this past fiscal year we have 
not only completed the City’s 
first comprehensive plan, we 
have also finished the con-
struction portion of a three 
year sewer rehabilitation pro-
gram, started a water plant 
rehabilitation program, pro-
vided new water and sewer 
service to previously unserved 
segments of the City, and 
begun an aggressive code en-
forcement program.   

Another accomplishment 
that stands out for me has 
been the addition of great 
staff.  We’ve added profes-
sionals in Economic Develop-
ment, Building, Permitting 
and Code Enforcement, a 
new City Secretary who is 

studying for her Masters in 
Public Administration, and, 
for the first time, our new 
Public Works Director is a 
professional engineer.  These 
new staff members join an 
already stellar group of de-
partment leaders and hard 
working employees.  They are 
also raising the level of profes-
sionalism at the City.  I say it 
often, because sometimes I 
just can’t believe how blessed 
we are.  

This is only possible when 
you have the support of a 
hard working and productive 
City Council and the sup-
portive environment created 
by the residents and business-
es themselves.    This makes 
Oak Ridge North “what a 
hometown should be.” Fol-
lowing is a condensed report 
of some key activities this past 
year.   

Sewer Rehabilitation - We 
have completed Phase I 
through Phase V of the Reha-
bilitation Program.  This 
means the city has successful-
ly rehabilitated the sewer 
system for nearly 1,300 
homes, touching each house-
hold, either in their front 
yard or back yard.  The re-
maining phases are evalua-
tion and clean up phases.   

Water Plant - The Water 
Plant Rehabilitation Project is 
underway.  Delivery of the 
first groundwater storage tank 
is expected in the next 30 
days.  This project is expected 
to continue for the next 18 
months.  

Blueberry Hill/Hanna 
Road - The City successfully 
connected the last four resi-
dents to our sewer system 
who were previously served by 

septic systems, and several 
properties on Hanna Road to 
our water system.  With this 
installation, all areas of the 
City are served by City water 
and sewer (except MUD dis-
tricts).   

I-45 Waterline - Construc-
tion is set to begin on installa-
tion of a 12 inch water line 
on the I-45 frontage road 
from the former location of 
Sam’s Boat to Paula Ln., en-
hancing opportunities for 
economic development.    

Public Works Organiza-
tion -  Training has been a 
focus in Public Works.  Em-
ployees have attended several 
training classes and new li-
censes have been acquired.  
These licensees allow the City 
to expand services provided 

and save tax dollars by com-
pleting the tasks in house.  
We are also able to save resi-
dents money on these ser-
vices, while increasing reve-
nue to the City.   The follow-
ing licenses have been ac-
quired.  Public Works has 
added Back Flow Testing and 
Irrigation System Audits to 
the services offered to our 
residents and business cus-
tomers.  This is offered at a 
reduced cost to the customer 
from the private sector and 
creates a revenue small stream 
for the City to cover the cost 
of the service. 

City Wide Clean Up - Pub-
lic Works reinstituted the 
City Wide Clean Up program 
in the spring.  The project 
garnered twelve (12) dump-

   From the City Manager  

“State of the City—2013” 

Vicky Rudy—City Manager 

Continued on page 11. 
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Numbers You Can Use! 
DIAL 911 FOR EMERGENCIES 

ORN Police  

Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am to 4:00 pm - Dial 281-292-4643  

Otherwise, call Montgomery County Dispatch  

281-353-9791 

South Montgomery County Fire Department  

281-363-3473 

The City of Oak Ridge North Main Number…………………281-292-4648 

ORN Water Department……………………………………………281-367-1189 

 Emergency after hours………………….………………281-292-4642 

Southern Montgomery County MUD (Water)……………...281-367-5383 

Reliant Energy (Electric)……………………………………………..713-207-7777 

Entergy Solutions (Electric)………………………………………...800-368-3749 

CenterPoint Energy (Gas)…………….……………………………..713-659-2111 

Charter Communications (Cable)……………………………….281-367-8900 

The City of 
Oak Ridge North 
takes pride in hon-
oring our men 
and women in the 
armed forces.  So 
when ORN resi-
dent and EDC 
Board Member Bob Martin 
saw a plaque in Marilyn Ed-
gar park that was damaged to 
the extent that most of the 
inscription was obscured, he 
took action. 

Through the research of 
Mr. Martin, City Manager 
Vicky Rudy and Police Chief 
Andy Walters, it was found 
that in 1986 the Oak Ridge 
North City Council, led by 
Councilperson Fred Wagner, 
determined to pay lasting 
tribute to our nation’s armed 

services by placing this plaque 
in Marilyn Edgar Park featur-
ing the seals from each 
branch of the military as 
shown here.  They also in-
cluded the following quote by 
British philosopher John Stu-
art Mill:  “War is an ugly 
thing, but not the ugliest of 
things. The decayed and de-
graded state of moral and 
patriotic feeling which thinks 
that nothing is worth war is 
much worse. The person who 

has nothing for 
which he is willing 
to fight, nothing 
which is more im-
portant than his 
own personal safe-
ty, is a miserable 

creature and has no chance of 
being free unless made and 
kept so by the exertions of 
better men than himself.” 

Unfortunately, the plaque 
was made with a photograph-
ic process onto metal that was 
not able to with-
stand the elements 
over time.  There-
fore, to honor both 
the United States 
Military, and the 
Oak Ridge North 
City Council who 
placed this monu-
ment in our park as a remind-
er to our citizens, the Oak 
Ridge North Economic De-
velopment Corporation, in 
conjunction with our City 
Council, are having this 
plaque replicated in a more 
durable material to better 
withstand the elements.   

Special Thanks to the following 

businesses for sponsoring events at 

the Fourth of July Party in the Park 

 

C&S Executive Transporation 

CrossFit of Aces 

Cunningham Gas Products 

Elder’s Automotive 

Farland Music 

Hodge’s Food Basket 

K&S Car Care Products 

Mama J’s Barbecue 

Montes Realty 

Simon’s Barbershop 
 

Support our local businesses who 

give so much back to our 

community! 

The city plans to rededi-
cate this plaque in honor of 
our military men, women, 
and families on Veteran’s 
Day, Monday, November, 11, 
2013.  Please watch the city 
website, Facebook page, and 
marquee at Teddy Bear Park 
for more details as the date 
gets closer. 

ORN History Corner 
Honoring the Armed Forces 



ORN Residents Only (Proof required) 
Saturday, October 5, 2013 
7 a.m.—noon   &   1 –5 p.m. 

City Hall, 27424 Robinson Road 
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City Council and Staff 

Mayor:   Jim Kuykendall 

Mayor Pro Tem:  Al Stahl  

Council Members: 

Place 1:  Tom Coale 

Place 2:   Clint McClaren 

Place 3:  Al Stahl 

Place 4:  Jim Simon 

Place 5:  Frances Planchard 
Vicky Rudy, City Manager 

Andy Walters, Chief of Police 
Joe Sherwin, Director of Public Works 

Heather Neeley, City Secretary 
Kristen Woolley, Director of Finance  

Michelle Buchannan, Court Clerk 
Susan Cates, Economic Development Coordinator 

John Beisert, Building Official 
Heather Neeley joined the 

City of Oak Ridge North staff 
on July 15, 2013 as the City 
Secretary.  Heather is a proud 
graduate of Oak Ridge High 
School, so coming to work 

with the city was really return-
ing home for her.  Heather is 
a graduate of Sam Houston 
State University with a degree 
in Political Science and is 
currently pursuing her Mas-
ter’s degree in Public Admin-
istration from the University 
of Houston.  While working 
on her undergraduate degree, 
Heather served an internship 
in the office of Congressman 
Kevin Brady. 

Heather’s most recent 
work experience was with 
First Colony Community 
Association in Sugar Land.  
In her four years as the Com-
mittee Coordinator she filled 
a role much like the one she 
currently holds with the city. 

In her free time, Heather 
enjoys reading, cooking and 
yoga, as well as spending time 
with her husband, Brent, and 
their dog Domino. 

City Council  

Meetings 

 

2nd & 4th Mondays  

at 7:00 p.m. 

 

City Hall 

27424 Robinson Rd. 

 

The public is  

ALWAYS welcome! 

Fall 
City-Wide 
Clean Up 

Accepted Items: 
Household Items 
Electronics 
Automotive Oil 
Building Materials 
Fencing 
Greenwaste 
Furniture 
Batteries 
Metal 

Not Accepted: 
Prescription Drugs 
Paint/Stain 
Chemicals 
Herbicide/Pesticides 
TV/Computer Monitors 

More details at: 

www.oakridgenorth.com 
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sters of trash, green waste, 
furnishings and electronics.  
This program will be repeat-
ed in October 2013. 

Building and Permitting – 
The addition of the Building 
Official position has pro-
duced significant changes in 
handling of permits and code 
enforcement.  All permit 
application forms, and all 
building and permit forms, 
are now available through a 
revamped Building and Per-
mits page on the website.   

Code Enforcement – The 
Building Official also became 
the lead Code Enforcement 
Officer for the City, and 
working with the Code En-
forcement arm of the Police 
Department.  This has dou-
bled the effort for Code En-
forcement.  The city’s 
FY2014 budget includes add-
ing a staff member to support 

Code Enforcement and work 
with community groups for 
housing repair resources and 
assistance. 

Finance - The City retired 
the 1998A and B bonds, 
which will allow for a reduc-
tion in debt service tax for 
the FY2014.  Also, during the 
review period we have stayed 
under budget in expenses and 
over budget in revenues.  As a 
result we have been able to 
return hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to the Capital 
Fund to ensure resources to 
maintain our infrastructure. 

Our Finance Department 
received the coveted Texas 
Comptroller’s Gold Leader-
ship Circle recognition for 
financial transparency.   

Economic Development - 
The Economic Development 
Corporation continues to 
expand our efforts for busi-
ness recruitment and reten-

tion.  Some of the accom-
plishments this year include 
adoption of a Freeport Tax 
Exemption, prompted by STS 
Products relocation to the 
Business Park, we entered 
into a Chapter 380 agree-
ments with Grocers Supply 
Company for the redevelop-
ment of The Shoppes at Oak 
Ridge North, and a prelimi-
nary agreement with MH 2A, 
LLC for the proposed redevel-
opment of the I-45 & Robin-
son Road property with a 
Hotel, Conference Center 
and Restaurant/Retail pad 
sites. 

Business Expansion – As a 
result of our economic devel-
opment efforts and a growing 
economy, we are thrilled to 
report that thirty (30) new 
businesses have located in 
Oak Ridge North during the 
reporting period.  Seven (7) 
businesses have expanded 

their operations in Oak Ridge 
North.  This retention and 
expansion represents nearly a 
20% improvement.  This is 
very significant for a town of 
3,000 with around 200 busi-
nesses. 

In future additions of the 
newsletter we will share plans 
for implementing the exciting 
components of the new Com-
prehensive Plan.  As I stated 
in last year’s report, “we are 
just getting started.”   As al-
ways, thank you for your sup-
port! 

 

          Vicky Rudy 
           City Manager 

 

 

 

                                                                                      

City of Oak Ridge Market Review 

We are dedicated to the residences of the City of Oak Ridge North. 
 

www.KeystoneSignatureProperties.com 
 info4ksp@gmail.com         832-764-0156 office 

Not Just a Destination… But a way of Life! 

 Keeping you informed 

 Listening to home owner goals 

 Community involvement & volunteerism 

 Knowledge of the community 

Paula Cleveland 
Broker/Owner 
713-819-8479 

Bill Neill 
Sales Agent 
281-384-4331 
Selling ORN since 1982. 
 

Teresa Largent 
Sales Agent 
713-825-5223 
I don’t just sell ORN, 
I live here. 

Joanna Kile 
Sales Agent 
832-315-9530 

   From the City Manager  

“State of the City—2013” 

Continued from page 8. 



We’re on the web! 

www.facebook.com/oakridgenorth 
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27493 Hanna Road, Suite #5  Oak Ridge North  77385 

With coupon only. Coupon has no cash value.   
Coupon expires October 31, 2013. 

With coupon only. Coupon has no cash value.   
Coupon expires October 31, 2013. 

281-367-4814 

www.elderautomotive.com 

A bsolutely Cool 
Elder’s  

Automotive  


